PASSION SUNDAY

April 5, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$6,259.02

Weekly average, year to date
$7,708.89



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$6637.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$4629.67

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$6179.29 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



CHRISM MASS: 7:30 PM AT ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM
  




Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM



John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



Book Club: 7:30 PM



R.C.I.A. SUPPER & RETREAT: 5:30 PM



Everyone welcome

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00AM



Pretzel Making/Pizza with Jesus: 4:30 PM

Thursday
HOLY THURSDAY MASS: 7:30 PM (Office Closed)



ADORATION until Midnight

Friday
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE: 3:00 PM (Office Closed) 

Saturday
EASTER VIGIL: 8:00 PM; reception to follow

Sunday
EASTER SUNDAY Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS For EASTER WEEKEND April 11/12

Easter Vigil Saturday, 8:00 PM: Jim & Melissa Emmelkamp, Vern Smith, Noreen Hess, Kerry & Yvette Hope, Catherine Dilan 

Easter Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Erika David, Randy & Irene Langille, Noreen Young, Rosemary Fennell, Donna Scott, Carl Gratton 

Easter Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Lorne & Lorraine Carlson, Doug & Karen Grabham, Patricia Smith, Norman & Wilma Hagel 
 

And very, very early on the sixth morning . . . God created dinosaurs!  

Join Faithful Friends on 

THIS Sunday, April 5 from 2:30 PM until 4:00 PM 

And explore our very FRIENDLY dinosaur world.  

We’ll be learning about creation, fossils and volcanoes; we’ll be snacking like brontosauruses; we’ll be creating our own prehistoric world of dinosaurs; we’ll be singing like there is no one on earth to hear us.  Faithful Friends is a free, drop in group for 3 - 8 year olds.  No registration required.

1ST COMMUNICANTS
PRETZEL MAKING & PIZZA WITH JESUS
Wednesday, April 8th; 

Beginning at 4:30 PM in the parish hall
 

LENT, 2009
PALM SUNDAY: The voice that Jesus heard at his baptism was an incredible affirmation from God: “You are my beloved Son.  My favor rests on you”; the voice made it possible for Jesus to live in the world, to live in the truth, and also, to suffer.  People rejected and hurt Jesus; they spit on him, and finally, they killed him on the cross.  But Jesus never lost the truth…He was a beloved Son.  God loved Jesus unconditionally, and no one could hurt that, or take that away from Jesus. [Fr. Ron Rolheiser]  Do I act like I am a beloved daughter/son?  Do I embrace that truth and live it with joy?
MASS OF CHRISM: Monday, April 6th; 7:30 PM at the Cathedral.  Everyone is welcome to celebrate this mass at which the sacred oils will be blessed.
RCIA SUPPER & RETREAT: Tuesday, April 7th; 5:30 PM in the parish hall.  All our parishioners are invited to this supper and/or retreat as a statement of our ongoing support and love for our Elect and for our candidate.  This is the evening when we, as St. Gerard’s family, join our RCIA journeyers on their final preparation for Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist.  If you would like to come for this evening, please contact Judy Broad [#’s for supper] at 253-8697, and Denise Webber [#’s for retreat] at 253-5139 by Monday evening.
TRIDUUM: The celebration of the Easter Triduum opens with evening mass of the Lord’s Supper,  reaches its climax in the Easter Vigil, and closes with Evening Prayer on Easter Sunday.  When Lent ends, we stand at the ‘heart’ of the liturgical year.  What ‘heart’ did you receive this Lent, and how will you continue to be faithful to it during the Easter season?

 

Holy Thursday/Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7:30 PM Incense will be used during this mass.  There will be an open invitation to the congregation to have their feet washed at one of the stations.  We prepare for the Vigil by celebrating the institution of the Holy Eucharist.  Our Elect, our candidate, and our 1st communicants will participate in a special way in this mass.  This mass should also include gifts for the poor.  It is an appropriate time to bring your offerings for DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE.  Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be in the Jubilee Prayer Room following this mass.  Adoration/prayer before the Blessed Sacrament will continue until midnight.

 

Good Friday: Service at 3:00 PM The Church of God fasts today and tomorrow to honor the suffering and death of Jesus, and to prepare to share more deeply in the joy of his resurrection.  Good Friday is a universal day of fasting and abstinence from meat.  The collection today is for the Needs of the Church in the Holy Land.

 

EASTER VIGIL: THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 8:00 PM   St. Augustine said that the Easter Vigil is to be considered the ‘mother of all vigils’.  It is the night we celebrate the Lord’s resurrection in the celebration of the sacraments of initiation.  This is always a very beautiful mass, filled with wonderful scripture readings, joyous music, and many symbols of the Paschal Mystery.  If you have never experienced a Vigil, come this year.  People of St. Gerard’s parish family, let’s fill our church in a show of support for Loretta, Michael, and Gordon.  Let’s be at the Vigil to celebrate the great journey of our RCIA folks.  Following the Vigil Mass, there will be a ‘party’ in the parish hall.  All are invited.  Bring your cards and best wishes for Loretta, Michael and Gordon.  There will be a table set up for the Easter foods.  Bring your Easter breads, eggs, etc. with you to the Vigil and place them on the table before the service begins.  Bogdan will bless the Easter foods at the end of the mass.  Bring bells for the Easter Vigil Gloria!
Lenten Quiz:
1. Which Gospel account of the passion/death of Jesus do we hear on Palm Sunday 2009?
2. Which Gospel account of the passion/death of Jesus do we hear on Good Friday?

