FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 29, 2007

Stewardship of Treasure:  
Sunday Parish Offerings

Outreach

Last Week


$7,834.96

Weekly average, year to date
$8,264.78



Weekly target to meet budget
$8,750.00     
Annual Bishop’s Appeal





$20,021.01

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:

$9,631.70
_________________________________________________________________________

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH
Monday: 
No Mass



Confirmation Retreat: 6:00 – 9:00 AM
Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM   


Mass: 9:00 AM

Card Party: 1:00 – 3:00 PM 



Jewish Prayer with Rabbi Saks: 10:30 – 11:30 AM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM
Wednesday:  
Mass: 9:00 AM



Christian Meditation: 2:00 PM



CONFIRMATION: 7:00 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Doreen)



Mass: 9:00 AM


Prayer Group: 8:00 PM

Friday:

Mass: 9:00 AM Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following Mass until Noon); Sandwiches will be collected for the downtown street ministries. Please join us for coffee and cake in the hall in celebration of Rene and Claudette Bertholet 50th Wedding Anniversary following Mass.


MOM’S Group: 9:30 AM


K of C Meat Order Pick-up: 4:30 – 6:30 PM

Saturday:
Reconciliation: 5:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday:
Mass: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM



Coffee following both Masses

_________________________________________________________________________
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION Team #1 May 5/6
Saturday 5:00 PM Mass: Margaret Steel, Vital Morrissette, Yvette Nogue, Margaret Baker, Karen and Doug Grabham, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Carl St. Laurent, George and Vivian Palardy, Barry and Sheila Padley, Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey, Joe Gallagher (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Noreen Hess, Joyce Sunada, Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Fern Ackerman (Spare)

THE MICAH CHALLENGE

We call on Christians everywhere to be agents of hope for and with the poor, and to work with others to hold our national and global leaders accountable in securing a more just and merciful world.
PRAYER TREE: Kay Power, 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, 281-5701 

CHILDREN'S LITURGY - 11:00 AM MASS 

Children's Liturgy will resume this Sunday.  Because of a shortage of adult leaders, participation will be limited to children between the ages of 5 years - 9 years only. 

If any adults would like to volunteer to assist, please contact Mrs. Cheryl Argento [238-4188] or Mrs. Patti Dawes [255-7161]. On occasion, the assistance of older youth is helpful. This assistance is coordinated through Mrs. Argento & Mrs. Dawes.
CONFIRMATION RETREAT

For children preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation this year

Retreat/final preparation for the celebration of the sacrament... 

Monday, April 30th; 6:00 - 9:00 PM [lunch included] in the parish hall. 
CONFIRMATION
Wednesday, May 2 at 7:00 PM

Reception to follow

We invite our parishioners to join us for this Mass.  There will be 23 children confirmed. Six children were confirmed at Easter Vigil.

LADIES SPRING SALAD SUPPER 
Tuesday, May 8 – 6:00 PM in the parish hall

All ladies of the parish are welcome!  Please bring your favorite salad or dessert.  (No gifts for Birthright)

CONGRATULATIONS
Matthew Emmelkamp has finished his 3rd year of Philosophy. We will have coffee and cake on Sunday, May 6 after the 11:00 AM Mass to meet and greet Matthew.  Everyone is welcome.

FAITHFUL FRIENDS
Sunday, May 6 from 2:30 – 4:00 PM

Ages 3 – 6 year olds

Join us for games, crafts and planting in Mary’s Garden. Questions? Call Lorelei, 686-1813 or Denise, 253-5139 or Sheila, 255-4314. 

GRIEF GROUP WIND-UP LUNCHEON
Monday, May 14 at Noon

St. Gerard’s Parish Hall

Please circle calendar date, for annual end of session gatherings. Luncheon will be a free-will offering. 

ADULT FAITH DAY 

Friday, May 25th 

10:00 AM in the parish hall 

Prayer & the Labyrinth
BAPTISMAL PREPARATION FOR INFANTS
On the weekend of May 26/27 we will be having baptisms.  This will be the last of our baptisms until the fall.  If you want to have your infant baptism, you must be registered in the parish, and registered for the preparation class by Friday, May 18.  Please call the parish office, 253-2251.
Summer 2007 Vacation Bible School runs July 23 – 27, 9:00 AM – Noon for children ages 3 – 12. The cost is $15 for one child and $30 per family. We are in desperate need of volunteers for Vacation Bible School (music, snacks, games, crafts, and storytelling). For more information, please call Kate Ciha Evans, 238-4743. Registration begins in June.
HIKE FOR LIFE

The 27th Annual “Hike for Life” Walk will be held on Saturday, May 12th. This is a fundraiser to support our Respect for Life program taught in the Catholic school system.   At Princes Island Park, commencing at 8.30 AM  All those willing to tackle the 10 km walk are invited to participate and can pick up Pledge Forms from the Parish Office. 

St. Michael’s Catholic Church was the winner last year for the parish with the most money collected.  

