THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

October 26, 2008




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$8,789.50

Weekly average, year to date
$7,734.86



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$19,735.04

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$17,780.95

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$27,970.80  

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday 
No Mass

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.)



Mass: 9:00 AM 



Little Rock Scripture Study: 9:45 AM (St. Paul)



Card Party: 1:00—3:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Prodigal Son Discussion Group: 9:45 AM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM



Knights of Columbus Executive Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.) 



Mass: 9:00 AM




Choir: 7:30 PM

Friday

Mass: 9:00 AM



Art and Environment Committee Meeting: 9:30 AM

Saturday
DIOCESE SOCIAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE: 9:00 AM



Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM



Coffee after both Masses



FAITHFUL FRIENDS: 2:30—4:00 PM

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #1 for November 1/2
Saturday 5:00 PM: Margaret Steel, Margaret Baker, Yvette Nogue, Doug and Karen Grabham, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Carl St. Laurent, George Palardy, Barry and Sheila Padley, Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey, Joe Gallagher (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Noreen Hess, Hazel Moen, Elly Jarvis, Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Fe Cardino (Spare) 

 
SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE for November 2

 

After 9:00 AM Mass - no one has signed up

After 11:00 AM Mass - no one has signed up

 

If you are able to help serve coffee on the weekend of November 02, or any other weekend, please contact Ann Bergen (403) 252-5384, or sign up on the sign-up sheet in the hall.

 
Reflection on today’s readings:

The readings today speak so clearly about loving our neighbors. Immediately we should think also of the story of the Good Samaritan, because in that story it becomes clear that every person is truly our neighbor and especially when the person is in need. We must be loving neighbors to all people who come into our lives. No one can be excluded from being our neighbor.  Love of neighbor is at the heart of serving God and being faithful to what God is asking of us. Love of neighbor is not an optional part of our Christianity.
 
Faithful Friends Sunday, November 2nd at 2:30 PM
Come join us for crafts, music, games, and “Snack time”. In a creative and fun way we will explore our theme of “Bears and Hibernating.” All 3-8 year olds are welcome.

 
Prodigal Son {by Henri Nouwen} – reading, reflecting, exploring the challenges of becoming the ‘forgiving’ person.
The 1st discussion gathering will be on Wednesday, October 29th after morning mass.  The books are in.  If you wish to purchase a copy, you may get one in the office.  Cost: $20.  Focus of discussion will be on pp.1-23.

 
PRAYER GROUP
To Gather in Christ—Small Prayer Groups

Mondays, 6:30—7:15 PM

Tuesdays, 9:35—10:05 AM

Wednesdays 9:35—10:05 AM & 5:30—6:15 PM

Thursdays 9:35—10:05 AM and After Bible Study—12:30 PM

Call Maureen at (403) 366-0704.

 
PARISH MISSION 2008
Preaching, story-telling, music, laughter, prayer ... prepare yourself for Dominican preachers Fr. Jim Marchionda, OP and Sr. Ann Willits, OP as they lead our Parish Mission, December 6th-9th. Fr. Jim and Sr. Ann will preach at all weekend Masses and then present a mission for all generations Sunday through Tuesday.

Why should I consider a Scripture Study? 
Scripture Study fosters growth and maturity in the participant’s faith and prayer life under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and returns them to their parish with a closer relationship to God.  [St. Jerome suggested that ignorance of sacred scripture is ignorance of Christ.]  Participants are encouraged to use this growth to become active in their parish ministries & functions, to share with others about the Catholic Faith, and about how they live the Word of God, and in the community at large, to become a visible witness for Catholic Christian behavior.
St. Gerard Parish offers a variety of opportunities for Scripture study:
1.
Tuesday mornings, after mass: 


St. Paul’s Letters to the Galatians & to the Romans
2.
Wednesday evenings; 7:30 PM:
St. Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians
3.
Thursday mornings, after mass {resuming on November 6th}: 


The Major Prophets: Isaiah; Jeremiah; Ezekiel
4.
Book Club: the 1st & 3rd Tuesday evenings; 7:30 PM; 


The Return of the Prodigal Son {Henri Nouwen}

5.
Reflection & Discussion Hour: Wednesday mornings after morning mass, 
once/month: The Return of the Prodigal Son {Henri Nouwen}. 

All of these gatherings are held in the parish hall.  Everyone is welcome.

