BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST

May 25, 2008




  
Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$6,504.48

Weekly average, year to date

$8,108.88
Weekly target to meet budget

$9,000.00     
Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal



$13,827.65

St. Gerard’s Parish for Mission Mexico to date:

$9,142.05

St. Vincent de Paul:





$12,025.15

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday 
No Mass
Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Laurance D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Stewardship Renewal: 7:30 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM  




Bible Study: 9:45 AM (Chapters 5 & 6)



Knights of Columbus Executive Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday 
Morning Prayer: 9:00 AM (Laurance D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Choir: 7:30 PM
Friday

Mass: 9:00 AM

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



K of C Dinner & Dance following Mass

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
  



Coffee following both Masses
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMM. Team #1: May 31 / June 1

Saturday 5:00 PM: Doug and Karen Grabham, Yvette Nogue, Margaret Steel, Margaret Baker, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey, Barry and Sheila Padley, George Palardy, Lori Wilkie, Carl St. Laurent, Joe Gallagher (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Hazel Moen, Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Noreen Hess, Elly Jarvis, Fe Cardino (Spare)

 

Stewardship – A Way of Life

The blowing wind, the mild, moist air, the exquisite greening of trees and grasses – in their beginning, in their ending, they give God their praise. ~ Hildegard of Bingen

 

Staff Planning Day for 2008/9 

For our parish ministries: if there are specific dates that you would want to have booked on the parish calendar, please submit those requests to the parish office by Friday, May 30th.  Office closed Tuesday June 3rd.

 

PRAYER TREE:  call Kay Power 255-6241, Rosemary Fennell 281-5701

 

FEAST OF FAITH: TRANSFORMING POWER OF THE EUCHARIST
A 4-part adult faith reflection on the Eucharist

By Marcellino D'Ambrosio, PhD

In conjunction with the International Eucharist Congress in Quebec in June, one of our parish offerings is this faith formation series. It offers profound reflections on the nature of the Eucharist - the "source and summit" of the Catholic Faith.   4 sessions: The Eucharist as a Sacrifice; The Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist; Getting More Out of the Mass; Eucharistic Adoration 

Basic outline of the 75 minute sessions:

· video talk by Dr. D'Ambrosio

· group sharing on the questions given for the session

· prayer & journaling

If there is sufficient interest from our parishioners, these sessions will be offered:

Monday - Thursday, June 16th - 19th; 9:45 - 11:00 AM &

Monday - Thursday, June 16th - 19th; 7:00 - 8:15 PM

Please register ASAP for either the morning or evening session; workbooks have to be ordered.  For further information, talk to Doreen Yochim [parish office: 253-2251; doreen@stgerards.ca]

Renewal: to Refresh, Rekindle, Recharge
In September St. Gerard’s will embark on a Fall Renewal. There will be many opportunities for spiritual refreshment including a Twilight Retreat, Bible Study, Guest Speaker Presentations and of course, Fun, Food, and Hospitality.  To prepare for the Fall Renewal you will each be given a packet of Dwarf Sunflower Seeds on the weekends of May 24/25th and May 31st /June 1st:

·
Plant the seeds either in pots or in your garden.

·
On September 13th /14th, the first day of the Renewal, bring back the potted Sunflower

·
OR bring a photo of you with your plant in your garden

·
OR in the case of “black thumb”, bring any other blossoms you may have available to you.

Together we’ll create a beautiful beginning

 

Wednesday Scripture reflection: Nurturing a Eucharistic Imagination
Each Wednesday, in the parish hall, after morning mass, people are welcome to drop-in and join the discussion. Discussion this week will centre on 'Eucharistic Conduct' {John 13} and on 'The Converted Imagination'. This reflection / discussion group is looking at possible ways God may be inviting us to transform our way of thinking and the way we live through reflection on the centrality of Eucharist/Jesus Christ to genuine discipleship.

 

Our dear little Patti Gallagher has fallen and broken a hip. She is currently in the Rockyview Hospital. If you wish to encourage Patti on the road to recovery, send her a card/letter/poem/prayer to her home. She will benefit greatly knowing that her parish community is thinking of her. Jan [office] can provide you with Patti's address.