There are 3 great prizes: all completed entries will be entered in a draw for these prizes.  3 categories: mild [children]; medium [youth]; well-done [adults].  There is still time to enter.
 

Needs for the coming week:

*People to be part of the Eucharistic procession on Holy Thursday 


*Automatic bread makers [6]


*People to organize/host the Easter Vigil party


*A family to carry the cross at the service on Good Friday


*Someone/s to be responsible for the lights, candles, locking of doors on Holy Thursday at midnight


  [Contact Sheila Padley or Doreen Yochim for any of the above]


*Lectors [contact Chris Simard, (403) 730-4776] & Eucharistic ministers [contact Noreen Hess, (403) 255-5183] for Easter Vigil

Faithful Fellowship invites all Junior High Students and their families to participate in "Way of the Cross".  Meet at St. Mary's Cathedral, Friday, April 10 at 9:15 AM on the east side of the main entrance.  This contemplative walk lasts approximately two hours. As this is an outdoor event, dress for the weather and wear comfortable footwear.

Our growing Youth Group now has its own Link on St. Gerard’s website!

http://stgerards.homestead.com/Events/FaithfulFellowship.html
Faithful Followers is intended for grade 7-9 students, and meets every Friday night, 7:00 - 9:00 PM.  Those in Grade 6 who want to check us out are welcome too, as are your friends, whether they attend St. Gerard’s or not. The venue for Faithful Followers alternates each Friday.  Some weeks, we meet at St. Gerard’s; some weeks, we meet off site.  Now you can check the website to find out what's going on any given Friday!

Since January 27th, 2009, we have hosted a Wii tournament; an indoor "campfire"; a movie night; and Stations of the Cross, all at St. Gerard’s church. Off site, we have gone swimming at Southland Leisure Centre; skated at Southwood Community Hall; cheered the Hitmen at Pengrowth Saddledome; and giggled downtown at a two man play called 



Jesus: The Lost Years.
The emphasis of this ministry is fellowship, not bible study.
We integrate Christian themes where we can in a very subtle way (i.e. "Admission" to Movie Night was a non-perishable food donation to St. Vincent de Paul).  Our intent is to have youth enjoy themselves in the church setting & meet some friends, because being comfortable with both the setting and their peers will hopefully encourage these youth to embrace the Church in later teen years. Please spread the word; this age group is hard to reach!

Friday, April 3rd:  Games night, 7 - 9:00 PM
Friday, April 17th:  No meeting due to Easter Break
Friday, April 24th:  TBA
  Hope you can join us.

 

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS!
We have a number of unclaimed pans and dishes—if they belong to you, please pick them up before April 25, otherwise they will be put in the Knights of Columbus garage sale on April 25/26.

 

The Knights of Columbus are having their annual Spring Garage Sale on the week-end of April 25 and 26.  Stay tuned for further details on drop off dates and times.

 

Knights of Columbus Spring Meat Sale!  Watch for further details in the next bulletin.

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

LET’S READ PAUL!

THE PASTORAL LEGACY OF ST. PAUL
As the church-designated year {June 2008-June 2009} of St. Paul draws to a close, let’s challenge ourselves to read all the writings of Paul over the next few weeks.  This little exercise will help us better understand the theology of Paul; it will provide us with a greater appreciation of the value of Paul’s writings; it will open the ‘eye of our heart’ to that which ‘fired’ Paul’s great zeal for and belief in Jesus as the incarnated God.  At the end of our exercise, those who wish to share insights/reflections will be invited to gather for a ‘coffee klatch’.
To set the scene, let us begin by reading THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES in the next 2 weeks…28 chapters, but so enlightening when read at one sitting.  The Easter season is also an appropriate time to read about the beginnings of the ‘Christian’ communities.  This book of scripture was probably written between 80 and 90 A.D.  Church tradition attributes the authorship of Acts to the same person who authored the Gospel of Luke.  He was a well-educated Syrian from Antioch who was himself a Gentile convert to Christianity.  Acts tells of how the spirit-led ‘church’ spread from Jerusalem to Rome.

Paul is one of the predominant characters in Acts.  Acts centers on the preaching and ministry of Peter and Paul.  Paul, a devout and zealous Jew, at first persecutes the followers of Jesus; following a miraculous encounter with the risen Jesus, Paul’s life is changed.  His mission becomes one of spreading the ‘good news’ of Jesus the Christ throughout much of the Roman Empire.
Questions to guide us in our reflections on the Acts of the Apostles:
1. In what ways was Peter’s call to mission different from Paul’s call to mission?

2. What struggles and disagreements did the early followers of Jesus have to contend with in order to build community?

3. Who were the alienated, the excluded, those not so welcome to the early Christian communities?

4. Often some Christians will lament the loss of the ‘good old days’ of the Church.  Having read the Acts of the Apostles, reflect on how a longing for the ‘church of the past’ might represent a negation of the work of the Spirit in the evolution of the Church.

If you do not have a Bible, you may borrow one from the parish office.  There are also personal bibles available for purchase in the parish office.  Other places to purchase bibles: Universal Church Supplies; Canadian Bible Society. For those who want to do some scripture study, an investment in a good study bible is essential.
ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st/3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163 Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator (403)281-1578


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















