SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

February 15, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$7,282.69

Weekly average, year to date
$8,072.01



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$2003.26

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$2015.71

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$1741.13 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



FAMILY DAY—OFFICE CLOSED



INN FROM THE COLD



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:00 PM 
Tuesday       Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Laurance D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



BOOK CLUB: 7:30 PM


Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00AM



HOMELESSNESS COMMITTEE MTG: 7:30 PM



RECONCILIATION PARENT MTG: 7:30 PM



St. Vincent de Paul Meeting: 7:30 PM
Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Laurance D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM            



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM



Baptismal Prep: 7:30 PM
Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM



ART & ENVIRONMENT Meeting: 9:45 AM

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



RCIA catechesis
Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



RCIA Catechists: 10:00—11:00 AM

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #4 for February 21/22

Saturday 5:00 PM: Shannon McAvoy, Catherine Dilan, Jill Moroney, Ernie Shaw, Lorna Stinn, Laurance Daignault (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Kerry & Yvette Hope, James Sinnott, John Skelton, Riley & Penny Wight, Erika David (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Carroll Zacher, Anita Durand, Ken Moen, Agnes Bedard, Jo-Ann Mulligan, Wayne & Claudette Nicolas (Spare)
ST. PATRICK’S EVENING DANCE
Mark your calendar for Saturday, March 14.  For an Irish evening of songs, dancing, good food and fellowship to support our RENOVO Fund.  More information to follow in next weekend’s bulletin.

 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 

“CELEBRATING A HUG FROM THE LORD”

Everyone is welcome to come to this presentation which will help deepen our understanding of the sacrament of Reconciliation.

Presenter: Deacon Michael Soentgerath

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH; 7:30 PM in the parish hall

Parents who are helping their child prepare for reconciliation are encouraged to come.  

When we, as adults, grow in understanding, we become more comfortable with, and are better able to articulate that faith in God which we hope to share with our children/grandchildren. 

PRAYER: AS LENTEN PREPARATION
As lent approaches, our small prayer groups are fostering a deepening of individual and community relationship to God.  Could you join us?  Is there a time frame for meeting that would better suit young mothers, young fathers, working men & women and perhaps even young people?  We are anxious to provide any or all of these groups with this opportunity.  Present Times: Mondays 4:00—4:45 PM; Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Thursdays 9:30—10:15 AM.  Future times: as above or whatever you decide.  Please call Maureen, (403) 366-0704.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM
Any couple in the parish who is planning to marry in 2009, and who has not yet contacted the parish office, is encouraged to do asap.  Our pre-marriage program begins with ‘meet the Sponsors’ evening in early March.

St. Gerard’s to Adopt a Homeless Family

Information and Planning Meeting

Wednesday, Feb. 18th, 7:30 PM in the Church.
In conjunction with the Diocese of Calgary, Calgary Homeless Foundation, and NeighbourLink, we are planning to take part in the

“All Roads Lead Home - Adopt a Homeless Family” initiative.
This is a unique program which will allow us to break down the needs of our adopted family so that everyone in the parish will be able to find some way to help out:  As you can imagine we will need many hands, but there are just as many ways to help as there are people willing to give whatever they are able.

Come and see how you might be able to be a part of the successful move from homelessness to independence for our family.  We all have something we can share. We can all be a part of the plan to end homelessness in Calgary one family at a time.  Further inquiries about this meeting can be directed to Stephanie Casar at scasar1@shaw.ca or 403-281-6660.
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Our RCIA candidates: LORETTA, MICHAEL, GORDON, and all our families preparing for the celebration of sacraments this year [pictures of children are displayed in the Gathering Area].

 
A Need: an immigrant family is in need of people to help them build a suite in their basement so that they can have some extra income.  Are there any men in our parish who might want to give some assistance to this family?  Please talk to Doreen, in the parish office, for further information.

 

IT’S TIME!   Time to volunteer!  Please consider volunteering at Father Lacombe Care Centre in Midnapore by assisting on supervised outings or with a supervised activity.  One to two hours per week, with flexible times available.  Police clearance required before placement.  Call 403-254-6285 or E-mail mmoen@flnh.net for info.

 

AFTERNOON SCRIPTURE STUDY
Tuesday afternoons; 1:00 PM in the hall

Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus through the Gospel of John  by Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche…Jean has written this reflection as ‘meditative prose’, hoping that those who read and reflect on this book will be drawn slowly and prayerfully into the mystery of Jesus.  “The Gospel of John is like a mine of precious stones.  I have extracted but a few…There is such life and wisdom contained in this gospel that no one person can discover or hold on to it all.” [JV]

Format: read & discuss the scripture passage and the chapter; ½ hour video reflection by Vanier.  Time frame: approximately 1 hr. 15 min.

All are welcome to come on a ‘drop-in’ basis; texts provided; bring a bible, if you wish.

This study will be a gentle introduction into the beauty of this gospel.  In the fall, Sr. Darlene will be back with us to present a course on the Gospel of John.  More precious stones will continue to be mined.

 

RCIA CATECHISTS/DISMISSAL LEADERS
Sunday, February 22nd; 10:00 AM in the carpeted hall.  Come for coffee & a cinnamon bun, and share questions, reflections and insights into the Lenten themes.

 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Following morning mass on Tuesday, February 24th, our annual parish pancake breakfast.  We will need a couple more volunteers.  Call the office.
ATTENTION PARISHIONERS: The 2008 Income Tax Receipts are in the gathering area of the church in alphabetical order.  Please pick up the tax receipt with your name on it.  Thank you.

