SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

February 22, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$6,898.51

Weekly average, year to date
$7,904.37



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$2360.26

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$2175.71

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$2602.03 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:00 PM 



Stewardship Committee Meeting: 7:30 PM

Tuesday       Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Pancake Breakfast following Mass




Funeral Team Meeting: 9:45 AM



Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
ASH WEDNESDAY Masses: 9:00AM & 7:00 PM



Christian Yoga: 12:30—1:20 PM

   

Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Knights of Columbus Executive Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



The Prodigal Son - Discussion Group: 9:45 AM             



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM



EVENING PRAYER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 7:00 PM



Youth Group Gathering: 7:00—9:00 PM

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



Rite of Election

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



FAITHFUL FRIENDS: 2:30—4:00 PM

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #1 for February 28/March 1

Saturday 5:00 PM: Doug and Karen Grabham, Yvette Nogue, Margaret Steel, Margaret Baker, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey, Sheila Padley, George Palardy, Carl St. Laurent (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Noreen Hess, Elly Jarvis, Elizabeth Gray, Fe Cardino (Spare)

ST. PATRICK’S DINNER & DANCE
Saturday, March 14
Refreshments: 6:30 PM

Dinner: 7:30 PM

Dancing until Midnight

Tickets: $20 each

LENT, 2009
ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH; 

MASSES & BLESSING WITH ASHES AT 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM

[Shrove Tuesday, February 24th: Annual Pancake Breakfast for those who attend 9:00 AM mass]

Lent has 2 major purposes: it recalls or prepares for baptism, and it emphasizes the spirit of reconciliation.

During the season of Lent, the liturgies prepare the catechumens to celebrate the paschal mystery by the various rites of Christian initiation.  Lent also prepares the baptized assembly for Easter: as we recall our baptism & prepare to renew our baptismal vows at the Easter Vigil; and as we commit to turn away from that in our lives which prevents us from living as disciples of Jesus.  Ash Wednesday is a universal day of fasting and abstinence from meat.  The law of abstinence from meat binds those who are 14 and older; the law of fasting binds those from 18-59 years of age.  
During Lent, God’s people do not sing “alleluia” until the believing community has undergone conversion and is ready to sing this chant with renewed meaning during the Easter vigil. Flowers are not used to decorate the altar or the area around it throughout the season (GIRM, no. 305). Musical instruments are used only to give necessary support to singing, not for solo playing (GIRM, no. 313).

 

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Friday, February 27th at 7:00 PM; led by our St. Vincent de Paul Society

Consider making this hour on Friday evenings a prayer commitment during the weeks of Lent.  Evening prayer is gentle and restful, and a celebration of God’s infinite love for each of us.

 

RITE OF ELECTION
Saturday, February 28th; mass and Election Dismissal at the 5:00 PM mass at St. Gerard’s.  We invite you to come to this mass as a show of support for our RCIA candidates.  Following the Dismissal, the candidates, their families, sponsors, and members of the RCIA team will journey to St. Mary’s Cathedral to be presented to the Bishop as candidates of St. Gerard’s Parish.  Thank you to the Evening Book Club for providing supper for our candidates prior to mass this evening. 

Keep our candidates in your prayers throughout the upcoming Lenten season.

LORETTA NIKSIC…catechumen…sponsor: Alicia Motuz

MICHAEL TOLAN…catechumen…sponsor: Bill Baker

GORDON MURRAY…candidate…sponsor: John Skelton

Elect: name given to catechumens chosen by God and affirmed by the Church as ready to celebrate baptism, confirmation, and Eucharist at the next Easter Vigil; catechumens who have gone through the Rite of Election or Enrollment Rite on the first Sunday of Lent

Election: the formal liturgical act of choosing those who have been called by God to celebrate the initiation sacraments; the election is proclaimed by the Bishop of a diocese

Enrollment of names: another name for the Rite of Election; the formal liturgical act of gathering and recording the names of those ready to be initiated at the next Easter Vigil.

 

FAITHFUL FRIENDS

Our Faithful Friends are learning how to care for God's creatures, especially the most faithful of all, our pets.  Join us with your favourite STUFFED pet as we nourish, nurse and exercise our fuzzy friends.  Special thanks in advance to our Veterinarian friend, Dr. Lia Morley, for sharing her time and talent with us.  Faithful Friends is a drop in group for all 3 - 8 year olds.  Please feel welcome to check us out Sunday, March 1 from 2:30 to 4:00 PM.  Don't forget to bring your stuffy!   

 

CARD PARTY
Ladies and Gentlemen, please join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:45—11:45 AM.  Come and play cribbage, euchre, bridge, rummy or any other card game you might enjoy.  For more information, please call Anita at (403) 255-4645.
PRODIGAL SON BY HENRI NOUWEN

Discussion, reflection, sharing on the ‘return’ of the Younger Son, and on our personal struggles & where they lead us.  Thursday, February 26th – after morning mass.  Everyone welcome to come & participate; there are still some books available in the parish office.

 

AFTERNOON SCRIPTURE STUDY
Thursdays, 1:00 PM in the parish hall. 

The Gospel of John: Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus…reflections/commentary by Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche.  Reflection on the text, video commentary, & sharing.  Books available in the parish office.  Everyone welcome.

YOUTH GROUP GATHERING
Friday, February 27 from 7:00—9:00 PM

Join us for a ‘campfire’, complete with hot chocolate and s’mores.  Bring your own mug!  For more information, please call, Heather at 403-271-3822.

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS: The 2008 Income Tax Receipts are in the gathering area of the church in alphabetical order.  Please pick up the tax receipt with your name on it.  Thank you.

