THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 26, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$8,319.67

Weekly average, year to date
$8,294.52



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal



$9525.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:$5834.41

St. Vincent de Paul to date:




$9446.29 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



FUNERAL MASS for Jim Gawley 11:00 AM @ ST. ANTHONY’S



Stewardship Committee Meeting: 7:30 PM

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.)



Mass: 9:00 AM
  




Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM



John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00AM



Christian Yoga: 12:30—1:20 PM

   
Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



St. Paul Scripture Study: 1:30 - 3:00 PM with Fr. Rupert MacLellan



Knights of Columbus Exec Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Camp Cadicasu Training Session: 7:00 - 9:00 PM



Choir practice: 7:30 PM                       

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 



Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 10:00 AM until Noon.

Sandwiches will be collected for the downtown street ministries.



Coffee and Muffin Social following Mass.  

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



FAITHFUL FRIENDS: 2:30 - 4:00 PM

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #1 for May 2/3

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Doug and Karen Grabham, Yvette Nogue, Margaret Steel, Margaret Baker, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey, Sheila Padley, George and Vivian Palardy, Carl St. Laurent 

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Hazel Moen, Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Janet Sparrow, Elly Jarvis, Fe Cardino

FAITHFUL FRIENDS

Spring has sprung (sort of) and our last Faithful Friends of the year is May 3, 2:30 to 4:00 PM.  We are celebrating God's earth by being Faithful Friends to the environment.  Join us only if you love to have fun and you want to take care of the planet.  Faithful Friends is a drop in/drop off kids club for 3 - 8 year olds.

 

Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus through John’s Gospel
Tuesday, April 30th; 1:00 PM in the parish hall  John 4:1-42: Jesus came to bring us life.  Video presentation by Jean Vanier; sharing & discussion.  All are welcome.

 

Adult Faith Formation & Education

“Adult catechesis concerns [adult Christians] who have a right and a duty to bring to maturity the seed of faith sown in them by God.”  Parish communities have the responsibility of providing ongoing opportunities for their adult members to deepen their faith through: pedagogy of the sacraments; retreats/missions; spiritual direction; liturgical celebrations; Scripture studies; service.  If you have any suggestions as to a particular faith formation offering that you would like to see offered in our parish, please talk with Doreen, pastoral associate.

A couple of opportunities of interest:

T.E.A.M.: Together Enabling Adults for Ministry…a 3 year lay ministry program/10 weekend workshops each year.  The program offers a foundation in Scripture, Theology, Liturgy and Spirituality.  TEAM is a ministry of the FCJ Christian Life Centre in collaboration with the RC Diocese of Calgary.  [Did you know that we have 3 women from our parish who will be graduating from the TEAM program in June?]

 

Diploma in Ministry

St. Francis Xavier University, in keeping with its Catholic tradition as a leader in adult education, offers the Diploma in Ministry Program through distance education.

It is a five course program, designed for adults who may be involved in ministry in their parish or diocese and who wish to develop their faith, knowledge and ministry skills.

It is also of interest to those who wish to enhance their faith through studies based on solid Catholic theology.

Course Descriptions:
Each course is 12 weeks in duration. Students are required to take MNST110, MNST120, and MNST170, and any two electives from MNST130, MNST140, MNST150, and MNST160. The Diploma in Ministry program accepts new students in both the fall and winter terms. 

MNST 110: Ministry in the Christian Community
MNST 120: Adult Religious Education
MNST 130: Biblical Foundations
MNST 140: God and the Christian Tradition
MNST 150: Contemporary Catholic Issues
MNST 160: Self-Directed Study
MNST 170: Practicum

If you are interested in learning more about either of these adult formation programs, please contact Doreen in the parish office. 

CATHOLIC WOMENS LEAGUE 

Spring Celebration May 12th at 6:00 PM

All ladies are welcome – your mother, sister, friend. Tickets will be available after all masses for $10.00 each. They include dinner, wine, door prizes and entertainment.

 

SENIORS’ APPRECIATION DAY
Friday, June 19th – We are looking for some fun-filled folks [male & female, any age] to organize this event.  This annual recognition by our parish of the value and contribution of the ‘elders’ of the parish is always well-attended [approximately 100+] and enjoyed by all.  New organizers bring fresh ideas, so come forward and volunteer to plan the event this year.  Contact the parish office for further information.

 

Knights of Columbus Spring Meat Sale!  

Barbeque season is coming.  Have you checked your freezer?  The Knights of Columbus semi-annual Meat/Chicken sale is coming.  Order forms are available at the hospitality table or from members of the knights.  Orders will be taken until May 1, with pick up May 8.  We ask for your continued support in this campaign.  Proceeds will be used for charitable works by the Knights of Columbus.

 

AN INDEPTH LOOK AT ST. PAUL
As a tribute to the ‘year of St. Paul’, Fr. Rupert MacLellan will be presenting 4 sessions:

Wednesdays: April 29th, May 6th, 13th, 27th [please note date changes]

