TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

September 28, 2008




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week




$8,330.04

Weekly average, year to date

$7,721.19



Weekly target to meet budget

$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$18,527.91

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$15,242.78

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$20,528.89  

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday 
No Mass

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM 



Mass: 9:00 AM  



Card Party: 1:00—3:00 PM



Teacher’s Wine & Cheese: 3:30 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM
Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Stewardship Scripture Study: 7:00—9:00 PM



Knights of Columbus Meeting: 7:30 PM
Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM 



Mass: 9:00 AM




Scripture Study - Sr. Darlene Madore, fcj: 9:45 AM



Choir: 7:30 PM
Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 10:00 AM until Noon. Sandwiches will be collected for the downtown street ministries.  




ALZHEIMER’S COFFEE PARTY following Mass
Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



Stewardship Renewal following Mass
Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM



Stewardship Renewal following both Masses



BLESSING OF PETS: 1:00 PM



FAITHFUL FRIENDS: 2:30—4:00 PM

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #1 for October 4/5

Saturday 5:00 PM: Doug and Karen Grabham, Yvette Nogue, Margaret Steel, Margaret Baker, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey, Barry and Sheila Padley, George Palardy, Carl St. Laurent, Joe Gallagher (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Hazel Moen, Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Noreen Hess, Elly Jarvis, Fe Cardino (Spare) 

 

FAITHFUL FRIENDS, October 5th 2:30PM

Come join us for crafts, music, games, and “Snack time” in “Bogdan’s Bistro”. In a creative and fun way we will discover the joy in serving! All 3-8 year olds are welcome. Parents too are welcome to stay and join in.

 

PRAYER TREE:  call Kay Power (403)255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701. 

 

Mission Cards are available in parish hall after the 9:00 and 11:00 AM Masses.

 

Renewal:  Refresh, Rekindle, Recharge

It’s Sunflower Time!

Activities Coming Up:

Scripture Reflections:  Wednesday, October 1st 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

This is an evening of reflection on Scripture passages that call us to the true meaning of Stewardship. Facilitator is Doreen Yochim from our Pastoral Team.

Wind-up Weekend:  October 4th/5th
A Bulletin insert will give you a chance to ask for more information about our ministries and to offer some feedback to the Stewardship Committee regarding the Fall Renewal.

Completed Forms should be placed in the box on the Hospitality Table in the gathering area.  EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!

ALZHEIMER'S COFFEE FUNDRAISER
Plan to join us on Friday morning, October 3, in the parish hall after morning mass. We will serve coffee & goodies, and we encourage you to donate generously to the Alzheimer's Society. This takes the place of door-to-door canvassing. 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION
Beginning Wednesday, October 8

1. Christian Yoga (using the Fr. Tom Ryan video instruction) from 12:30—1:20 PM Parish hall (bring yoga mat or blanket)

2. Christian Meditation from 1:30—2:30 PM in the Jubilee Room

Join us for one or both of these meditative prayer forms.

ATTENTION ALL CURLERS

Are you looking for a chance to exercise and socialize this winter?  

St. Gerard's Curling Club is looking for full-time curlers and spares for the 2008-09 season. Games are at 7:00 PM on Fridays, beginning in October 3. If you are interested, please call James Schmidt at (403)251-3990.

ST. GERARD’S SOCIAL COMMITTEE PRESENTS:
An Evening with Country Music & Country Gospel

Preformed by: Country Blend (back by popular request)
Tuesday, October 21

Tickets are $20.00/person and will be on sale after the Masses on October 4 & 5.  All proceeds will go toward renovations of our spiritual home. Check out their website: www.countryblend.ca

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

The parish Liturgy committee has considered the various aspects of ‘Children’s Liturgy’.

· Observation, feedback, & discussion with parents has discerned  the general consensus at St. Gerard’s:  the children should be a part of our community celebration, not a separate liturgical community.

· The consideration was guided by the question: What is the purpose of sending the children out from the mass? 

· Faithful Friends ministry addresses the positive reasons for children’s liturgy: scripturally-based; very well organized and implemented; consistent; age-appropriate; fun & nurturing environment. There have been excellent comments about this ministry.  Families with children between the ages of 3-8 are encouraged to talk with one of the coordinators: Denise Webber, Sheila Obrigewitsch, or Lorelei Prosser.

 

Blessing of Animals

In autumn, many parishes all over the world have a special ceremony for animals, everything from dogs and cats to hamsters and goats. The ceremony is called the Blessing of Pets. This custom is conducted in remembrance of St. Francis of Assisi’s love for all creatures. [The feast day of St. Francis is celebrated on October 4th.] 

At St. Gerard's Parish, a blessing of these special creatures of God will be done on Sunday, October 5th at 1:00 PM in the parish hall. A reception will follow this celebration. Bring your family & your family pet. 

 

ST. GERARD’S PASTORAL CARE MEETING
Wednesday, October 8 at 9:45 AM

Guest Speaker: Gwen Fagnou

There will be a gathering to assess this ministry and address needs.  All Pastoral Care ministers and anyone who is interested in considering this ministry are invited. 

