FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

March 25, 2007

Stewardship of Treasure:  
Sunday Parish Offerings

Outreach

Last Week


$7,400.38

Weekly average, year to date
$8,050.40



Weekly target to meet budget
$8,750.00     
Annual Bishop’s Appeal





$14,633.01

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:

$6,813.55
_________________________________________________________________________

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday: 
No Mass



Card Party: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM



Stewardship Mtg: 7:00 PM



Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Laurence D.)  


Mass: 9:00 AM


PENITENTIAL SERVICE: 7:30 PM

Wednesday:  
Mass: 9:00 AM





Young People’s Choir: 6:00 PM

Choir: 7:30 PM



Knight’s of Columbus Exec. Mtg: 7:30 PM



Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Laurence D.)   


Mass: 9:00 AM


Prayer Group: 8:00 PM                 

Friday:

Mass: 9:00 AM 


Stations/Evening Prayer: 7:00 PM

Saturday:
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM





Mass: 5:00 PM
Sunday:

Mass: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
         



R.C.I.A.: 10:10 AM 
          



Children’s Liturgy at both Masses           



Coffee following both Masses


Faithful Friends Treasure Hunt: 2:30 – 4:00 PM






_________________________________________________________________________

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION Team #1 March 31/ April 1
Saturday 5:00 PM Mass: Margaret Steel, Vital Morrissette, Yvette Nogue, Margaret Baker, Doug and Karen Grabham, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Carl St. Laurent, George and Vivian Palardy, Barry and Sheila Padley, Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey, Joe Gallagher (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Noreen Hess, Joyce Sunada, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Roni Cruickshank, Fern Ackerman (Spare)

THE MICAH CHALLENGE

When Christ is in your life, you have been baptized in the Holy Spirit, as our tradition puts it. When you are baptized in the Holy Spirit, Jesus lives in you, and you are filled with joy. 

Who is the Holy Spirit?...The love between the Father and the Son...The intense joy shared by the Father and the Son. That's what baptism means: to let God live in you in such a way that you experience the very joy that is the inner life of God: passion, enthusiasm and purpose. Joyful people are people who truly image Christ to others. Look for the joyful people in your life this week. Note how their joy motivates them to be people of justice, of love, and of gentle friendship with God. 

[Excerpts from Fr. Robert Barron, Stay with Us , Lord] 

LENTEN PENITENTIAL SERVICES

All below begin at 7:30 PM

Monday, March 26 – St. Patrick’s

Tuesday, March 27 – St. Gerard’s 
Tuesday, March 27 – St. James

Tuesday, March 27 – Holy Spirit

Wednesday, March 28 – Holy Name

Thursday, March 29 – St. Cecilia’s
HOLY WEEK/EASTER 

we are in need of some people to coordinate the post-Easter Vigil               celebration...offers??? 

there will be a table set up for Easter Sunday for the Easter foods that Father will bless
we are in need of people to make and serve coffee for Easter Sunday
ATTENTION LECTORS/PROCLAIMERS
Monday, March 26 – 7:00 PM

Practice of the Gospel readings for Passion Sunday, Good Friday & Easter Vigil.  Please call Anna at 238-3114 to confirm your attendance.
PARISH CARD PARTY
Monday, March 26 

10:00 AM – 2:30 PM in the parish hall

“Fun”raiser for the kitchen renovations

Bridge, whist, cribbage, scrabble or any game you wish to play.  Lunch, prizes, travelling bottle of wine. Cost: $10/per person.  Please call, Terry Smith, 255-8227 or Anita Durand, 255-4645, as we need to know how much to prepare for lunch.

Needed: 

- a queen-size bed frame 

- a dresser
If you have these items, and they are in good condition, please call Doreen in the parish office. We have a lady who is in need of some furniture.

PASTORAL CARE COURSE

May 1 – June 5 

Tuesdays 6:30 – 9:30 PM

Pastoral Care is the unconditional caring response to the lonely, shut-ins, the sick and dying to meet their spiritual needs, being respectful of their own religious beliefs and practice.  This course will introduce you to the basic    visiting skills for visiting in the health care facilities or parish.  For more          information, call Doreen in the parish office, 253-2251.

PALLIATIVE CARE EDUCATION PROGRAM
April 16 – May 17

Mondays and Thursdays

6:15 – 9:30 PM

Palliative care is the active, compassionate care of a person whose disease is no longer responsive to traditional treatment aimed at cure.  The goal of palliative care is to promote quality of life through the control of symptoms, whether they be physical, psychological, social or spiritual.  For more                information, please call Doreen, 253-2251. 
PRAYER TREE: Kay Power, 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, 281-5701
FAITHFUL FRIENDS
Sunday, April 1 – 2:30 – 4:00 PM

“X marks the spot”, join us for a Treasure Hunt and Map Making as we explore and search for treasures in our church.  For more information, call Denise, 253-5139 or Lorelei, 686-1813.  

EASTER & ALL OCCASION CARDS are available in the Parish Hall on Sunday following the 9.00 and 11.00 AM Masses.

