THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

February 24th, 2008

Stewardship of Treasure:  
Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$6,800.26

Weekly average, year to date
$7,963.09



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     
Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal



$2,194.13

St. Gerard’s Parish for Mission Mexico to date:

$2,945.83

St. Vincent de Paul:





$2,792.13 
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday 
No Mass 



Art & Environment Clean-Up: 9:30 AM

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM


Card Party: 1:00 PM



Bible Study with Fr. Rupert: 7:00 PM (Jerusalem)



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM
 

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM


Christian Meditation: 2:00 PM


Knights of Columbus Executive Meeting: 7:30 PM
Thursday 
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Jean D.)


Mass: 9:00 AM



Choir: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Stations of the Cross: 7:00 PM

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM 



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Mass: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
  



Coffee following both Masses



First Communion Prayer Posters: 10:00 – 11:00 AM



RCIA Catechesis: 10:30 AM



Faithful Friends: 2:30 – 4:00 PM
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION Team #1: March 1/2
Saturday 5:00 PM Mass: Doug and Karen Grabham, Yvette Nogue, Margaret Steel, Vital Morrissette, Margaret Baker, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey, Barry and Sheila Padley, George Palardy, Lori Wilkie, Carl St. Laurent, Joe Gallagher (Spare)

 

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Hazel Moen, Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Noreen Hess, Elly Jarvis, Joyce Sunada, Fe Cardino (Spare)

 

WEEKEND LITURGICAL MINISTERS – PLEASE SIGN IN FOR YOUR SCHEDULED MASS.

 

Stewardship – A Way of Life

Third Sunday in Lent 

The Samaritan woman thinks Jesus is asking for a drink and that he is offering to relieve her from her daily chores. The real gift he offers is the baptism into eternal life. It can be difficult to be open to God's gifts when they do not appear to be what we want. With faith we can trust that they are beyond even our wildest dreams. www.rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca/stewardship/ 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF GOD’S GIFTS

One of the ways to practice our commitment to being good stewards is to receive, with gratitude, the many gifts God has given us. 

Our “Stewardship of God’s Gifts” tree is in the hall.  Please stop by to have a look at it, and to add your gift so our tree will be complete.  Just write your gift on a butterfly and put it in the basket.  We will add it to the tree.  When our tree is complete we will be moving it to a permanent display area in the hall.

 

FIRST COMMUNION KIDS:  All children celebrating First Communion should come on Sunday, March 2nd from 10:00 – 11:00 AM for prayer poster making.  We will meet in the parish hall.

 

FAITHFUL FRIENDS
Sunday, March 2nd from 2:30 – 4:00 PM

For children 3 – 6 yr. olds (7 yr. olds also welcome)

Come and paint then wash your cares away.  Please come in your painting clothes.  For more information, please call, Sheila 255-4314, Denise 253-5139, or Lorelei 686-1813.

 

Can you help?  We are in need of some help with our Sunday coffee ministry. This ministry is vital in bringing together parishioners and visitors in fellowship after Sunday liturgy.  This does not involve a large time commitment – you only need to come ½ hour before the 9:00 or 11:00 AM liturgy to start the coffee and juice and to make sure everything is ready.

We are also in need of an assistant co-ordinator for coffee after the 11:00 Sunday liturgy.  This would not involve a large amount of time. You would make sure that there is someone to make and serve coffee after the 11:00 liturgy.  Please contact Ann Bergen 252-5384 if you have any questions.

 

St. Gerard’s
Prayer of Body and Heart

Saturdays: March 15th, March 29th April 12th; 9:30 – 11:00 AM
This is an introductory course to the role of body in prayer and to meditation in the Christian tradition.  This is a devotional approach to yoga postures and to meditation as we anchor our practice in the soil of our Christian faith and pray through the full expression of our being. No experience in yoga or      meditation is required. All are welcome.  Call Marilyn at 441-5671 to register and for more information.

