FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

February 8, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$9,034.56

Weekly average, year to date
$8,229.87



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$1830.26

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$1642.08

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$1741.13 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:00 PM (2 Corinthians)



CWL Chrism Mass Meeting: 7:00 PM

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Laurance D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Presiders Morning & Lenten Evening Prayer Meeting: 9:45 AM



Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



CWL Mtg: 7:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00AM



ANOINTING OF THE SICK



COFFEE SOCIAL TO FOLLOW



Parish Pastoral Council Meeting: 7:00 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Laurance D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM            



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM



Baptismal Prep: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Liturgy Committee Meeting: 9:45 AM

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



RCIA catechesis

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #3 for February 14/15

Saturday 5:00 PM: Laurance Daignault, Jill Moroney, Elsie Shepherd, Margaret Steel, Peggy Loescher (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Alan and Jilaine Boras. Bobi Varner, Kerry and Yvette Hope, Anne McCluskey, Rita Whitney, James Sinnott (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Lorraine Carlson, Liz Herman, Noreen Hess, Patricia Smith, Michelle Luit, Anna Schultz, Claudette Nicolas (Spare)

 
CARD PARTY
Please join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:45—11:45 AM.  Come and play cribbage, euchre, bridge, rummy or any other card game you might enjoy.  For more information, please call Anita at (403) 255-4645.

AFTERNOON SCRIPTURE STUDY
Tuesday afternoons; 1:00 PM in the parish hall; beginning this Tuesday, February 10th.  All are welcome to this study.  On the first afternoon, we will choose a study from a list of 4 possibilities.  Book materials will be provided.

 

CWL GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday, February 10 at 7:00 PM

At this meeting the 2009 Budget will be presented and open for discussion. Happy Valentines – February is heart month so we will be having a valentines theme. Please wear something red! All ladies in the parish are welcome to attend any meeting.  See you there and remember to bring your coffee cup.

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

 

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK           

Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes
Wednesday, February 11th; Mass at 9:00 AM with Anointing of the Sick [“You anoint my head with oil”… psalm 23] All those in our community who are unwell are invited to come to this liturgical celebration.  All those who are caregivers/pastoral care ministers in homes or in care facilities are invited also.   There will also be a blessing of caregivers.

The Pastoral Care Ministry to the Glenmore Auxiliary Extended Care facility has been invited to provide the hospitality following the mass.  Members of this ministry are asked to contact Teresa Cone to offer help with the coffee/tea/ goodies and serving.  
LITURGY COMMITTEE
Meeting on Friday, February 13th at 9:45 AM in the parish hall.  Please forward agenda items to Sheila Padley.  Lenten liturgies will be the focus of this meeting.

 

PARENTS PREPARING CHILDREN FOR RECONCILIATION
You are invited to join us for an hour on
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH,
7:30 PM in the parish hall.
We will consider the truths and the untruths of the sacrament of reconciliation. Is this sacrament a symbol/a reality of the embrace of a very loving God? Our presenter, Deacon Michael Soentgerath, will lead us in a reflective consideration of this often misunderstood sacrament.
“Reconciliation, a Sacrament celebrating a hug from the Lord!” Come and enjoy an evening of deepening your understanding of this marvellous sacrament of forgiveness.  Any parishioner who might be interested in attending this faith formation evening is most welcome to come.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM
Any couple in the parish who is planning to marry in 2009, and who has not yet contacted the parish office, is encouraged to do ASAP.  Our pre-marriage program begins with ‘meet the Sponsors’ evening in early March.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Our RCIA candidates: LORETTA, MICHAEL, GORDON, and all our families preparing for the celebration of sacraments this year [pictures of children are displayed in the Gathering Area].

 

A Need: an immigrant family is in need of people to help them build a suite in their basement so that they can have some extra income.  Are there any men in our parish who might want to give some assistance to this family?  Please talk to Doreen, in the parish office, for further information.