St. Stephen’s Ukrainian Catholic Church was the winner for the priest who collected the most money.

St. Gerard’s Parish Fund Raiser

Natalie Fagnan is giving a singing recital on the evening of May 12th at Mount Royal College in the Leacock Theatre.  The tickets are $20.00 per person or $40.00 per family of 3 and $5.00 for each additional family member.  Half of the ticket proceeds will be donated to St. Gerard’s church for renovations and the other half will go towards supporting Natalie for her master’s program in North Carolina in the fall.  Tickets will be available after the three masses in a couple of weeks.  Please support this great event.

The Project Rachel Ministry offers a journey of healing and reconciliation for those who are suffering distress from a past abortion experience. For more information call Project Rachel at 218-5506 or toll-free at 1-877-597-3223.

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat (RV): The next RV retreat will be held May 18 - 20, 2007. Please contact the Project Rachel office at (403) 218-5506 or toll free @ 1-877-597-3223, or via e-mail: projectrachel@rcdiocese.ab.ca 

MOTHER’S DAY & ALL OCCASION CARDS are available in the Parish Hall on Sunday following the 9.00 and 11.00 AM Masses.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #6488 

34th ANNUAL WIND UP PARTY- MAY 26 
Cost: $30.00/person 
All parishioners and guests are welcome 

Razzama (Live) Jazz Band
COCKTAILS: 6:00 PM

DINNER: 7:00 PM 







     (ALL BEEF CATERING)
Tickets will be on sale following the weekend Masses or contact any of the members.

Knight's of Columbus

May General Meeting

A reminder to all Knight's, this month's general meeting is on Wednesday, May 9. This is to accommodate for the Sacrament of Confirmation that is being held on May 2.

TWILIGHT RETREAT FOR MARRIED COUPLES
Mount St. Francis Retreat Centre

Thursday, May 31 from 6:00 – 9:00 PM

Transportation provided.

It is an opportunity for married couples to spend some quality time together focusing on their spirituality as a couple.  Gift yourself with this evening which includes a delicious supper, transportation, and reflective presentations.  We have room for 30 couples. To register, please call the parish office at 253-2251.

An invitation to those who have taken interfaith courses offered by the Roman Catholic Diocese:

Rabbi Saks is leaving Calgary to take up a new position as rabbi for a congregation in Toledo, Ohio. He has contributed so much to Christian-Jewish relations in general and to our diocese in particular that it seemed right and proper to plan a farewell for him.

Our hope is that this evening will be a surprise for him so please help to keep the secret! Also, if you know someone who has taken a class with him but whose email address I may not have, please pass on the information.

Date: May 27, Sunday evening from 7:00 – 9:00 PM

Place: FCJ Christian Life Centre, 19th Avenue & 1st St. SW 
(behind St. Mary’s Cathedral)

Cost: $15.00, to cover expenses
RSVP – by return email or call 218-5521 by May 21

St. Laurence Anglican Church 

(5940 Lakeview Dr. SW)

invites you to a public lecture:

Wednesday, May 16 at 7:30 PM 

Speaker: Diana Butler Bass, author of 

Christianity for the Rest of Us: How the Neighborhood Church is Transforming the Faith
(This book is the culmination of three years of research on flourishing centrist and progressive mainline Protestant congregations across the US. The book offers a how-to approach for Christians eager to remain true to their tradition while becoming a vital spiritual community. She explains how certain consistent practices ​– such as hospitality, contemplation, diversity, justice, discernment and worship – emerged as core expressions of congregations seeking to rediscover authentic and intentional Christian faith and witness today. This event will be Bass’ only Western Canadian lecture in 2007 and we have already had considerable interest from a variety of denominations.) Tickets: $10 from St. Laurence 249-6184 adminassist@stlaurence.ca or the Anglican Diocese of Calgary 243-3673.

Social Justice Institute in Edmonton – A three-day social justice conference will be held at Newman Theological College in Edmonton between May 3rd and 5th, 2007. The presentations and workshops will focus on current social and justice issues and their interrelatedness. Speakers will represent different Christian denominations. Cost: $75.00. For further cost options, brochure with registration form, agenda, and more information visit: www.albertasynod.ca/social_ministry/sji2007 , email: sji2007@telus.net or call: 780-467-2833. 
Newman Theological College has announced its 2007 summer formation program in liturgy, the Summer School in Liturgical Studies. Sponsored by Newman Theological College and the Liturgy Commission of the Archdiocese of Edmonton, in cooperation with the Western Conference for Liturgy and the CCCB National Liturgy Office, the Summer School in Liturgical Studies is a great opportunity for liturgical formation, which is a priority for both the English and French sector CCCB Commissions for Liturgy. More information is available from Dr. Dan Kingdon, Newman Theological College, 15611 St. Albert Trail, Edmonton, AB, T6V 1H3. Phone: (780) 447-2993, ext. 244; fax: (780) 447-2685;             e-mail: dan.kingdon@newman.edu.