 

Diocesan Pastoral Care Course
Tuesday’s, September 23rd – October 28

6:30 – 9:30 PM at the FCJ Christian Life Centre

Do you want to volunteer for the Pastoral Care ministry in St. Gerard’s parish?  Consider taking this course.  Pastoral care is the unconditional, non-judgmental, caring response to the spiritual needs of the lonely, shut-ins, the sick and the dying.  This course will introduce you to the basic visiting skills needed when visiting in a health care facility or with parishioners. If you are interested, please talk to Sheila Padley {259-2489} or Rosemarie Walter {259-6684}.

The Happy Gang
Retired? Looking for a Mission? Sing and serve your community at the same time.  The Happy Gang sings at Nursing Homes, Lodges and at some Masses. All the commitments (Oct. 8/08 to May 13/09) are held on Wednesdays, 1:15 to 3:00 PM. Rehearsals are at Sacred Heart Church Parish Hall, 1307—14th St. SW. For more information phone Fran at (403)228-5424 or Catherine at (403)541-0830.

 

CWL Members please wear your scarves and or name tags to Mass during the month of October as this is our Membership Month. This will make us easily identifiable should any potential members have questions or require information.

 

Knights of Columbus

October 1 at 7:30 PM

St. Gerard Parish Hall

Presentation: Inn from the Cold

Elaine Warholm
The Knights of Columbus is presenting the first in a series of presentations that will be hosted throughout the coming year. These presentations are open to the Parish, and we invite you to join us at these presentations. The presentations are on topics that you may have always wanted to learn more about, but didn’t know where to start.  Stephen Dawes, Grand Knight 

 

REGISTRATION FOR CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTS
If your child will be taking part in First Eucharist, Reconciliation or Confirmation this year, please fill out a registration form in the parish office on weekdays. If your child was not baptized at St. Gerard’s, we will need a copy of his or her baptismal certificate. 

 

ST. GERARD’S CONFERENCE – Society of St. Vincent DePaul

The SSVP Conference of Holy Trinity Parish and Our Lady of Fatima (Portuguese) Parish have asked SSVP Conferences in Calgary for assistance with meeting the needs of the poor in their area.  They have the largest geographical area (approx. 10 districts) in the city that happens to be one of the neediest demographics in Canada.  Several SSVP Conferences in Calgary, including our Conference at St. Gerard’s, are responding to their plea. We have agreed to make a financial commitment and we will endeavor to provide the necessary manpower in the way of  volunteers to fill this need.  St. Gerard’s SSVP is desperately seeking new members or volunteers and are appealing to all parishioners to pray on this matter.  If you feel you can assist in any way, or are interested in finding out more about our SSVP Conference here at St. Gerard’s, please contact Laura @ 240-0137, Geri @ 252-9474 or Anna @ 255-8794.  We need young adults who can assist with the stocking of our food bank.  We need people/families who would like to deliver food hampers to the needy.  We have positions available on our executive.  Please consider this most vital and worthwhile ministry.  The time commitment is nominal and the rewards phenomenal. Our thanks and gratitude for your past generosity and continued support in our efforts to serve the poor of our community.

ATTENTION CHILDREN AND YOUTH - FOOD DRIVE
We invite you to contribute fresh fruits or vegetables to the St. Vincent de Paul Thanksgiving food drive. We would like you and your contribution to be part of the Gathering Procession. When you arrive for Mass on Thanksgiving weekend, wait in the gathering area at the back of the church with your fruits or vegetables, and someone will show you what you are to do. 

 

THE PROPHETS: VOICES FOR THE LORD
It has been said that Scripture should comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.  This statement could certainly be applied to the prophets of the Old Testament. Sr. Darlene Madore, fcj, will be teaching a course on 3 of the liturgically oft-heard prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. We invite you to come to this Scripture class, which will be held each Thursday morning in our parish hall. Cost: $50, or free-will offering according to your means.  No one should ever stay away from Scripture study because of cost; everyone is welcome. Bring a bible to class; if you don’t  have one, we will lend you one.  

 

THE PRODIGAL SON by Henri Nouwen
A discussion group is going to meet once/month over the winter to share insights into this amazing work by Nouwen on living in the spirit of reconciliation.  The 1st discussion gathering will be on Tuesday, October 28th after morning mass.  Focus of discussion will be on pp.1-23.  Discussion group is open to all, and days/times will be flexible, decided by participants.  If you would like to purchase a copy of this powerful book, please contact the parish office.  Cost is $20.00

 

CIBC RUN FOR THE CURE

Breast cancer affects Canadians from coast to coast. On Sunday, October 5, 2008, unite with all Canadians in the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation CIBC Run for the Cure. Be part of the largest single-day volunteer-led fundraising event dedicated to creating a future without breast cancer. If you plan to support this Breast Cancer fundraiser, please consider sponsoring me in this run. Donations can be made online [cibcrunforthecure website and go to donation page for Doreen Yochim]; donations can be made at any CIBC branch, or cash/cheques can be given to me and I will submit them to the campaign.







Thank you.  Doreen Yochim
ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter (403)259-6684 or Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from The Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163, Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Hanita Simard


Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator (403)281-1578


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665 or Paul Negenman (403)253-8586


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251


5:00 PM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM, Funeral Choir

Lectors – Anna Tremblay (403)238-3114


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 
PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:30 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS
The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.






