 

MISSION CARDS are available in the Parish Hall on Sunday following the 9:00 and 11:00 AM Masses.

 

PRAYER TREE:  Kay Power 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell 281-5701.

 

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS: The 2007 Income Tax Receipts are in the gathering area of the church in alphabetical order.  Please pick up the tax receipt with your name on it.  Thank you.

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
March 7th, 2008 – 1:30 PM

Theme: “God’s Wisdom Provides New Understanding”

St. Andrew’s United Church, 924 Heritage Drive S.W.
Reception is to follow service.  Everyone is welcome.  For more information, please call Kay Power 255-6241. 
 

The next RACHEL'S VINEYARD retreat, for women and men who have had a past abortion experience, will be held from April 18-20. For more information or registration please contact the Project Rachel office 218-5504, toll-free 1-877-597-3223 or e-mail projectrachel @ rcdiocese.ab.ca 

 

Monday, February 25th, 2008: Start of Transitions in Northwest Calgary – a 15-week program for newly separated or divorced Catholics. For more information or registration please contact us at (403) 218-5504 or via e-mail: lfrcoordinator@rcdiocese.ab.ca

 

YOU CAN HELP MARRIAGES and FAMILIES STAY TOGETHER!   Retrouvaille means ‘rediscover’ first love, and discover there are practical tools every couple can learn to bring intimate communication to their relationship. The next Program begins April 4 – 6, 2008.  Pick up a brochure at the back of the church and bring new hope to a family. To read what many Calgary couples experienced email: rfietz@telus.net or call 257-9638.  Also check the web:  www.helpourmarriage.com  

 

Thursday, February 28th: Introductory Healing Workshop: Forgiveness Moving On with Patti-Anne Kay and Fr. Peter Doherty will be held at the FCJ Christian Life Centre, 219 – 19th Avenue S.W. Time: 6:00 PM – 9:30 PM. Cost: $30 includes dinner. Please register by calling 228-4215.

 

25th ANNUAL OUTDOOR WAY OF THE CROSS – Good Friday, March 21st, 2008 at 9:30 AM. This walk begins and ends at St. Mary’s Cathedral (219 – 18th Avenue S.W.) and takes approximately two hours. Christ shared in our human suffering, even in death itself. We will walk in solidarity with him and with all our suffering brothers and sisters who are thirsting for compassion and justice in the world today. Everyone is welcome! For information call 218-5519.

 

The next meeting of the Calgary Catholic Medical Association (CCMA) will be held on Saturday, March 1st, 10:00 AM at the Catholic Pastoral Centre, 120 – 17th Avenue S.W., Calgary. For more information contact the Life and Family Resource Centre at 218-5504

 

CLEAR WATER ACADEMY
Open House Thursday, February 28th, 2008 from 6:45 – 9:00 PM

RSVP Mrs. Poissant at 240-7916

Bldg. E1, 2550 Dieppe Avenue SW

Please visit our website at www.clearwateracademy.com

 

RCIA: THE SCRUTINIES 

In his well-known song, "Lord of the Dance", Sydney Carter describes the life of Jesus as a series of dances, beginning with a morning dance at the creation of the world and culminating in a leaping dance of resurrection. One of the stanzas takes a more sober tone than the rest: "I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black; it's hard to dance with the devil on your back". 

In our own dance of life, we too have morning songs and    leaping songs. But don't we feel at times as though we're dancing with the devil on our back? A look at the newspapers or tv news reminds us of the powers of evil at work around us: contempt for the poor & the homeless, warfare between people, division & conflict within families, substance abuse, exclusion, abortion, euthanasia, deceit, infidelity. 

During Lent, we are all summoned to a keener awareness of 'the devil on our back'. 

For the elect, Lent is a period of purification and enlightenment. For many months they have reflected deeply on their journey of conversion to Christ. They have come face to face with the powers of evil around them and within them. As they join in the dance of the Christian life, they are asked to identify the powers of sin and death which seek to keep them from the way of Christ. We, as baptized Christians, are also called to ponder the power of sin in the world and in our own lives. 