 

Spiritual Direction 

Have you been considering the benefits of spiritual direction? Might you want to locate a spiritual director? The FCJ Centre is currently offering the possibility of some openings with spiritual directors who are in training. The spiritual direction relationship would last for 8 months [beginning in September], with the director and directee meeting once/month. Each director/student will be supervised by one of the FCJ staff. If you would like further information, please contact Sister Joan Cartlidge at 228-4215 {by June 25th}.

1st FRIDAYS IN JULY AND AUGUST
Coffee and goodies will be served after masses on the 1st Fridays of July and August. Rose Marie Baschenis will coordinate ... however, she needs volunteers to bake goodies, serve, and clean up.  Please call Rose Marie 281-9666 to volunteer your assistance.
The Annual Memorial Cemetery Masses will be held as follows at 7:30 PM. (Rain or Shine)

St. Mary’s Cemetery – Wednesday, June 18th
Holy Family Cemetery – Thursday, June 19th
St. Joseph’s Cemetery – Wednesday, August 20th
Good Shepherd Cemetery – Thursday, August 21st
PARISH PRAYER GROUP 

We need to be praying, as 'two or three gathered', for our parish community and for all of God's people. 

We are trying to form daily Prayer Group’s to pray for individual and joint needs in our community.  Therefore, we ask anyone who is interested in such prayer to pick a day/s and time/s that suit their schedule.  People should call Jan in the parish office, 253-2251, with this information and they will be contacted with a time and day closest to their request.  These groups will begin by considering the work of Henri Nouwen and how it relates to their spiritual experiences.  We will pray in thanksgiving for the love of Jesus revealed through these experiences in our life and in that of our community.  EVERYONE IS WELCOME! (Including children)
FIRST EUCHARIST 

This weekend, those who having been preparing for 1st Eucharist, are concluding their group celebrations with the Bread Celebration. Please pray for our entire parish 1st Communicants and their families. As a faith community, we all have a responsibility to support families on their faith journey, remembering the African proverb: It takes a village [parish] to raise a child.

Bee, James Muir


Melendy, Bronwyn Sian


Blain, Matthew David

Melnyk, Nicole Alexis


Carruthers, Alexandra Joyce
Negenman, Michael Dennis


Carruthers, Catherine Faith

Obrigewitsch, Kara Regan


Casar, Francesca Isabel

Palardy, Morgan


Dawes, Jacob David


Parra, Juan David


Deibert, Lauren Claire

Parra, Juanita Bernal


Diego, Jazz Brad


Rotinsky, Thomas Edward


Ferguson, Reid Steve

Rueda, Jorge Bahamon


Ferneyhough, Kira Anne

Rueda, Pablo Bahamon


Gerein, Claire Marie


Ryan, Aaron Joseph


Gerein, Gillian Ann


Ryan, Kenneth James


Hartos, Madison


Sheffield, Eric Clinton


Herman, Sarah Elizabeth

Simard, Avery Marie


Idnay, Kristen Marie


Sinnott, Katrina Leigh


Kalk, Alyssa Maria


Squittieri, Harrison


Kay, Joseph



Squittieri, Taeler Marie


Klassen, Owen Alexander

Tallman, Kelsey Lynn


Lizotte, Emily Jane


Weddell, Lacey Amanda


Logel, Grace Elizabeth

Zapata, Mauricette Keeler


McKay, Brighid Maxine

Zoura, Peter







Zoura, Rita

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Currently: We have 2 gentlemen, Gordon Murray and Michael Tolan, who are in the Inquiry stage of RCIA. 'Sending Forth'/'Dismissals' will probably start at the beginning of July. We are in need of 1 or 2 folks to coordinate the recruitment, training & scheduling of Dismissal Leaders. If you might be interested, please contact the parish office.
If you would like to be a Dismissal leader {approximately 3 times} over the next 4 months, please call Doreen in the parish office. We will need folks {hopefully} at all 3 weekend masses, at various times during the coming months. This is a very important ministry to candidates desiring to become members of our faith community.
Visioning: To all the people who were involved with RCIA this past year {& parishioners who would like to be involved this year}: candidates / catechumens, sponsors, dismissal leaders, catechists...
We would invite all of you to gather together in the north end hall [carpeted side] for a coffee and to share insights. We will meet at 10:00 AM on Sunday, June 8th. Come prepared to share: what you found worked very well; those areas which you see could be improved {and how they might be improved}; positive suggestions for enhancing this ministry.
Ministry: The initiation of adults into the faith community is a gradual process that takes place within the community of the faithful. The ideal would be that everyone in the faith community be involved in the RCIA process in some way. As we welcome & 'initiate' a person coming into our families through marriage, so, in the same manner, we all should be responsible for assisting in the initiation of those persons who come into our faith family. Would you consider giving a wee bit of your time to this ministry? The more people we have involved with this process of initiation, the more the candidate will feel a part of the parish, and the richer will be the initiation.
Benefits: When we journey with the candidates, we learn so much more about the Word of God, our own faith journey and about the Catholic Church. We 'grow' and are 'formed'. Team participants always say that they have learned more by being involved with this ministry than anything else they have done in the Church. Come & give it a try!

