SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 19, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$11,844.52

Weekly average, year to date
$8,292.85



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$9075.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$5541.95

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$6179.29 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



INN FROM THE COLD

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Maureen B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM
  




Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM



John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



Book Club: 7:30 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00AM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Maureen B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



The Prodigal Son - Discussion Group: 9:45 AM



Baptismal Prep: 7:30 PM                        

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 



Parish Pastoral Council: 1:00 PM

Saturday
Knights of Columbus Garage Sale: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM



Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



Knights of Columbus Garage Sale after both Masses
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #4 for April 25/26

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Shannon McAvoy, Catherine Dilan, Jill Moroney, Ernie Shaw, Lorna Stinn, Lawrence Daignault 

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Kerry and Yvette Hope, James Sinnott, John Skelton, Riley and Penny Wight, Erika David 

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Lorna Delaney, Anita Durand, Ken Moen, Agnes Bedard, Jo-Ann Mulligan, Wayne and Claudette Nicolas

Alleluia, we sing at the tomb. Alleluia all our lives. We are alleluia people who go through life praising God and following Jesus till the Garden of Gethsemane is turned into the Garden of Eden again.

We know what the life of Jesus was about. Now it is time to ask ourselves whether our own lives begin to match it in message and meaning. We must ask ourselves, standing at an empty tomb, under an empty cross, in front of a needy world, whether or not when people see us at work in this time, they can say Alleluia, too.

– from The Cry of the Prophet: A Call to Fullness of Life by Joan Chittister

 Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus through John’s Gospel
Tuesday, April 21st; 1:00 PM in the parish hall  John 4:1-42: Jesus came to bring us life.  Video presentation by Jean Vanier; sharing & discussion.  All are welcome.

 

The Return of the Prodigal Son
Thursday, April 23rd following the morning mass; in the parish hall.  Discussion & sharing on Part 3/Chapters 7,8,9 –  The Father   All are welcome to join in this reflection of one of the core parables in the gospels.

 

Adult Faith Formation & Education

“Adult catechesis concerns [adult Christians] who have a right and a duty to bring to maturity the seed of faith sown in them by God.”  Parish communities have the responsibility of providing ongoing opportunities for their adult members to deepen their faith through: pedagogy of the sacraments; retreats/missions; spiritual direction; liturgical celebrations; Scripture studies; service.  If you have any suggestions as to a particular faith formation offering that you would like to see offered in our parish, please talk with Doreen, pastoral associate.

A couple of opportunities of interest:

T.E.A.M.: Together Enabling Adults for Ministry…a 3 year lay ministry program/10 weekend workshops each year.  The program offers a foundation in Scripture, Theology, Liturgy & Spirituality.  TEAM is a ministry of the FCJ Christian Life Centre in collaboration with the RC Diocese of Calgary.  [Did you know that we have 3 women from our parish who will be graduating for the TEAM program in June?]

 

Diploma In Ministry

St. Francis Xavier University, in keeping with its Catholic tradition as a leader in adult education, offers the Diploma in Ministry Program through distance education.

It is a five course program, designed for adults who may be involved in ministry in their parish or diocese and who wish to develop their faith, knowledge and ministry skills.

It is also of interest to those who wish to enhance their faith through studies based on solid Catholic theology.

Course Descriptions:
Each course is 12 weeks in duration. Students are required to take MNST110, MNST120, and MNST170, and any two electives from MNST130, MNST140, MNST150, and MNST160. The Diploma in Ministry program accepts new students in both the fall and winter terms. 

MNST 110: Ministry in the Christian Community
MNST 120: Adult Religious Education
MNST 130: Biblical Foundations
MNST 140: God and the Christian Tradition
MNST 150: Contemporary Catholic Issues
MNST 160: Self-Directed Study
MNST 170: Practicum

If you are interested in learning more about either of these adult formation programs, please contact Doreen in the parish office. 

 

SENIORS’ APPRECIATION DAY
Friday, June 19th – We are looking for some fun-filled folks [male & female, any age] to organize this event.  This annual recognition by our parish of the value and contribution of the ‘elders’ of the parish is always well-attended [approximately 100+] and enjoyed by all.  New organizers bring fresh ideas, so come forward and volunteer to plan the event this year.  Contact the parish office for further information.