Books available in the parish office:
Personal study bibles [variety of translations & prices]; bible tabs

Paul, His Letters & His Theology [Stanley B. Marrow] {$25.00}

Meet the Prophets [John W. Miller] {$20.00}

The Return of the Prodigal Son [Henri J.M. Nouwen]  {$20.00}

Reading the Old Testament [Fr. Lawrence Boadt] {$25.00}

Reading the New Testament [Pheme Perkins] {$20.00}

 
GRIEF & BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
For the past several years, Sue Ouriou, Claudette Bertholet, and Marie Farrell facilitated the Grief/Bereavement Ministry in our parish.  We are very grateful to these ladies for the compassionate and loving service that they provided to the many people who journeyed in the Grief Group.  In the past year & a half, all 3 of the women have resigned from the ministry because of other commitments.  St. Gerard Parish owes a great ‘thanks’ to Sue, Claudette & Marie.
Over the past few months, we have been searching for new people to‘re-birth’ this ministry in our parish.  God has been good; 2 people have come forward indicating a willingness to facilitate this ministry.  Is there anyone else in the community who might have an interest in helping out with the Grief Ministry?  Please talk to Doreen, pastoral associate, for further information.  [The Diocese will be offering training in February.]

 
Parent Gatherings re: Sacramental Preparation
Our Parent gatherings will be held in late November and early December.  If your family is planning to celebrate a sacrament in 2009, have you registered your school-age child for the sacrament?  Baptism; Confirmation; Eucharist; Reconciliation   We urge you to do so as soon as possible.  Registration forms can be filled out in the parish office.

 
Our Annual Fall Bazaar will be held Saturday, November 22 from 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  We are in need of donations of all kinds: Christmas baking, crafts, raffle items and especially items for the Silent Auction.   Please call Terry Smith, (403) 255-8227, for more information.  Help is needed in the kitchen, Bake Table, Silent Auction, Raffles, etc.  Contact Terry Smith, (403) 255-8227.

 
To the men of St. Gerard’s Parish:
Our Council of the Knights of Columbus is continuously seeking new members and we are looking for you to join us.
The Knights of Columbus is an association of men that responds to Christ’s teaching through our commitment to perform acts of charity, focus on our Catholicity, and assist our pastor.  We support our church, such as the Renovo Project, our community, such as Inn from the Cold and our family, such as the Mother’s Day Breakfast.

We enjoy socializing together and receiving support from other Catholic men in both our spiritual and secular life journeys.
There is a calling for men who can make a long term commitment and also to those who can only assist by being on call for occasional service.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Knights of Columbus, please join us at our Open House on November 5, 2008, from 7:00 to 8:00 PM in the Parish Hall.  If you cannot attend the open house but still have questions or are interested in joining our Council, please contact me directly.
Yours in Christ,

Stephen Dawes,

Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus, Bishop Klein Council (6488).

Phone (430)255-7161

 
PLEASE NOTE: Scripture study on the Major Prophets
Sr. Darlene has spent the last 3 weeks giving us insights into the prophet & writings of the Book of Isaiah.  Because of eye surgery, Sister will not be offering a class for the next few weeks.  Please keep Sr. Darlene in your prayers.  Her sessions will resume on the week of (November 6th) at 9:45 AM. She will be starting an in-depth look at the prophet Jeremiah.  Everyone is welcome to attend any of her sessions.

 
VETERANS’ FOOD DRIVE
For the week of November 8th – 16th, a special food collection will be sponsored by our parish for the Veterans’ Food Bank.
The Year of St. Paul

