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Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary

Announcements from the Catholic Pastoral Centre for the 3rd Sunday in Advent, December 13th, 2009
Social Justice Ministry


All Roads Lead Home – Diocesan re-start and a city-wide kickoff of the All Roads Lead Home – Adopt a Homeless Family programme. January 30, 2010, 10:00 am – 2:30pm, at St. Thomas More Parish, in Calgary. Currently more close to a dozen parishes are involved in this Calgary Homeless Foundation sponsored programme. This is an opportunity for other parishes to join. The workshop will provide an opportunity for a city-wide kickoff of the All Roads Lead Home Programme, with participants from other denominations and faith groups. Registration $10.00, includes lunch. For registration or information call 403-218-5511. 

The Oil Sands and the Environment – Engaging in Constructive Dialogue – A public debate for sharing information and generating dialogue with the goal of increasing consensus, organized by the Social Justice Office in collaboration with KAIROS Calgary. Speakers include: Andrew Nikiforuk (speaker, author) and Don Thompson (The Oil Sands Developers Group). On February 6, 2010, 8:45am coffee registration, 9:15am - 4:30pm, at Our Lady of Grace Parish (Calgary). Registration: $20, including lunch. Phone: 403-243-5478, email: pwrdfcalgary@telus.net 

Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs

Following in the Footsteps of St. John of the Cross: A Silence and Awareness Meditation Retreat


Friday March 5 to Sunday March 14, 2010 at the FCJ Christian Life Centre, Calgary Alberta.

St. John of the Cross taught that only God’s love for us fully purifies our hearts and unites us perfectly with God’s will.  Christian Insight Meditation is a powerful, non verbal (apophatic) way of purifying the heart of disordered desires, hateful thoughts, harmful memories, fear and other negative emotions so that our hearts may be disposed to receive God’s love in contemplation.  Dr. Mary Jo Meadow is conducting this nine day residential retreat which allows you to become established in this type of meditation. A retired professor emeritus of religious studies, a clinical psychologist, a Sister for Christian Community and a secular Carmelite, she is a popular lecturer and teacher in North America and overseas. Register at www.wisdomcentre.ca For more information contact: Barb Simoes at 403-678-8749 or bjsimoes@shaw.ca
Life and Family Resource Centre

Rescheduled - Active Catholic Adult   Join us for fun, food, laughter and holiday cheer at our annual ACA Christmas Potluck Supper, held at St. Mary's Cathedral Rectory in the lower hall on Sunday, December 13th. Doors will open at 6:00pm. Everyone bring a dish that can be shared. Refreshments will be provided.  


Email calgaryaca-owner@yahoogroups.ca  Janet Gabel, ACA Coordinator


Billings Ovulation Method: Basic Teacher Training weekend workshop January 22-24, 2010 at Town and Country Centre, 275 Jensen Drive NE, Airdrie, Alberta. For those seeking information about a modern method of natural family planning, for registration and information call 1-866-796-3722 toll free. 


Project Rachel offers a journey of healing and reconciliation for those who are suffering distress from a past abortion experience. For more information call Project Rachel at 218-5506 or toll-free at 1-877-597-3223


Seminar of Hope...How to Pray for Your Sons, Daughters and Loved Ones 


St. Michael Catholic Community, 4718 Worcester Drive S.W. Starts Friday January 29, 7pm-9pm and ends Saturday January 30, 9am-1pm. Guest Speaker Vernon Robertson, Catholic Evangelist, Diocese of Vancouver. 
Free - please register by email to RSVP@sntmichael.com  by January 22, 2010 to receive a participant’s manual. Call Maureen at (403) 249-0423 ext. 126 for more information.


For a complete listing of Life & Family ministries, programmes and events please check our website at

www.rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca   Scroll down to Offices, click.- On Diocesan Office page, find and click on -Life and Family Resource Centre (LFRC), or call the LFRC at 403-218-5505

Library & Archives

Little Rock Bible Studies: The infancy narratives of Jesus and The way of justice and peace. “The infancy narratives of Jesus” contains 1 video featuring an introductory session and 3 lessons; “The way of justice and peace” contains 1 video featuring an introductory session and 5 lessons. Both Bible studies are designed for parish groups or individuals and they also include study and answer guides. Either of these would make an ideal Bible study for the new liturgical year ‘C’. 

Advent: a time of hope. Don’t forget that also available is this popular video by Kathleen Chesto which is an excellent resource for parents who wish to rediscover ways to celebrate the Advent season in everyday life.


NEW DVD! Posada: a night to cross all borders portrays the story of 3 teenagers who left their homes in Central America for the United States and were detained by immigration officials for months. Their struggles helped pave the way for others to receive assistance. They relate their stories to Las Posadas, a Mexican tradition that retells the Christmas story of Joseph and Mary’s search for shelter. Spanish subtitles included. Winner: “Religion and Human Rights”, Religion Today Film Festival 2007 and “Best short documentary”, Orlando Hispanic Film Festival 2008.
To find out more or to book these resources please visit us online at http://rcdc.kohalibrary.com Call 403-218-5510 or email: library@rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca
Calgary Catholic School District


Advent & Christmas High School Choral Festival


The Calgary Catholic School District continues its tradition of presenting the Advent & Christmas High School Choral Festival on Tuesday, December 15, 7:30 pm at St. Mary’s Cathedral. This year’s festival features choirs from Bishop Grandin, Bishop O’Byrne, Notre Dame and St. Mary’s High Schools, as well as a special guest appearance of the District Music Ministry’s own “Arabesque” Women’s Chamber Choir. Parents, family members and friends of choral music are invited to attend.  Please come and support the musicians of the future at this special event. 
Secular Franciscans


A Greccio Christmas: The Friars of Mount St. Francis will be celebrating St. Francis' inauguration of the Christmas Crib in Greccio Italy in 1222. Everyone is welcome to this outdoor event. St. Mary's Fraternity of the Secular Franciscans order has scheduled a bus to leave St. Luke's church at 6:15 P.M. on Dec 15th. To assist those who don't want to drive. Tickets to provide the bus are $10 each and can be obtained from Patrick Coffey at 403-281-6025.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information please check out our website at www.rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca
Or contact Carol Hollywood or Alessia Di Giacomo, Library & Archives, 403-218-5510
From the Offices of the Catholic Pastoral Centre, 120 - 17 Avenue SW, Calgary, AB, T2S 2T2

