FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

November 30, 2008




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$8,794.90

Weekly average, year to date
$7,810.28



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$21,162.17

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$19,819.91

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$31,128.93 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday 
No Mass

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM



Mass: 9:00 AM



CWL POTLUCK SUPPER: 6:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Mission Team Meeting: 9:45 AM



Christian Yoga: 12:30—1:20 PM   Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



L’Arche Calgary Meeting: Noon—4:30 PM



Knights of Columbus Meeting: 7:30 PM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM



Scripture Study - Sr. Darlene Madore, fcj : 9:45 AM (Ezekiel)



Choir Practice 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 



Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 10:00 AM until Noon.


Sandwiches will be collected for the downtown street ministries.  

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM, PARISH MISSION BEGINS


 
Coffee after Mass

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM



Coffee after both Masses



RCIA catechesis: 10:15 AM



Mission Supper: 6:00 PM



Mission Presentation: 7:30 PM

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #1 for December 6/7

Saturday 5:00 PM: Doug and Karen Grabham, Yvette Nogue, Margaret Steel, Margaret Baker, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey, Barry and Sheila Padley, George Palardy, Carl St. Laurent, Joe Gallagher (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Hazel Moen, Lou and Roni Cruickshank, Melissa Emmelkamp, Noreen Hess, Elly Jarvis, Fe Cardino (Spare)

 

ADVENT 2008

‘Be watchful! Be alert!’  Live in joyful expectation…
This is how we begin Advent: not by looking to Christ’s first coming into the midst of humanity at the Incarnation, but by looking to Christ’s return.  We, like Jesus, have each been given our own work to do on this earth. Being faithful Disciples of Christ is the core of our life’s journey; like Jesus, we are one day to return to the Father, knowing that we have been ‘good and faithful servants’.   We must always be ready, be prepared for, and live in joyful expectation of that glorious day.
 

DIOCESAN MISSION MEXICO DAYS

December 10th – 14th
When you are considering your Christmas ‘sharing’, please remember our Diocesan & parish commitment to the Diocese of Talapa.

On Friday, December 12th [feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe], a ‘Mexican’ breakfast will be served in the parish hall after the morning mass.  There will be a collection for this breakfast; the monies will be given to Mission Mexico.

At the weekend masses on December 13th/14th, all parishioners are encouraged to bring ‘loonies’ and to participate with the children in filling the Mission Mexico pot with loonies.  This is a good opportunity to show the children of the parish that the ‘big people’ also support Mission Mexico.

 

Mission Mexico Fundraiser
Carrie Stoesz-Johnston, Carrie Monk, Tom Megee, Jennifer Georgeadis, and Patti-Jo Scott-Haley have cut a new CD which should be ready for sale in about 10 days.  If you are interested in reserving a copy of the CD, please order at fmonk@shaw.ca   Follow the link below to hear a sample of the CD.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUkTjYiy5Gs

Reminder: Mission Mexico gift cards are available in the parish office.  Make a donation to Mission Mexico in the name of a family member or friend…a gift that helps the underprivileged.
CHRISTMAS GIFTS NEEDED
For St. Vincent de Paul

Our tree is set up in the gathering area.  On the tree are tags indicating an age and gender.  Please take a tag, attach it to a SMALL wrapped gift and return it to the church on or before Sunday, December 7.  Gifts will be directed to our St. Vincent de Paul Society.  We wish to thank-you for your support.  For further information, call Geraldine, 281-3571.

MISSION TEAM MEETING

Wednesday, December 3rd, after mass, in the parish hall we will be meeting to discuss preparations for our parish Advent Mission.  Anyone who may be interested in joining the mission team is welcome to attend this meeting.

  

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS INFORMATION

Advent Mission: December 6th – 9th
Mission Mexico week [with activities & collections]: December 10th – 14th
Joy to the World Ecumenical Advent Service: Sunday, December 14th
St. Gerard Parish Penitential Service: Tuesday, December 16th
Pastoral Care Christmas Cookie Ministry to our shut-ins: Friday, December 19th
St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers: weekend of December 19th/20th
Christmas Eve Mass times: 5:00 PM & 10:00 PM

Christmas Day Mass times: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

 

LATOUR CENTRE INFORMATION
An answer to your many inquiries: because of the loss of their Centre, the Christmas supper will not be happening this year.  St. Gerard parishioners have generously provided turkeys & hams for this Christmas dinner for many years.  And for that generosity, the Centre has been most appreciative.  So, for this year, we will not be asking our parishioners for the donation of turkeys and hams.  However, the gifts for the children will still be needed.  Perhaps those of you who donated these items for the Centre might instead consider buying gifts for the Angel Tree, or giving monies/foods to St. Vincent de Paul.

2009 SUNDAY MISSALS are available in the parish office.  Cost: $3.00 or 2 for $5.00.
 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701.
 

