FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

February 1, 2009




  
Sunday Offerings



Outreach

Last Week



$6,958.06

Weekly average, year to date
$8,028.70



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$1136.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$1161.13

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$1741.13 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday

No Mass




Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:00 PM (2 Corinthians)




Liturgical Ministries Meeting: 7:00 PM

Tuesday

Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)




Mass: 9:00 AM




Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM (NOTE TIME CHANGE)




CWL Executive Meeting: 7:00 PM




BOOK CLUB: 7:30 PM




Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00AM




Christian Yoga: 12:30—1:20 PM




Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM




Knights of Columbus: Mass: 7:00 PM and General Meeting

Thursday

Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)




Mass: 9:00 AM            




Liturgical Ministries Meeting: 7:00 PM

Friday

Mass: 9:00 AM




Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 10:00 AM until Noon.

 


Sandwiches collected for the downtown street ministries.  




Youth Group Movie Night: 7:00—9:00 PM

Saturday

Reconciliation: 4:00 PM




Mass: 5:00 PM




RCIA catechesis

Sunday

Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 




Coffee after both Masses

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #2 for February 7/8

Saturday 5:00 PM: Carroll Zacher, Irene Castellino, Catherine Dilan,  Margaret Baker, Peggy Loescher, Yvette Nogue, Vern Smith (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Erika David, Rosemary Fennell, Carl Gratton, Randy and Irene Langille, Donna Scott, Noreen Young, Paul Negenman (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Lorne and Lorraine Carlson, Doug and Karen Grabham, Norman and Wilma Hagel, Patricia Smith (Spare)

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

 

CARD PARTY
Please join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:45—11:45 AM.  Come and play cribbage, euchre, bridge, rummy or any other card game you might enjoy.  For more information, please call Anita at (403) 255-4645.


 

Faithful Friends 

February 1st, 2:30-4:00 pm

"All God's fish are swimming in the water.....Come join Faithful Friends as we explore the God's waters. Come dressed in your beach wear, bring a towel and be ready for some funny fishing!  All children 3 to 8 are welcome. This Sunday Feb 1, 2:30-4:00 PM.

 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
Hospitality/Ushers/Greeters/Servers/Sacristans/Procession/Music/Lectors/Eucharistic Ministers/Sound-system/Coffee Social/Environment
If you serve at weekend liturgies, weekday liturgies, or funerals, we ask that you attend one of the LITURGY FORMATION/TRAINING evening sessions.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2ND or THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH; 7:00 PM. Format of the evening: input from the pastor & liturgy committee & stewardship committee on the ‘gathering & celebration’ of our faith community; breakaway sessions for each ministry with their coordinator…training, scheduling, recruiting, questions.
We encourage all of our parishioners to consider how they might serve in a liturgical setting. Come to one of these meetings and check out the various ministries to see where you might want to volunteer. More involvement is crucial and everyone, by virtue of their baptism, is called to use their gifts to serve the community.  We need the involvement of our youth, and so we are inviting ‘family units’ to consider a ministry.  The Saturday 5:00 PM mass is desperately in need of more Eucharistic Ministers.  Is this your mass of choice?  Your help is needed.  The music ministries at all 3 masses and for funerals are always in need of more participants.  Have you thought about becoming involved in one of those ministries?  Now is the time to come forward and do your share!  Come on, St. Gerard’s people…let’s demonstrate that we truly understand the call to stewardship/discipleship.
ST. GERARD’S BOOK CLUB

The evening Book Club will resume on Tuesday, February 3rd at 7:30 PM.  We meet regularly on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month.  Everyone is welcome! Our chosen book for this session is “The Holy Longing – The Search for a Christian Spirituality” by Father Ron Rolheiser.  Copies are available in the office. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pat at pjamnicz@yahoo.ca or 252-7332.
BIBLE STUDY
Evening Session:  2ND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS – Monday’s, 7:00 PM in the parish hall.  Please join us for this study of one of Paul’s best-known letters.  Books are supplied; everyone is welcome.  Contact John Skelton (403) 281-5421 or Jill Moroney (403) 252-0482, for information.
Afternoon Session: in response to requests for a daytime Scripture study, we will begin in February.  Tuesday afternoons; 1:00 PM in the parish hall.  Beginning Tuesday, February 10th.  The group will choose from a selection of 4 possible studies, so please come on the first day and give us your input.  All materials will be provided.  Contact Doreen, pastoral associate, (403) 253-2251, for information.