The Knights of Columbus are proud to announce that, following a    unanimous vote of approval of a notice of motion that they will be donating $5,000 as an initial donation to St Gerard’s Parish toward the purchase of chairs for the parish hall.  The Knights have committed to raising the            additional funds required to meet the capital expenditure of the chairs.  The Knights are also happy to announce that tickets are now available for their 34th Anniversary Dinner and Dance.  The season wrap up party is scheduled for May 26, 2007 for $30.00.  The roast beef dinner is catered by All Beef Catering with Razzama Jazz providing the music for the dance, following supper.  Tickets will be on sale following the weekend Masses or contact any of the members.

24th ANNUAL OUTDOOR WAY OF THE CROSS – Good Friday, April 6, 2007 at 9:30 AM. This walk begins and ends at St. Mary’s Cathedral               (219 – 18 Ave SW) and takes approximately two hours. As Christ shared in our human suffering, and even in death itself, so we walk in solidarity with him and with all our suffering brothers and sisters who are thirsting for                          compassion and justice in the world today. Everyone is welcome! For                    information call 218-5519.
From the Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs
April 17, 24, May 1: 10:30 – 11:30

Tuesday mornings with Rabbi Moshe Saks 

The How, Why and What of Jewish Prayer
St. Gerard’s Parish Hall

Cost: $15.00

To register call Anna at 218-5521 or via email at                                              ecumenism@rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca  Classes will cover: 

Part 1 - the concept of holiness through prayer

Part 2 - an overview of the structure of Jewish Prayer

Part 3 - an overview of the Prayer Book (Siddur).

Note: This will likely be the last opportunity to attend a class with Rabbi Saks as he is leaving Calgary in July.

ST. ANGELA’S ACADEMY CELEBRATION OF THANKSGIVING
St. Angela’s Academy, an all-girls residential school operated by the             Ursuline Sisters at Prelate, SK will close on June 30, 2007.  Open                     invitations are extended to the following Celebrations of Thanksgiving:

Saturday, July 21 – The general public is invited to an open house with tours from 11:30 AM – 3:30 PM; Closing Prayer in the gym at 4:00 PM.

Sunday, July 22 – For Alumnae and SAA employees and families; also families of the Sisters.  Open house with visiting and tours from                   10:30 AM – 3:30 PM.  Closing Mass at 4:00 PM with Father Ron                  Rolheiser, OMI, as presiding celebrant.  If you plan to attend, please leave a message with name and number attending, (306) 673-2222 or              email: rosetta@sasktel.net  For further details, contact Sister Rosetta,           Executive Director, (306) 673-2204.
LENTEN MISSION, 2007 
A huge THANK YOU to the many, many people who worked so hard to make this mission a success. It is such a source of pride for all of us to see the way our parishioners 'get behind' our missions and plan, and cook, and clean, and sing, and ...etc.etc.etc. This is the way a healthy family should be working          together. We have even had people who were disappointed that they weren't asked to help! 

Father Michael's comments on the parish & the mission: 

· the excitement of the people is something I have not seen in other places; they have a sincere desire to be a part of the mission, and you can feel their enthusiasm and excitement at supper, in the kitchen, in the church and in the coffee/dessert talk. It's great. 

· the community involvement is unbelievable 

· I saw the people truly relating to each other...it was not just social etiquette...there was real concern and caring for one other, whether the people were from St. Gerard's or from another parish. 

· people listened so intently; even the kids were quoting me! 

· many people came to talk to me after the sessions; people who were newer to the parish shared with me that St. Gerard is the kind of community they were searching for...welcoming, hospitable; they said that this parish 'feeds' them 

· one person shared with me that she did not want to hear what I was saying because it was too painful; but she kept coming back every day; she found that by the last night she realized God was speaking directly to her in what I was saying 

· [3] other persons were surprised by how overcome with emotion they were, and needed to be reassured that the emotion was the touch of God 

· thank you for having me in your parish; it was indeed a privilege to be here to 'ruffle your feathers' and to 'spike' you with God's Word
At the request of great numbers of our people, we have extended an invitation to Father Michael for 2008. He will be with us for a mission in Lent, 2008. He will continue to urge us to examine the shadows in our lives, the sore spots that cause us to be confrontational, and the spikes that God uses to stop us in our tracks and force us to confront our shadows & sore spots. 

The closing commission/prayer that many of you asked to have a copy of: 

We pledge to walk together and be women and men determined to bring about a new time. 

And then all that has divided us will merge. 

And then compassion will be wedded to power. 

And then softness will come to a world that is harsh and unkind. 

And then both men and women will be gentle. 

And then both women and men will be strong. 

And then no person will be subject to another's will. 

And then all will be rich and free and varied. 

And then the greed of some will give way to the needs of many. 

And then all will share equally in the earth's abundance. 

And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old. 

And then all will nourish the young. 

And then all will cherish life's creatures. 

And then all will live in harmony with each other and the earth. 

And then everywhere will be called Eden once again. 

[Judy Chicago from the Dinner Party]