 

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS!
We have a number of unclaimed pans and dishes—if they belong to you, please pick them up before April 25, otherwise they will be put in the Knights of Columbus garage sale on April 25/26.

 

The Knights of Columbus are having their annual Spring Garage Sale on the week-end of April 25 and 26. Drop off times; Thursday April 23rd from 6:00 PM until 9:00 PM.  Friday April 24th from 9:00 AM until 7:00 PM.  Garage sale times; Saturday April 25th from 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM Sunday April 26th after the 9 and 11 masses.

 

Knights of Columbus Spring Meat Sale!  

Barbeque season is coming.  Have you checked your freezer?  The Knights of Columbus semi-annual Meat/Chicken sale is coming.  Order forms are available at the hospitality table or from members of the knights.  Orders will be taken until May 1, with pick up May 8.  We ask for your continued support in this campaign.  Proceeds will be used for charitable works by the Knights of Columbus.

 

AN INDEPTH LOOK AT ST. PAUL
As a tribute to the ‘year of St. Paul’, Fr. Rupert MacLellan will be presenting 4 sessions:

Wednesdays: April 29th, May 6th, 13th, 27th [please note date changes]

1:30-3:00 PM in the parish hall; all are welcome

1st session: Paul of Tarsus…background
2nd session: the letters of Paul…themes
3rd session: Paul’s profession…maker of tents
4th session: the role of women in the church
THANK YOU to all the people of ST. GERARD PARISH FAMILY!

 


Holy Week in our community truly felt like a ‘holy week’…is the feedback from you. Beginning with Palm Sunday masses, the week built towards the greatest feast of our Church year. 


On Monday, the Chrism mass at the Cathedral included the blessing of the holy oils, which our parishes use for sacraments.  St. Gerard’s CWL was one of the councils that helped prepare & serve supper to the priests of the Diocese, and hosted the reception.

On Holy Tuesday, the parish hosted a supper and a retreat for our RCIA Elect & Candidate, and their families.  St. Gerard Marriage Prep Team hosted the supper; some of the leaders of Faithful Friends facilitated a gentle, interactive retreat reflection, affirming the journey of the candidates.

On Wednesday, the children who have been preparing for 1st Eucharist over the winter months, gathered with their parents to bake pretzels as a sign of our call to prayer.  And they shared a pizza supper together as a symbol of Eucharist: when we eat & drink together, we learn to recognize Christ in one another. 


So many people commented on the beauty of the Triduum.  The celebration of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday was a joyous ending to Lent & beginning of the shortest liturgical season – the Triduum.  Bogdan’s homily at this mass was truly a powerful call to service.  Our role, as Disciples of Christ, is to serve humbly in the most menial of tasks.  The washing of the feet followed this homily, and everyone in the church was invited to have their feet washed.  It was a wonderful witness that so many people went to a ‘servant’ [Eucharistic ministers & lectors] to have their feet washed.  The smell of fresh bread wafted through the Gathering Area and the Church, touching our sense of smell and reminding us that Jesus chose the ordinary elements of bread [and wine] to share with one another, on a sacramental level, as well as on a literal level, that we might build community in the daily act of eating together, and that we might be spiritually nourished in our sacramental sharing.   The solemn removal of the Blessed Sacrament to the chapel of repose left the mass open-ended, as we fasted and prayed in anticipation of the Good Friday service.

As always, our Church was full on Good Friday; there is something that echoes in all of us, calls us to gather and to remember the loving sacrifice that Jesus gave.  Young and older, family and friends, visitors and regulars…we come together to affirm that we believe, that we are thankful.  And quietly we disperse, knowing that the best is yet to come…
EASTER VIGIL – the night when we celebrate Jesus, the Christ’s, resurrection from the dead. This is the night we celebrate and welcome new members into our family as they are initiated with the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. 

 

LORETTA NIKSIC  MICHAEL TOLAN  GORDON MURRAY

 


A lot of us gathered for Easter Vigil, listening to the stories of God’s love and care for people and for all of creation, enthusiastically affirming our creed of belief, supporting and welcoming these 3 people who have discerned the call of God in the midst of our faith family.  And the wedding feast following this beautiful service – our community gathering to ‘break bread and share wine’ with one another as a symbol to Loretta & Michael & Gordon that Jesus is in the midst of our gatherings.  Our Renovo Social Club undertook the hosting of the feast, and a fine feast it was.