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Our RCIA candidates: LORETTA, MICHAEL, GORDON, and all our families preparing for the celebration of sacraments this year [pictures of children are displayed in the Gathering Area].

 

A Need: an immigrant family is in need of people to help them build a suite in their basement so that they can have some extra income.  Are there any men in our parish who might want to give some assistance to this family?  Please talk to Doreen, in the parish office, for further information.

 

KNIGHT’S OF COLUMBUS 

EVENING MASS

Wednesday February 4 at 7:00 PM 

We welcome all Parishioners to join us in celebrating this Mass. The Knight's of Columbus February General meeting to follow.

 

YOUTH GROUP MOVIE NIGHT
Friday, February 6 from 7:00—9:00 PM
All Junior High aged students are invited; bring your favorite movie snacks.

Admission is 2 non-perishable food items.
For more information, please call Heather at (403) 271-3822.

NOTICE TO ALTAR SERVERS
Anyone who is considering becoming an altar server (adults and families included) as well as present altar servers, are invited to attend a refresher/training session on February 7, 2009 at 10:30 AM, at St Gerard’s Church. All present altar servers are urged to attend.  For further information, please contact Laurance Daignault at 403-281-3665.
 

PRODIGAL SON DISCUSSION GROUP
We will meet on Thursday, February 26th and Thursday, March 26th and Thursday, April 23rd at 9:45 AM in the parish hall.  This is a drop-in book discussion group, and everyone is welcome.  There are some guided question sheets available in the parish office.  For the February gathering, we will reflect on the Younger Son and what the parable speaks to us, individually; for the March gathering, we will reflect on the Elder Son and our relationship to the Elder Son; in April, we will look at the Father, and the implications of the ‘Father’s love’ in our spiritual journeys.

 

PARENTS PREPARING CHILDREN FOR RECONCILIATION
We want to give you a ‘gift’.
You are invited to join us for an hour on
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH,
7:30 PM in the parish hall.
We will consider the truths and the untruths of the sacrament of reconciliation. Is this sacrament a symbol/a reality of the embrace of a very loving God? Our presenter, Deacon Michael Soentgerath, will lead us in a reflective consideration of this often misunderstood sacrament.
“Reconciliation, a Sacrament celebrating a hug from the Lord!” Come and enjoy an evening of deepening your understanding of this marvellous sacrament of forgiveness. Any parishioner who might be interested in attending this faith formation evening is most welcome to come.

Leaders for Morning &  Lenten Evening Prayer
A meeting of the Morning Prayer Leaders will be held on Tuesday, February 10, at 9:45am.  All those who lead morning prayer, and anyone interested in becoming a leader of morning prayer [Tuesdays & Thursdays: 8:45 AM], is encouraged to come to this meeting.

We will also be discussing Lenten Evening prayer and the Stations of the Cross.  Leaders of Evening Prayer and Leaders of the Stations of the Cross are needed and we are hoping for lots of volunteers!  Please contact Sheila, 259-2489, or Doreen, 253-2251, if you need more information.

 

A Lenten Ecumenical Opportunity
Soup & Sandwich with a Lenten themed homily…would you be interested?  Would you attend?  Would you help organize/coordinate?

On a weekday, at noon, during the weeks of Lent – 1 hour only.  Invite people from our neighbouring churches; share a bowl of soup & a sandwich; have a pastor from one of the parishes give a 10-12 minute reflection on a specific Lenten theme.  Perhaps if St. Gerard Parish initiated this ecumenical endeavor, it could become an annual concelebration each Lent.