1:30-3:00 PM in the parish hall; all are welcome

1st session: Paul of Tarsus…background
2nd session: the letters of Paul…themes
3rd session: Paul’s profession…maker of tents
4th session: the role of women in the church
The Homelessness Committee at St. Gerard’s has been busy!  After our initial educational presentation on January 27th, we had a follow up workshop on February 18th with 24 people in attendance. Many signed on as volunteers willing to help the committee with its plans to adopt our first homeless family. A volunteer training session held on April 1st was attended by 12 volunteers and committee members.
Our first family, Larry and his 2-year-old daughter Tristan, moved into their basement home on March 3rd.  Our parish provided them with furniture, kitchen and bathroom supplies and bedding, and food hampers from our St. Vincent de Paul ministry.  Our committee provided them with a housewarming gift of homemade soup, bread and cookies as well as an Easter basket for Tristan.   We will remain in contact with them to assist in any way we can.  Larry feels that he has everything he needs for now, so our committee is ready to meet the challenge of adopting another family! 
We don't know what the needs of our next family will be, but we want to be as prepared as possible. Families often have only a few days’ notice of when housing will become available for them. We plan to have "starter kits" ready so we can provide them with basic necessities for the first few days in their home. In the church entry you will find our “ALL ROADS LEAD HOME” house with many trees identifying the household items our kits need.  Please feel free to take one or more of the trees and purchase the item(s).  We will have bins set up in the entry for you to drop off your purchased gift(s) for our next family. 
Once we know which "gently used" items our family will need we will once again contact parish members to help with that. We are also asking for monetary donations and gift cards to places like The Bay, Wal-Mart, Zeller’s and Superstore so that we can purchase the remainder of the household goods needed.   Please place the gift cards and monetary donations in an envelope marked "Homelessness Committee" and place them in the collection baskets. Thank you for your part in helping our parish to follow Christ's directive to "Love one another". Please pray for all homeless families being helped by Calgary churches that they will find their way to independence. It is a long and difficult road. If you have any questions or comments for the committee, please feel free to contact Stephanie Casar at 403-281-6660 or scasar1@shaw.ca.  God Bless!!

 

A Family Ministry… please consider this immediate need:

I am looking for a family who would be able to mentor/sponsor/journey with a family, new to the parish, who are going to be preparing for the sacraments of initiation [adults & children].  The family profile is: father, mother, 2 young children.  This is an opportunity for a family to minister together, offering hospitality and welcome, as they introduce the other family into the life and mission of our faith community of St. Gerard’s.  Please pray about this call.  For more information/to discuss this ministry, please contact Doreen, pastoral associate, in the parish office.

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

  

LET’S READ PAUL
For reflection: If you read the Acts of the Apostles over these last couple of weeks, what was it about Paul that most impacted you about his role in the early church?

 

Like so many of his contemporaries, Paul had a double name – Saul Paul – one Hebrew and the other Latin [or Greek].  If anything is to be made of the fact that after Acts 13:9 the name of ‘Paul’ is used, while before Acts 13:9, ‘Saul’ was used, then the simplest explanation is that the author of Acts used the Hebrew name in the Jewish part of his narrative, and the Latin name in the part given to the Gentile mission.
Paul of Tarsus is a unique figure in our New Testament.  Though anonymity shrouds such authors as the 4 evangelists and the writers of the Catholic epistles, the man to whom fourteen of the NT epistles are attributed is known to us with a certainty and clarity far exceeding any other in the New Testament.  The identity of such names as Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, James, Peter and Jude has been – and continues to be – the subject of debate.  But no such debate is possible about the identity of the man from whom we have the epistles to the Thessalonians, the Galatians, the Corinthians, the Philippians, the Romans, and Philemon.  Not only does the author of these epistles reveal himself in them both directly and indirectly, but other NT writings – notably the Acts of the Apostles – furnish added biographical details about Paul, his mission and his apostolic labors.
Paul’s life as a Christian is divisible into 2 principal parts: from his conversion around the year 35, to the Apostolic Council in Jerusalem in A.D. 48; and from the Apostolic Council to his death around A.D. 60.  His age at the time of his conversion is a matter of conjecture.
The chronology of Paul’s life is a problem that has eluded satisfactory solution.  Paul’s own dating of the events in his life is scanty:

The conversion [Gal.1:15-16]

Going away ‘into Arabia’ and again returning to Damascus [Gal. 1:17]

‘Then after 3 years’ going to Jerusalem ‘to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days’ [Gal.1:18]

Then going ‘into the regions of Syria and Cilicia’ [Gal.1:21]

‘Then after fourteen years’ going up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas [Gal.2:1]

 

The First Epistle to the Thessalonians   To get some understanding of how Paul saw his missionary activity, we turn to the 1st letter we have from Paul, the 1st Epistle to the Thessalonians.  This also happens to be the earliest composition in our New Testament, dating from the year A.D. 50.
Read this epistle this week…5 chapters comprise this letter 1st Thessalonians follows the usual letter format of the time:

Address [1:1-10] – a greeting & a thanksgiving which focuses on what God has done for the community.
Body of the Letter [2:1-5:22] – Paul’s expression of gratitude; Paul’s
defense of his ministry…he reminds the community of the sacrifices and dedication they saw in him and his companions; he talks about how all must contribute to the up-building of the community; Paul  expresses concern that faith be obvious in daily life, especially as expressed in charity [love]; Paul links the covenant between God and God’s people with good moral/sexual conduct; Paul addresses death and the need to be ready for the return of Jesus [the parousia]; Paul asks for respect for those who minister among the faithful and reminds Christians that there must be mutual care and concern for one another.
Final Greeting [5:23-28] – concluding prayer and greetings suggest that this letter was intended for reading in a liturgical setting. 
For reflection: what aspects of Paul’s 1st letter to the Thessalonians might be   applicable to St. Gerard’s parish in 2009?  Why?
ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or





        Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or 





   Maureen Bramwell (403)  366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163




                                         Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – contact parish office


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study –  Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley  (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator  (403)281-1578


Mass Servers –  Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM –  9:00 AM –  11:00 AM –  Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers  - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors –  Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

 

ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.
Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















