THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 13, 2009






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$8,005.76

Weekly average, year to date
$7,949.88



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$18,550.81

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$15,554.91

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$28,260.99
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



INN FROM THE COLD

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM





Book Club: 7:30 PM




Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM






Prayer Group: 9:30 AM




Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



PENITENTIAL SERVICE: 7:00 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Bishop Grandin H. S. Masses: 11:00 AM & 1:00 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM   

  



PACKING & DELIVERY OF COOKIE BAKING in AM



PACKING OF FOOD HAMPERS: 7:30 PM

Saturday
DELIVERY OF FOOD HAMPERS: 9:00 AM



Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



R.C.I.A. Catechesis: Noon

JOY TO THE WORLD

Tonight at 7:30 PM in St. Gerard’s Church.  Come & enjoy the wonderful offerings of 5 choirs, including our parish choir and those from 4 of our neighbouring churches.  A coffee social will be held in the hall after the concert.  Southwood United Church community is hosting this event this year; let’s show our St. Gerard parish spirit by turning out in large numbers!

 

PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE
Wednesday, December 16th at 7:00 PM

There will be no Reconciliation on Saturday, December 19th, December 26th, or January 2nd.     

 

TURKEYS & HAMS…TURKEYS & HAMS
If you want to contribute to the collection of turkeys & hams for the Latour Native Centre Christmas hampers, you have until this Wednesday, December 16th, to bring in your contributions.  We have freezers & fridges in which to keep the meat.  Please bring into the parish office.

 

CHRISTMAS COOKIES/A GIFT FROM THE HEART
Next Friday is the Biiiiiiiiiiig day!!  Under the leadership of our Pastoral Care Team, we provide gifts of fresh, homemade baking, parish greetings, and little items for the shut-ins, the sick, those alone and the very elderly of our parish family.  This endeavor needs the help of many people.  Want to give of your time to a ‘caring’ ministry??  Please consider yourself invited to help in any way you are able.  Needs: people to bring in fresh baked cookies/candy, people to package the baking, people to write Christmas messages and address packages, people to deliver the packages [this is such an important help].

Friday, December 18th – in the morning, following 9:00 AM mass – bring in your baking, assist with cards, addresses, packing of baking, etc.  Noon – lunch for all, followed by delivery of the packages.  It is a great opportunity to work in ‘2’s’ and to make a little Christmas visit with those to whom you deliver.  Contact Sheila Padley, 403-259-2489 or the parish office, (403) 253-2251, with any names of shut-ins.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS NEEDED
For St. Vincent de Paul

Our Angel Tree is set up in the gathering area.  On the tree are tags indicating an age and gender.  Please take a tag, attach it to a SMALL wrapped gift and return it to the church on or before Sunday, December 13th.  Gifts will be directed to  our St. Vincent de Paul Society. Thank-you for your support.  For further information, call Geraldine, 281-3571.

 

ST. GERARD’S PARISH ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
HELP NEEDED

The society of St. Vincent de Paul will pack and deliver hampers of food and gifts to needy families on December 18/19.  We need volunteers, especially with deliveries.  If you are available and wish to donate your time for this worthwhile endeavor, please come to the parish hall.



    Packing: Friday, December 18 at 7:30 PM



    DELIVERIES: Saturday, December 19 at 9:00 AM 

Thank you.  Members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul wish you and your families a blessed and Merry Christmas

 

STARS FOR CHRISTMAS
The star is a symbol of light. For us, a new light came into the world with the birth of Jesus. We would like to fill the church with stars this Christmas. Imagine a star for every member of our parish. During the weeks of Advent, everyone is invited to come into the parish hall and make and decorate a star. If you aren't able to stay, make your star at home and bring it to us. You are welcome to take some of the materials with you or use some of your own materials from home. 

 

Environment Decorating Day:  Wednesday, December 23rd.  If you wish to ‘lend a hand’, speak with Sue Dondlinger.

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.
HOLIDAY INFORMATION
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES: 

DECEMBER 24TH: 5:00 PM & 10:00 PM

DECEMBER 25TH: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

DECEMBER 26TH: 5:00 PM; DECEMBER 27TH: 9:00 & 11:00 AM

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS: 10:00 AM

No Morning Mass between Christmas and New Year’s or Morning Prayer [December 29, 30 & 31].

OFFICE HOURS: December 24 - 8:30 AM—Noon, December 25—Closed, Monday, December 28—Closed, December 29, 30 & 31—8:30 AM—Noon, January 1—Closed.  