 “SPECIAL”  MISSION CHOIR
Fr. Jim Marchionda, our mission preacher, is a well-known composer, singer, & conductor.  One of his compositions, I WAS HUNGRY, was sung at the funeral of Mother Teresa of Calcutta.
Fr. Jim often forms a special choir for Dominican missions.  To this end, he invites all parish musicians, cantors, choir members [of all ages] to join together for the closing prayer concert on the final night of the mission.  He welcomes all interested parishioners, who may not usually participate in a choir, to feel free to join just for the mission.  All that is required is a love of music and presence at a minimum of 2 rehearsals.
The 1st rehearsal is a 2-hour rehearsal sometime during the opening weekend of the mission.
Any person who is interested in participating in the mission choir and is able to commit to rehearsals is asked to phone the parish office at 253-2251 and leave your name & phone number.
 

CWL – TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2 at 6:00 PM

This is the night for our annual Christmas Potluck Supper and all the ladies of the Parish are welcome to attend – the admission is one of your favorite dishes to share with everyone and we are collecting socks, gloves, scarves etc. for the less fortunate. Please bring a musical instrument/noisemaker to join in the fun. There will be a raffle as well.

Our Bazaar on November 22nd was a huge success so please accept the thanks/applause you deserve because it could not have happened without all of you.

 
Paul’s Letters Assure us of God’s Grace

By Clifford M. Yeary, Associate Director of Little Rock Scripture Study
There is some debate as to whether babies learn to recognize a smiling face very early in life, or are in fact born with the capacity to recognize it as part of their genetic makeup.

In either case, a baby’s joy in recognizing a smiling face seems to be an important part of a bonding relationship between mother and child. This puts the baby on the path toward forming healthy relationships with other humans throughout life. Greeting a smiling face first thing in the morning is a joy at any age, and can be experienced even by those who live alone, if they possess a mirror!

In a letter addressed to the Christians of Philippi, perhaps as early as the year 55, Paul greeted all who would read or hear it with words meant to cheer them: “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” In every letter he wrote, Paul prayed for the recipients to receive the blessings of “grace” from God.

Of all the words that might characterize Paul’s thought, few could compete with grace and the many ways he used it. On a surface level, the Greek word for grace simply means “favor.” But from its deepest roots in the Old Testament, where there is more than one Hebrew word that would be translated into Greek as grace (charis), there is a very warm picture drawn for us of what it means to enjoy God’s favor.

In Psalm 31, a supplicant begs of God, “Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your kindness” (verse 17). In Numbers 6:25, the blessing of God is pronounced upon Israel in this way: “The LORD let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!” The graciousness of God, the grace of God, begins with the image of a face benevolently shining upon those who are humble of stature. It is hard to imagine a face shining without a smile.

Imagine how a shining face might have been an experience of unexpected and unearned joy in ancient biblical times. A servant in a large household has dropped a clay pot on the floor, shattering it and spilling its precious contents in the master’s presence.

Looking up in fear of the master’s response, the servant discovers that his master is smiling, his face shining graciously. The servant has found “favor” with the master, at a time in which he might have only expected punishment.
Grace is God’s favor. Grace is discovering that God welcomes you into a loving, life-giving relationship without you having done anything to earn that favor. In fact, for any one of us who might examine our lives carefully, it is quite evident that God’s favor is undeserved.

Grace is not, however, an act of indulgence on God’s part. God is not a doddering old uncle who finds everything we do, no matter how careless or offensive, something to reward with his famous smile.

For Paul, God’s grace comes to us through the violent infliction of an unjust death: the crucifixion of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. “While we were enemies,” Paul tells us in Romans, “we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son” (5:10b).

In Romans 5, Paul traces the history of sin in the world. He tells us how death — which is far more than just the fact of our mortality, but rather the ultimate reality of our estrangement from God — came into the world through an original act of sinfulness.

Beginning with the first sin and extending to our own most recent sins, the deadly effects of sin have contaminated the entire human race.

Death reigns victorious everywhere because of sin. Despite the multitude of sins and the universality of death, by the grace of God, a single righteous act of one man, Jesus Christ, will bring all who believe to eternal life (verse 17). This act was Jesus enduring his crucifixion, which was a direct result of his obedient faithfulness to God.

Paul was personally convinced that grace is the power of God to transform us into the image of Christ even as we struggle with our weakness and imperfections in this life (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Paul gives thanks that the grace given the Corinthian Christians is such that there is no spiritual gift they will ever need, from now until the Lord’s return that will be denied them.

This grace is something extremely powerful in our present lives as well. We, like the Corinthians, are assured that the One who gave us the Son will give us anything needed to reach our inheritance as children of God.

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter (403)259-6684 or Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from The Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163, Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Hanita Simard


Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator (403)281-1578


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665 or Paul Negenman (403)253-8586


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



5:00 PM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM, Funeral Choir


Lectors – Anna Tremblay (403)238-3114


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 


Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671
PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:30 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.






