We very much need input from our parishioners, as you would be the ones offering the ‘hospitality’.  Talk to Doreen in the parish office with your thoughts

 

YEAR OF ST. PAUL

JERUSALEM: THE MEETING WITH PETER
“Three years later”, Saul went up to Jerusalem to get to know Kephas (from the word “Rock” in Greek), the name he always used for Peter – and “remained with him for fifteen days” (Gal. 1:18). It is certain that the latter taught him the oral tradition relating to Jesus which Paul had not known (cf. 1 Cor. 11:23-35), as well as a Christological interpretation of the prophets, according to what the Master taught his disciples. His visit was discreet: the only other Apostle of the Church whom Paul met was “James the brother of the Lord” (Gal. 1:19). Paul was spiritually enriched through Mother-Church, but he could not integrate himself into it, most likely due to his past involvement as a zealot. He even escaped from an assassination attempt by the Hellenist Jews (cf. Acts 9:29-30). He was sent on his way to Tarsus, where again he took up his work as a tentmaker, and continued to proclaim his faith in the synagogue (cf. Acts 18:3). These were the years of his personal growth.


ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCHES IN ASIA MINOR…
On the way to Sebastopolis, beyond Taurus, Paul found himself completely immersed in pagan territory, including cities that were strategic for Rome. Luke speaks of Paul’s first important missionary speech in the synagogue of Antioch of Psidia, a new Roman colony; after a discouraging welcome by a majority of the Jews, Paul addressed himself to the Gentiles. Thus Paul and Barnabas went to Iconium, Lystra and Derbe. The two Apostles strengthened the young communities. On the one hand, they encouraged a common life among believers coming from Judaism and those newly converted from paganism, thus making enemies among the leaders of the synagogues where they preached. On the other hand, they appointed some “elders”, according to the model of the Church of Jerusalem. When they accomplished this mission they returned to the great city of Antioch of Syria.
ANTIOCH: THE BEGINNING OF THE MISSIONARY ADVENTURE
At the beginning of the 40s A.D., Barnabas was sent from the Church of Jerusalem to Antioch of Syria in order to reclaim the Church established by the Hellenist missionaries who were expelled from Jerusalem. He went to Tarsus to seek Paul’s help and became one of the leaders of the community, evangelizing with great success. This became the first separation from the synagogue environment, because Paul preached also to the Greeks. Thus, a mixed community was established. The “invention” of the title Christians used for the very first time in Antioch, represents one of the most beautiful fruits of Saul’s preaching in this town. Henceforward, the Church of Antioch would become the center for spreading the Gospel and living independently from the Temple and the life of Judea. The community of Antioch was arranged with a solid formation and organization. Thus, during a prayer assembly, the inspiration of the community confirmed the personal vocation. The voice of the Holy Spirit was heard saying: “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2); then, the assembly prayed, fasted, laid hands on the two men and sent them on their mission. Barnabas and Paul sailed towards Cyprus. Once again it is the Holy Spirit who sent them in this direction: announcing the Gospel in the synagogues in the Eastern part of the island, in Salamis, later in the West, in Paphos. From this moment in time, Luke began to call Saul by his Roman name Paul, underscoring, in this way, his right of full title to go on mission to “the nations”. 

 

Vatican website

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

Ministry of Service

Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485

Emergency: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685, Jan Gallant (403)281-4327

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter (403)259-6684, Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902

Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday, 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161

C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook

Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403)281-9666

  

Outreach ministry

St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays, 7:30 PM

Inn From the Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163, Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883

Sandwiches for the Drop-in Centre – 1st Fridays

Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry

Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman

Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 

Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

  

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim
Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 

Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham

Children’s Sacraments (Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation) – Doreen Yochim

Pre-Marriage Preparation – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Marriage Team – Sponsor Couple Program; John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 

Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator

Adult Faith Enrichment – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Parish Mission Team – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky

Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

  

Liturgical Ministry

Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 

Sacristans – Yvette Hope (403)281-1578

Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586

MUSIC Coordinator – Parish Office (403)253-2251

    5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776

Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442

Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809

Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756

Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

 


Prayer Life

Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 1st Fridays, 10:00 AM – Noon

Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241, Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701

Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays, 1:30 PM; Marilyn (403)441-5671

Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