 

DAY OF DISCERNMENT
A day of reflection and sharing in an atmosphere of prayer for women who are interested in the life of a religious sister on Saturday, February 21 from 9:30-4:00 pm at Providence Residence, 316-146 Avenue, SE, Calgary.  For reservations/information, please contact Sr. Toyleen at (403) 256-1404 or email: vocdir@providence.ab.ca
 

COMMUNITY PRAYER
People who lead Morning Prayer on Tuesdays & Thursdays, and those who might be interested in leading this prayer…
People who would be interested in leading Evening Prayer on the Fridays during Lent…
People who would be interested in leading the Stations of the Cross…
Please come to a gathering on Tuesday, February 10th, in the parish hall, following morning mass.  We are hoping for a good turnout.  Leading prayer does not have to be intimidating; there is a format to follow, and preparation/training is provided.  Some tasty snacks will be provided for all who come!!!

 

LANDINGS - WELCOMES BACK RETURNING CATHOLICS - ARE YOU STILL CATHOLIC AT HEART?

·
Would you enjoy exploring and sharing what being a Catholic means to you and others?

·
Do you miss being involved in the Church?

·
Do you want to reacquaint yourself with the clergy and faithful of a parish?

·
Would you like to refresh your understanding of present day Catholicism in our modern, ecumenical world?

THE TIME MAY BE RIGHT
·
St. Anthony’s Parish will offer a LANDINGS session this year.

·
The sessions will be held on Tuesday nights and begin on February 24th, 2009 for five weeks. Please contact St. Anthony’s Parish office: 403-252-1137 or
Mary Rose Wolff at 403-271-7732 for more information or to register.

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
1.       Online Retreat for Lent based on Joan Chittister’s new book, The Cry of the Prophet, in partnership with the website Spirituality & Practice.  Check out the Benedictine website at www.benetvision.org for online retreat information, and other spirituality formation offerings.

 

2.      www.HenriNouwen.org  Henri Nouwen spent his life helping people respond to the universal “yearning for love, unity, and communion that doesn’t go away”. Is it possible to touch and taste the love of God? How can we live a spiritual life that embraces the pain and suffering of our lives and in the world, and gives us the freedom to love deeply wherever we are? Check out this rich spiritual website.

 

3.      “Jesus said: "In my father's house there are many rooms!" That's also meant to be a description, at least ideally, of Christianity, Catholicism, the church, and our theological and ideological embrace. A healthy faith community, a healthy church, and a healthy theological community should find enough room inside it for” [all].  Check out www.ronrolheiser.com to read Fr. Ron’s weekly articles on life & living as children of God in a contemporary world.

 

4.      Distance-based Ministry Formation from St. Francis Xavier University  Our goal is to offer faith formation programs for adults discerning their call to lay ministry and those seeking personal spiritual enrichment.  The Diploma/Certificate in Ministry Program is offered in a distance education format (print-based*). The program is designed for adults who may be involved, or who wish to be involved in paid or unpaid ministry in their parish or diocese. It is also of interest to those who wish to learn more about their faith for personal reasons. Our students include those involved in hospital ministry, prison ministry, and teachers in the Catholic School system, RCIA directors and volunteers, religious education coordinators and catechists, palliative care ministers, diocesan staff, campus ministers, parish secretaries, pastoral team members and those who wish to learn more as part of a personal faith journey. The Diploma in Ministry Program offers 7 courses and students must complete 5 to receive the diploma. Of the 7 courses offered, 3 are compulsory, and students choose 2 from the 4 electives for a total of 5. Certificate in Spirituality:  A certificate program focusing on personal spiritual development.  This series is an exploration of personal spirituality relating to faith, personal growth and relationships, and spiritual writers, through readings, reflection and writing.  SPRT130:  A Theology of the Heart: The Life and Writing of Henri Nouwen is offered beginning in February. For information, please call  (902) 867-3319 or toll-free 1-877-867-5562,  www.stfxdistanceeducation.ca .
 

YEAR OF ST. PAUL
THE COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM
     Around the year 48 an issue arose in Antioch concerning the circumcision of non-Jews, when some Christians coming from Judea claimed their freedom acquired in Christ Jesus (cf. Gal. 2:4), which even Paul and Barnabas invoked so as not to impose this rite of circumcision on pagan converts to Christianity. The community decided to consult the Apostles and Elders of Jerusalem. Thus, it sent Paul and Barnabas together with Titus, their Greek companion, as well as a delegation to accompany them to Jerusalem. 
     The Apostles and Elders of Jerusalem accepted Titus “uncircumcised”, thus recognizing the validity of Paul’s proclamation concerning the freedom of grace. The Assembly confirmed the main leaders of the Church and recognized the missionary vocation of Peter for the circumcised and that of Paul for the uncircumcised. As a matter of fact, a sort of partitioning of the missionary field occurred: James, Kephas and John were directed towards the Jews, while Paul and Barnabas were sent to preach to the pagans.