Easter Sunday morning: the joy of the Paschal mystery is evident.  Throughout Holy Week and the Triduum, our Environment Committee and our Music Ministry served us exceptionally [as always]!, as did all the people serving in our liturgical ministries.  It takes all of us, serving generously, to make our celebrations the best that they can be.
Thank you to everyone.
And now we are in the Easter season – 50 days of rejoicing and singing alleluia: Christ is risen; indeed Christ is risen!
 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

  

Paul Finds God’s Strength in Suffering

By Clifford M. Yeary
Associate Director
Little Rock Scripture Study

Paul preached where he was not welcome and he disputed with doubters in public places. To too many, Paul was a pest. This is the first charge we hear his prosecutor from the Sanhedrin, Tertullis, make against him as he is presented to the Roman Governor Felix for trial (Acts 24:5). This was no small charge among Jews of the time. Today, we think of mosquitoes as pests, which seem to suggest a mere nuisance, but if we were all suffering from malaria we would have a better idea of what it meant in those times to be called a pest. 
A pest was one step from becoming a pestilence, the fifth plague Moses brought against Egypt (Exodus 9:1-7). If the Sanhedrin found Paul to be a pest, an examination of Paul’s life as an apostle would suggest that he himself had endured a plague of sufferings on several occasions.
In his own words, Paul says, “Five times at the hands of the Jews I received 40 lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I passed a night and a day on the deep; on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my own race, dangers from Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers at sea, dangers among false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many sleepless nights, through hunger and thirst, through frequent fastings, through cold and exposure. And apart from these things, there is the daily pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the churches” (2 Corinthians 11:24- 28).
Paul also frequently found himself in prison. Of the 13 letters in the New Testament where Paul is identified as the author, in five of them we are told he is writing from prison. It is with great difficulty that scholars try to identify where and when some of them may have been written, because Paul, it seems, made a pest of himself everywhere he went. There may well have been periods and places of imprisonment that have never been identified.
It might seem that a life of such turmoil, especially one that ended in a final imprisonment and execution by beheading, could hardly be said to be praiseworthy, let alone successful. And yet it is the turmoil, the suffering and the incarcerations that Paul brags about in his life. When Paul tells the Corinthians of his many ordeals, he quite plainly assures them, he is boasting (2 Corinthians 11:16-21).
For Paul, his sufferings, which he calls weaknesses, are boast-worthy precisely because they leave so much room for God’s strength to be revealed in Paul’s life. Three times he had asked God for release from a particular (but not explicitly named) affliction, only to be told, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).
For that reason, Paul goes on to say, “I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and constraints, for the sake of Christ; for when I am weak, then I am strong” (12:10).
This, perhaps, more than anything else, encapsulates both St. Paul’s spirituality and his inestimable legacy as Christ’s apostle to the Gentiles. When Paul was weak, God was all the stronger in his life — even in his death.
We see this in almost every aspect of the apostle’s life, but his imprisonments are especially good examples. As an apostle, it was Paul’s mission to travel — unfettered by any of the more typical cares of the world — “to the ends of the earth” (see 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 and Acts 13:46-47). It would seem the    greatest defeat to his calling to be chained in prison.
Paul took courage from the fact that it was because of his faithfulness that he had been imprisoned. His letter to Philemon opens with a proud declaration of his identity: “Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus” (verse 1). In Ephesians we read something similar, but with an even more pointed twist: “I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ (Jesus) for you Gentiles” (3:1).
In Second Timothy, Paul’s confidence that his chains have not slowed his purpose in life is once again revealed: “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David: such is my Gospel, for which I am suffering, even to the point of chains, like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained” (2:9).
Perhaps even because of his chains, the Gospel Paul preached not only went to the ends of the earth, it has spanned the globe for nearly 2,000 years. If the name of Christ is found as praise upon our lips, let us thank the apostle who was not ashamed to be found weak in order that we might know strength in Christ.
ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or





        Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or 





   Maureen Bramwell (403)  366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163




                                         Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – contact parish office


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study –  Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley  (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator  (403)281-1578


Mass Servers –  Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  



              Paul Negenman (403)253-8586


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM –  9:00 AM –  11:00 AM –  Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers  - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors –  Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