June, 2008 —June, 2009
The Gift of Scripture & St. Paul

The Apostolic Preaching
The second work written by Luke, the Acts of the Apostles, takes the story further as the good news of Jesus is preached ‘in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’ (Acts 1:8). The account of the dramatic power of the Holy Spirit at the feast of Pentecost announces the birth of the Church. The speech of Peter is the first of many speeches in Acts, the focus of them all being the death and resurrection of Jesus and the consequent call to faith in him. Luke describes the early community as devoting themselves ‘to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers’ (Acts 2:42). It remains the call of Christ today that, by fidelity to the word, to the Eucharist and to prayer, we should live as a community of love reaching out in mission to the whole world. After the account of the death of the first Christian martyr, Stephen, we are introduced to Saul and his dramatic experience of the call of Christ on the road to Damascus (Acts 9). Saul, also known as Paul, is the ‘chosen instrument’ to bring the name of Christ to the nations (Acts 9:15). Meanwhile, Peter too, experiences a vision in which he learns that all peoples are to be welcomed into the Christian fold (Acts 10:34-35).
The Journeys of Paul
Accounts of the three missionary journeys of Paul and his final journey to Rome are also found in Acts. During his second journey, Paul, inspired by a vision, crosses into Europe (Acts 16:9-10). Paul and his companions often face persecution from the Jews and hardships of all sorts. It is Paul’s mission to the Gentiles which is the main reason for Jewish opposition (The Jewish People 75). When hostility to him grows from the Jews of Jerusalem, he appeals to the emperor and makes the hazardous sea journey to Rome. At the end of Acts, the gospel message has reached Rome, capital of the empire and destined to become the heart of the universal Church.
Paul’s Mission and Gospel
We gain a more direct testimony about St. Paul from his letters. The genuine letters of St. Paul were written long before the first written gospel and are consequently the earliest writings of the New Testament. Paul is totally convinced that he was ‘set apart for the gospel of God’ (Romans 1:1). He is called by Christ to preach ‘the obedience of faith’ to all the nations (Romans 1:5), among whom he includes the people of Rome, whom he calls ‘God’s beloved, called to be saints’ (Romans 1:7). Paul is the apostle of the Gentiles, proclaiming faith in Christ ‘to the Jew first and also to the Greek’ (Romans 1:16). For Paul, Christ is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 3:21-22 Galatians 3:24-26). Christians, baptized into new life, live by the law of the Spirit (Romans 8:2). Later in the Letter to the Romans Paul will consider the difficult issue of God’s covenant with Israel. He employs the image of an olive tree. While some branches, the Jews who have not accepted Christ, have been removed, new ‘wild olive shoots’, the Gentiles, have been grafted onto the olive tree of Israel (Romans 11:17). Those who do not accept Christ remain beloved, however, ‘for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable’ (Romans 11:29). Paul thus proclaims the extraordinary gift of the new life of faith that Christ has brought by his death and resurrection; but he also leaves us in no doubt that we owe the beginnings, the roots of our faith, to Abraham and his descendants (The Jewish People 36).
"The Apostle of the Gentiles, who dedicated himself to the spreading of the good news to all peoples, spent himself for the unity and harmony of all Christians. May he guide us in this bimillenary celebration, helping us to advance in the humble and sincere search for the full unity of all the members of the mystical body of Christ."
Pope Benedict XVI
Pastoral Problems of the Pauline Churches
Paul, as we have seen in Romans, makes a major contribution to Christian understanding of Christ’s person and work. He also addresses various problems faced by the Christian communities. In the first and second letters to the Thessalonians, he reassures Christians about the resurrection of those who have died in Christ and dampens any excessive expectations of Christ’s imminent return. In the Letter to Philemon, Paul deals with the delicate problem of a runaway Christian slave returning to a Christian household. In the first and second letters to the Corinthians, he addresses various pastoral concerns, including disunity in the community. Paul’s teaching on the role of women has given rise to much debate, especially in our own time. Paul, on the one hand, encourages the ministry of women (Romans 16:1 Philippians 4:2-3) and speaks of the role of both women and men in Christian liturgical gatherings (1 Corinthians 11:4-5). Elsewhere in the first letter to the Corinthians, we find an instruction that women should be silent at meetings (1 Corinthians 14:34-35). In the first letter to Timothy, sometimes considered to be the work of a disciple of Paul, scriptural justification is given for a lesser role for women (1 Timothy 2:12-15). Other texts deal with the relationship of husband and wife and seem to sanction a subordinate role for wives (Colossians 3:18 Titus 2:4-5). It needs to be carefully explained, particularly when this material is used in the liturgy, that such texts come from particular social and religious settings and must be read in the context of the whole of Scripture, and particularly in the light of the testimony of the gospels to Jesus’ own inclusive attitudes and behavior. These Pauline texts should never be used to undermine the dignity of women. In the Letter to the Ephesians, we find an inspiring presentation of the mutual relationship of self-giving love of husband and wife, which is modeled on the love of Christ for the Church (Ephesians 5:21-33).
Christ and the Church
The letters to the Colossians and to the Ephesians provide a more developed understanding of Christ and the Church. Christ is the first born of all creation; and, being the first born from the dead, he is the head of the Church (Colossians 1:15-20). Christ ends the division between Jew and Gentile so that all are one in the Body of Christ, the Church (Ephesians 3:5-6). The first and second letters to Timothy and the letter to Titus are sometimes considered to have been written by disciples of Paul. They provide useful guidance on the life of Christian communities, describing the ministries of bishops, elders and deacons, and the role of widows. These letters emphasize the need for fidelity to the Tradition.

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter (403)259-6684 or Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from The Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163, Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Hanita Simard


Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator (403)281-1578


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665 or Paul Negenman (403)253-8586


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



5:00 PM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM, Funeral Choir


Lectors – Anna Tremblay (403)238-3114


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 


Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671
PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:30 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.






