THE ANTIOCH INCIDENT

     The incident occurred during Peter’s visit to Antioch and it bears witness to the integrity of Paul, who would not allow for any adaptations of the truth of the Gospel. What happened? At that time, a circumcised Jewish Christian could not sit at the same table with a Gentile Christian without falling into impurity. Peter had always testified to the supreme power of faith in Christ which gathers together within itself all human beings. He continued to do so in Antioch until the arrival of other Christians sent by James, who presided over the community of Jerusalem. It was then that Peter, who had previously eaten with the Gentiles, withdrew and separated himself from them for fear of the circumcision party (thus concealing what he truly believed). Therefore Paul became angry: “I opposed him to his face because he clearly was wrong” (Gal. 2:11). 

     The compromise agreed upon in Jerusalem protected the existence of the mixed communities of the young Churches of Asia Minor, to whom Paul had preached.  Nevertheless full communion between circumcised and uncircumcised was difficult. Therefore, was the salvation in Jesus Christ considered secondary? Paul claimed new life in the faith, the gift of the Spirit and the primacy of the divine promise over the law…
      The controversy had originally occurred between, on the one side, James and the Church of Jerusalem along with Peter and Barnabas who, although hesitant, allied themselves with James, and on the other side, the same Church of Antioch which in the end approved the compromise reached in Jerusalem (cf. Acts 15:31). Eventually Paul left Antioch to visit the towns where he and Barnabas had previously taught, taking along with him Silas alone, who had been sent back to Antioch with Paul by the Apostles and elders in Jerusalem after the compromise had been reached. After this long novitiate, which endured 15 years, Paul entered into a new phase.

LYDIA AND THE CHURCH OF PHILIPPI 

     In Troas, during a vision Paul heard a Macedonian imploring him: “Come over to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:9). Immediately, he sailed towards Greece and stopped in Philippi, a commercial city and Roman colony populated by veterans and Latin peasants, where Hellenism had a great influence upon Judaism. 

     The house of Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth, who asked to be baptized together with her whole household and used to invite missionaries over during their stay, became the centre of a community. It quickly formed and became one of the communities most faithful to Paul, by offering him the affection and material supplies of its members (2 Cor. 11:8). Some years later, before his definitive departure from the region of the Aegean Sea, he desired to celebrate Easter with this particular community. 

     The local authorities soon accused Paul of proselytism. At that time, Christianity and Judaism were not yet so distinct, even if Judaism enjoyed a privileged status. For the very first time, Paul, together with Silas, was imprisoned. At midnight, while they were praying and singing hymns to God, an earthquake irrupted freeing all the prisoners; the jailer, seeing the doors open, was about to kill himself thinking that the prisoners had escaped (cf. Acts 16:25-27). Paul shouted out to him “We are all here” (Acts 16:28). The jailer asked to be baptized along with his family. Paul claimed that he was a Roman citizen and thus had to be released not secretly but “in triumph”, before going back to Lydia’s house.
Vatican website

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

Ministry of Service

Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485

Emergency: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685, Jan Gallant (403)281-4327

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter (403)259-6684, Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902

Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday, 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161

C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook

Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403)281-9666

  

Outreach ministry

St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays, 7:30 PM

Inn From the Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163, Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883

Sandwiches for the Drop-in Centre – 1st Fridays

Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry

Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman

Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 

Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

  

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim
Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 

Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham

Children’s Sacraments (Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation) – Doreen Yochim

Pre-Marriage Preparation – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Marriage Team – Sponsor Couple Program; John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 

Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator

Adult Faith Enrichment – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Parish Mission Team – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky

Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

  

Liturgical Ministry

Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 

Sacristans – Yvette Hope (403)281-1578

Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586

MUSIC Coordinator – Parish Office (403)253-2251

    5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776

Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442

Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809

Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756

Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

 


Prayer Life

Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 1st Fridays, 10:00 AM – Noon

Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241, Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701

Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays, 1:30 PM; Marilyn (403)441-5671

Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