The scrutinies, celebrated on the 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays of Lent, are ritual celebrations which are meant to remind us of 'conversion'. We are all called to look to Christ as our savior, and to turn away from sin. (Eucharistic Minister, #144) 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
ST. GERARD’S TRATTATORIA

Saturday, April 5 in the parish hall

Enjoy a spaghetti dinner with our roving entertainer Tony Rino.  Tony is well known in Calgary as a opera singing “hobbyist” where he sings and MC’s for many charitable and public events.  All proceeds will go to ’RENOVO’.  Watch for more information in upcoming bulletins.  Prices and tickets will be available soon. 


The new Loonie-A-Day Campaign has taken off with over $22,000 being pledged in the first two weeks! If families continue to sign up at this rate for the Loonie-A-Day Campaign we will soon achieve our fund-raising goals and can begin working on our renovation goals.

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday in Lent (except Good Friday) at 7:00 PM

This is a quiet, reflective prayer time, a time for us to spend in prayer to our God and with our community.
[image: image1.wmf]

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY OF SERVICE
C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM: Dianne Bulbrook

Funeral Team – Wilma / Norm Hagel 253-2485

Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim 252-4685, Jan Gallant 281-4327

Grieving / Consolation Ministry – Parish Office 253-2251

Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday, 7:30 PM: Stephen Dawes 255-7161

Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx 252-2902

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter 259-6684, Sheila Padley 259-2489

Sunday Coffee – Ann Bergen 252-5384 

OUTREACH MINISTRY
Inn from the Cold – 1st and 3rd Monday: Jim Duncan 252-3163, Elaine Warholm 252-3883

Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

Sandwiches for the Drop-in Centre – 1st Friday

St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 PM

Talent Share Pool – Parish Office 253-2251

PARISH MINISTRY
Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter 236-9062 

Parish Pastoral Council – Hanita Simard

Parish Website – Bandi Szakony 252-5353

Renovo – Allan Boras, Hanita Simard

EVANGELIZATION AND CATECHETICAL MINISTRIES
Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 

Children’s Sacraments – Baptism, Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation: Doreen Yochim, Sue Dondlinger, Patricia Dawes

Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 

Faithful Friends – Denise Webber 253-5139

Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham

Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team

Marriage Team Leaders (Sponsor Couple Program) – John / Judy Broad 253-8697

Ministry of Mom’s Sharing (M.O.M.S.) – Friday morning: Sheila Obrigewitsch 255-4314, Denise Webber 253-5139             

Mission Team – Parish Office 253-2251

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) – Doreen Yochim

Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim
Stewardship Committee – Lori Montgomery

LITURGICAL MINISTRY
Environment and Art – Sheila Padley 259-2489

Eucharistic Ministers – Elly Jarvis 252-1442

Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey 255-7913 

Lectors – Anna Tremblay 238-3114

Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley 259-2489
Liturgy of the Hours / Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley 259-2489

Mass Servers – Laurence Daignault, Carl Gratton 723-0031, Paul Negenman 253-8586

MUSIC Coordinator – Patti-Jo Haley, Parish Office 253-2251: 5:00 PM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM, Funeral Choir

Sacristans – Yvette Hope 281-1578

Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue 253-1809

Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell 255-0756

PRAYER LIFE
Christian Meditation – every 2nd Wednesday, 2:00 PM

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 1st Friday, 9:30 AM – Noon

Holy Hour – Tuesday, 7:30 PM: Melissa Emmelkamp 255-1889

Parish Prayer Group – Thursdays, 7:00 – 8:00 PM

Prayer Tree – Kay Power 255-6241, Rosemary Fennell 281-5701

Rosary Making – Susan How
Yoga / Meditation – Marilyn 441-5671

PASTORAL TEAM

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)
Doreen Yochim

Patti-Jo Haley

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 11:30 AM



12:30 PM – 4:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.

Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS
Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.






