PRAYER: AS LENTEN PREPARATION
As lent approaches, our small prayer groups are fostering a deepening of individual and community relationship to God.  Could you join us?  Is there a time frame for meeting that would better suit young mothers, young fathers, working men & women and perhaps even young people?  We are anxious to provide any or all of these groups with this opportunity.  Present Times: Mondays 4:00—4:45 PM; Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Thursdays 9:30—10:15 AM.  Future times: as above or whatever you decide.  Please call Maureen, (403) 366-0704.
Can you help?  We are in need of some help with our Sunday coffee ministry. This ministry is vital in bringing together parishioners and visitors in fellowship after Sunday liturgy.  This does not involve a large time commitment – you only need to come ½ hour before the 9:00 or 11:00 liturgy to start the coffee and juice and to make sure everything is ready. Please contact Ann Bergen at 252-5384 if you have any questions.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
In Christ, there are many members yet one body

ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

(703—Heritage Drive SW next to the YMCA)

Friday, March 6 at 1:30 PM

World day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many traditions who come together the first Friday of March to observe a common day of prayer each year.  Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm their faith in Jesus Christ and become aware of the whole world; are enriched by the faith experience of Christians of other countries and cultures; share the burdens of other people and pray with them and for them; become aware of their own talents and use them in the service of God’s world.  Prayer and action are inseparable and both have immeasurable influence in the world.  For more information, please contact Kay Power at (403) 255-6241. 

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

 
YEAR OF ST. PAUL

EPHESUS: PRISCILLA AND AQUILA LED THE CHURCH 
According to the Acts of the Apostles, this is the third place where the Word was spread. Paul remained in this important center of exchange between East and West in the areas of culture, religion and trade for more than two years, and here he established a Church. His confrontation with Judaism gave way to an encounter with other religious currents, for example, at that time Artemis was considered to be the great Goddess of Ephesus. Priscilla and Aquila led the community there and taught with zeal. When they heard Apollos, an Alexandrian Jew who arrived in Ephesus, teaching in the synagogue, they explained “the Way (of God) more accurately” (Acts 18:26) to him. He would later have great success as a catechist in Ephesus and Corinth. 

 

MILETUS: THE STRUCTURES OF THE CHURCH
On the way back to Jerusalem, Paul “compelled by the Spirit” (Acts 20:22), summoned the Elders of the Church of Ephesus. He foretold of his upcoming and inevitable imprisonment, persecution and death, as well as, the specific direction of his mission: “Go, I shall send you far away to the Gentiles” (Acts 22:21). He exhorted them to be vigilant, hard workers, and to assist the poor and the weak: “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). And finally, he left them as his last will and testament “building up the Church” (1Cor. 14:12), or, rather, he commended it to the power of the Word saying: “I commend you to God and to that gracious word of his that can build you up” (Acts 20:32). Thus, the activity of the Word is primary; it creates the Church.
This event concluded with deep emotion: the assembly knelt down and prayed and they threw their arms around Paul (cf. Acts 20:36-37). They all entrusted themselves to God and to His Word. This episode is important for the institutional history of the Church. For the Elders or the presbyters, who were summoned by Paul and whom he named pastors and bishops, appointed to give spiritual nourishment and guidance and to keep vigil (this is the meaning of the word bishop) over the people of God, did not receive their powers from the assembly of the faithful, but from the Spirit. 

During the course of his “independent” ministry and in the face of some unusual situations, Paul had to adopt some doctrinal innovations in order to justify his continuous appeals to the believers to group together in united communities. Undeniably, Paul succeeded, wherever he went, in creating many Churches, extremely united in order to survive and develop outside the structures tied to the synagogues. 

 

JERUSALEM: HEAD OF THE CHURCHES
For the third time Paul went back to Jerusalem to explain to the Elders his mission to the Gentiles. This time he led a delegation representing the Churches he had founded, mostly Pagan-Christians, but also Hebrew disciples like Timothy. He   became the recognized leader (cf. 1Cor. 12:14) of a group of local communities who were in dispute with the synagogues and led an autonomous existence within the Pagan communities. He named them Churches, according to the Deuteronomic tradition, and claimed for each of them the dignity of an assembly of people chosen by God, which primarily was reserved to the Church of Jerusalem. Paul exercised his authority as an apostle of Jesus Christ (cf. 1Cor. 1:21; 2Cor. 1:1), a title to which he was particularly attached. 

But at that time, in the capital of Judaism and in the presence of the Church of  Jerusalem, presided over by James, where there were “thousands of believers... from among the Jews” (Acts 20:21), he was asked to prove his devotion to the Fathers. He wrote to the Corinthians “I have become all things to all” – (1Cor. 9:22). Therefore he would go to the Temple and be purified together with a group of Nazoreans, saying: “everyone will know…that you yourself live in observance of the law” (Acts 20:24). And it is there in the temple where Paul would be arrested. 

Vatican website

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

Ministry of Service

Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485

Emergency: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685, Jan Gallant (403)281-4327

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter (403)259-6684, Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902

Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday, 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161

C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook

Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403)281-9666

  

Outreach ministry

St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays, 7:30 PM

Inn From the Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163, Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883

Sandwiches for the Drop-in Centre – 1st Fridays

Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry

Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman

Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 

Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

  

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim
Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 

Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham

Children’s Sacraments (Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation) – Doreen Yochim

Pre-Marriage Preparation – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Marriage Team – Sponsor Couple Program; John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 

Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator

Adult Faith Enrichment – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Parish Mission Team – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky

Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

  

Liturgical Ministry

Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 

Sacristans – Yvette Hope (403)281-1578

Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586

MUSIC Coordinator – Parish Office (403)253-2251

    5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776

Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442

Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809

Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756

Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

 


Prayer Life

Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 1st Fridays, 10:00 AM – Noon

Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241, Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701

Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays, 1:30 PM; Marilyn (403)441-5671

Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