Can you help?  We are in need of some help with our Sunday coffee ministry. This ministry is vital in bringing together parishioners and visitors in fellowship after Sunday liturgy.  This does not involve a large time commitment – you only need to come ½ hour before the 9:00 or 11:00 liturgy to start the coffee and juice and to make sure everything is ready. Please contact Ann Bergen at 252-5384 if you have any questions.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
In Christ, there are many members yet one body

ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

(703—Heritage Drive SW next to the YMCA)

Friday, March 6 at 1:30 PM

World day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many traditions who come together the first Friday of March to observe a common day of prayer each year.  Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm their faith in Jesus Christ and become aware of the whole world; are enriched by the faith experience of Christians of other countries and cultures; share the burdens of other people and pray with them and for them; become aware of their own talents and use them in the service of God’s world.  Prayer and action are inseparable and both have immeasurable influence in the world.  For more information, please contact Kay Power at (403) 255-6241. 

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

YEAR OF ST. PAUL

THESSALONICA: A PLACE OF FAMILY WORSHIP
At that time, when Paul went to the Synagogue as he was accustomed to doing and explained for three consecutive days that according to the Scriptures “the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead” (Acts 17:2-3), the Jews opposed him. The accusation that he was stirring up turmoil against the imperial law moved his brothers to plan his departure for Beroea. But when the Jews of Thessalonica discovered Paul’s whereabouts and the fact that he was preaching the word of God in Beroea also, they went and persecuted him there as well. Therefore, Paul had to once again escape by sea all the way to Athens, where he would later be joined by Silas and Timothy. Shortly thereafter, the community of Thessalonica would receive the first two Letters of Paul which bear witness to the fervor and restlessness of a young Church.

In Thessalonica, the Christian community’s place of worship and religion was the home, that is, the family with all that it entailed at the time: social relations and work. In particular it gathered in Jason’s home just as the Church of Philippi met at Lydia’s.

ATHENS, THE IDOLS

In the capital of Hellenism, where one would come to study from all over the Roman Empire, Paul encountered the Greek culture, “exasperated at the sight of the city full of idols” (Acts 17:16). He preached both in the Synagogue and in the public square – even at the Aeropagus – thus provoking the curiosity of intellectuals, “Epicurean and Stoic philosophers”, but few of them adhered to the Christian faith. “I even discovered an altar inscribed, ‘To an Unknown God’. What therefore you unknowingly worship, I proclaim to you” (Acts 17:23). (Paul never mentioned this episode. This kind of speech recalls rather the preaching of the first missionaries in the Hellenic churches at the end of the first century to some pagans influenced by Stoicism. The absence of any hints to the Cross and salvation causes one to doubt that Paul ever said these words).

CORINTH

In this cosmopolitan city, where the worship of Aphrodite was flourishing, Paul met Priscilla and Aquila, a Jewish married couple, who in the year 49 were expelled from Rome according to the edict of Emperor Claudius, “since the Jews constantly caused disturbances at the instigation of Chrestos” (Suetonius, Claudius 25:11). The couple would later accompany Paul to Ephesus, where they would play an important role in the Church and in evangelization. In the year 54, after the death of Claudius, they would return to Rome and wait to welcome the Apostle, at that time a prisoner.

Paul, who wished “to work” in the same manner as the rabbis, in order to guarantee the gratuitousness of his apostolic service, associated with the couple and practiced their same trade of making tents. Every Shabbat, at the synagogue, he attempted to demonstrate to the doctors of the law the Messianism of Jesus. Crispus, the leading official of the synagogue, came to believe and was baptized along with his entire family. The Church of Corinth, which also received pagans, developed very rapidly. Corinth became Paul’s headquarters from the moment that Rome denied him entrance due to the decree of expulsion ordered by Claudius. He remained in Corinth 18 months.
At this time an issue arose ever more frequently: the synagogue authorities, who took advantage of the privileges they held, did not wish that Christians be confused with a dissenting Jewish sect, even though, effectively, they did not depend on them for any reason. Thus, they ended up accusing Paul of illicit religious propaganda before the proconsul Gallio (brother of Seneca, the philosopher). After having heard the accusations against him, Gallio refused to listen to Paul’s argument. He declared himself incompetent to judge such matters since Paul was a Jew and, from his point of view, this dispute would have to be resolved within the synagogue (cf. Acts 18:12-16). Thereafter, Paul sailed to Antioch and Ephesus with Priscilla and Aquila, who would play a central role in creating the future community in the latter city.

Many historians hold that at the conclusion of this second journey, in the year 52, the “Council of Jerusalem” and the “Incident of Antioch” took place.

Vatican website

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

Ministry of Service

Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485

Emergency: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685, Jan Gallant (403)281-4327

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter (403)259-6684, Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902

Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday, 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161

C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook

Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403)281-9666

  

Outreach ministry

St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays, 7:30 PM

Inn From the Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163, Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883

Sandwiches for the Drop-in Centre – 1st Fridays

Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry

Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman

Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 

Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

  

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim
Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 

Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham

Children’s Sacraments (Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation) – Doreen Yochim

Pre-Marriage Preparation – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Marriage Team – Sponsor Couple Program; John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 

Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator

Adult Faith Enrichment – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Parish Mission Team – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky

Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

  

Liturgical Ministry

Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 

Sacristans – Yvette Hope (403)281-1578

Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586

MUSIC Coordinator – Parish Office (403)253-2251

    5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776

Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442

Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809

Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756

Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

 


Prayer Life

Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 1st Fridays, 10:00 AM – Noon

Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241, Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701

Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays, 1:30 PM; Marilyn (403)441-5671

Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