 

ST. GERARD PARISH GRIEF GROUP
Beginning on January 15, at 9:45—11:30 AM there will be a monthly gathering of a Grief Support Group in our parish hall.  This Group is open to anyone who would like the support of others as they navigate their own journey with grief.  Former participants in past Grief Groups are encouraged to join this monthly ‘drop-in’ group.  If you have questions or would like to put your name on the participant list, speak with Sr. Evelyn Dechant, Lois Hagen, Pat McMahon, or Rosemarie Walter.  

 

Proclaiming the Presence:

A Vocal Ministry Workshop for Cantors and Lectors

With Joe Simmons

Offered by 

ST. GERARD LITURGY COMMITTEE & the MUSIC MINISTRY
Poetry, the evocative language of Scripture, invites worshipping assemblies to an ever-deepening encounter with God. In distinct ways, the vocal ministries of cantor and lector can accompany and illuminate this journey.

 

Enrich your ministry with this exciting workshop that will engage your faith, expand your liturgical knowledge, and enhance your practical and expressive skills. Learn how to breathe life into the word of God with techniques to prepare more attentively, sing or proclaim more intentionally, and invite participation more effectively.
 

Joe Simmons was psalmist for the 2008 Papal Mass in Yankee Stadium, is Principal Cantor at the Church of St. John the Baptist in New York City and Associate Music Director of The Sunday Mass, a national telecast of the Passionist Community.

 

CONCERT at St. Gerard’s Church:  Friday, January 15: 7 PM

 

CANTOR WORKSHOP:  Saturday, January 16: 9 AM-4 PM

 

LECTOR WORKSHOP:  Sunday:  January 17:  2 PM-6 PM

 

PRIVATE COACHING SESSIONS available January 18-21; we encourage anyone interested in the ministry of cantor or lector / proclaimer to register for private coaching sessions

 

WORKSHOP FOR LAY LEADERS OF VIGIL PRAYER SERVICES & LITURGIES OF THE HOURS:  Wednesday, January 20th; 7:30 PM

 

Open to anyone! Please contact Jan in the parish office to register [253-2251; jan@stgerards.ca].

 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT…JOYFUL SUNDAY
 

What can make me happy?

AN OLD ADAGE TEACHES, “JOY IS NOT IN THINGS; IT IS IN US.” Learning what it is that makes us happy is the task of a lifetime. And, oh, we stumble along doing it. We try it all. And fail at most.

 
The joy and happiness we sought has not come from spending life in an orgy of self-love, self-satisfaction, and self-aggrandizement. Joy, the deep-down awareness of what it means to live well, to live productively, to live righteously, is made out of self-giving, simplicity, and other-centeredness. Ironically enough, in a world that finds religion dour, accuses it of being nothing but a list of dos and don’ts designed to limit our options and trammel our dreams, it is precisely the journey to joy that the liturgical year is all about.


Advent and the Christmas season show us life in its essence. In it, we are brought face-to-face with life stripped down and effulgent at the same time, simple and radiant at once. Here in the Child is  promise and meaning, purpose and potential. “I’m bringing you,” the angel says, “good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day . . . a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2:10–11).


The question with which the liturgical year confronts us at the beginning of the season, then, is a direct one: What does the life of Jesus now mean to us? How is this life affecting our own? Are we ourselves living both the promise and the potential?


Meaning, we discover, has nothing to do with what is outside of us. It has to do with what we have come to see with our souls. It has to do with the vision that is within us rather than with the things we are heaping up around us as indicators of our success, our power, our status. Joy is not about what happens to us, the manger indicates. It is the meaning we give to what we do that determines the nature, the quality of the lives we live.


Joy is not about self-centeredness, the manger insists. “I seek to do not my own will but the will of the One who sent me,” the Scriptures remind us of this Child (John 5:30).


No doubt about it: happiness is not about self-satisfaction; it is about the joy that comes with a sense of purpose. It is not about self-aggrandizement; it is about living our lives immersed in the will of God. At the end of the day, life and joy, success and happiness are about otherness.


“The essential of happiness,” Allan K. Chalmers wrote, “is having something to do, something to love and something to hope for.” At the very outset of the liturgical year, the church presents a model of them all: a Child who lives only to do the will of God, who opens His arms to love the entire world, who lives in hope of the coming of the reign of God by giving His life to bring it. At the very outset of the year, we are given the model of how to be happy.

–from The Liturgical Year by Joan Chittister
 

 

 

 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403) 253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403) 252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403) 281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403) 252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403) 252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403) 252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403) 252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403) 281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist - Patti Dawes (403) 255-7161 





 Reconciliation - Margie Gallagher (403) 697-5390





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403) 253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403) 253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403) 281-3665  


MUSIC – parish office (403) 253-2251



  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir


Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403) 255-7913 


Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403) 253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403) 255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403) 255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays 


Yoga/Meditation –

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Thursday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Friday:


8:30 AM – 3:30 PM

Closed for Lunch:

11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