INVITATION TO OUR SENIORS 

FRIDAY, JUNE 20th
Come for Mass, Breakfast, and Entertainment 

Our annual Spring Fling in honor of all that our senior members do for our parish...check out who the volunteers are for many of our events, and you will discover that many of them are our seniors.  Seniors head up our Prayer Tree and our Prayer Groups; they serve as Pastoral Care volunteers; they work faithfully & tirelessly for Inn from the Cold twice each month; they sort & carry immense amounts of heavy foodstuffs for St. Vincent de Paul; they cook & they clean; they offer friendly, loving hospitality in all of our liturgical ministries. Their contribution to St. Gerard's is a 'treasure beyond price'.  We invite all the seniors of our parish to come for a fun morning on June 20th. There will be good food & lively entertainment. Cost: a genuine smile & a loving hug! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Theme:  Rainforest Adventures

August 18 – 22 from 9:00 AM – Noon

St. Peter’s Anglican Church

Ages 3 – 11 yrs. old

Cost: $20/child or $30/family (includes T-shirt, crafts and snacks.)  We also have adult leadership positions available for music, games, crafts, snacks and bible stories.  If interested, please call Moe Fricke at 253-6997.  Registration forms can be picked up at the back of the church.

 

 

[image: image1.wmf]

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
MINISTRY OF SERVICE
C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesdays at 7:00PM, Dianne Bulbrook

Emergency contact – Doreen Yochim 252-4685, Jan Gallant 281-4327

Funeral Team – Wilma & Norm Hagel 253-2485

Grieving/Consolation Ministry – parish office

Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesdays at 7:30PM: Stephen Dawes 255-7161

Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx 252-2902

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter 259-6684, Sheila Padley 259-2489

Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen 252-5384 

 

OUTREACH MINISTRY
Inn from the Cold – 1st & 3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan 252-3163, Elaine Warholm 252-3883

Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays

St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays at 7:30PM

 

PARISH MINISTRY
Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter 236-9062 

Parish Pastoral Council – Hanita Simard

Parish Website – Bandi Szakony 252-5353

 

EVANGELIZATION AND CATECHETICAL MINISTRY
Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team

Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation: Doreen Yochim

Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 

Faithful Friends – Denise Webber 253-5139

Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham

Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program: John and Judy Broad 253-8697

Ministry of Mom’s Sharing (M.O.M.S.) – Fridays at 10:00AM: Sheila Obrigewitsch 255-4314, Denise Webber 253-5139             

Parish Mission Team – parish office

Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) – Doreen Yochim

Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim

Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky

 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY
Environment and Art – Sheila Padley 259-2489

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis 252-1442

Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey 255-7913 
Lectors – Anna Tremblay 238-3114

Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 

Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault 281-3665, Paul Negenman 253-8586

MUSIC Coordination – 5PM, 9AM, 11AM, Funeral Choir: parish office
Sacristans – Yvette Hope 281-1578

Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue 253-1809

Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell 255-0756

PRAYER LIFE
Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays at 1:30PM: Marilyn 441-5671

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 1st Fridays: 9:30AM – Noon

Holy Hour – Tuesdays at 7:30PM: Melissa Emmelkamp 255-1889

Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley 259-2489

Prayer Tree – Kay Power 255-6241, Rosemary Fennell 281-5701

Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn 441-5671

 
PASTORAL TEAM

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)
Doreen Yochim

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 11:30 AM



12:30 PM – 4:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS
The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.






















