SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

January 18, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$7,744.18

Weekly average, year to date
$9,018.21



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$926.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$644.73

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$ 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



INN FROM THE COLD

      

R.C.I.A. Catechists: 7:00—8:00 PM

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Maureen B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Card Party: 1:00-3:00 PM



ECUMENICAL PRAYER SERVICE: 7:30 PM

Wednesday Mass: 9:00AM



St. Vincent de Paul Meeting: 7:00 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Maureen B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Choir practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Wee Wii Gathering: 7:00—9:00 PM 

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



RCIA catechesis

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



RCIA dismissal: 9:00 AM Mass



Coffee after both Masses



RCIA catechesis: 10:00 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #4 for January 24/25

Saturday 5:00 PM: Shannon McAvoy, Catherine Dilan, Jill Moroney, Ernie Shaw, Lorna Stinn, Laurance Daignault (Spare)

 

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Kerry & Yvette Hope, James Sinnott, John Skelton, Riley & Penny Wight, Erika David (Spare)

 

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Carroll Zacher, Anita Durand, Ken Moen, Agnes Bedard, JoAnn Mulligan, Wayne & Claudette Nicolas (Spare)

 

PRAYER TREE
Kay Power (403) 255-6241, Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701.

 

CONGRATULATIONS

GREY CUP WINNERS

Anita Durand


Agnes Bedard

Randy

Don

Carol Scott

Thank you!  The money collected went to the following charities: Discovery House, Elizabeth House, and the Calgary Herald Christmas Fund ($300.00 each).

 

2009 WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY INSPIRED BY EZEKIEL

Korean Christians were inspired by the prophet Ezekiel as they wrote material for the 2009 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The theme "One in your hand" was drawn from Ezekiel's prayer that his divided nation be united in God.

Each year a different country takes the lead in writing materials for the week, which is traditionally celebrated between Jan. 18 and 25 (in the northern hemisphere) or at Pentecost (in the southern hemisphere).

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity mobilizes Christians around the world to attend ecumenical prayer events, and is jointly coordinated by the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church.

On Tuesday, January 20th, at 7:30 PM, this Ecumenical Prayer Service will take place in St. Gerard’s Parish.  We will join together in prayer with the L’Arche Community and with our Christian brothers and sisters from our neighbouring parishes. 

St. Gerard’s parishioners…let’s come out in large numbers to demonstrate our solidarity as Christians.  The committee is extending a special invitation to all music ministries to come and help fill the church with beautiful song.

There will be a coffee social in the hall following the prayer service.  We are in need of one or two people to make & serve coffee & juice, and for 3 or 4 people to bring squares/cookies for the social.  Please phone the parish office [253-2251] if you can help with these needs, or email jan@stgerards.ca or Doreen@stgerards.ca 

A WEE WII GATHERING

Friday, January 23 from 7:00—9:00 PM in the parish hall

Would you like to meet new people and do fun stuff?  We invite all Junior High aged youth to a Wii Tournament.  Please join us for a fun-filled evening.  For more information, please call, Heather at (403) 271-3822.

 

The Homelessness Committee here at St. Gerard’s has two focuses for this year – one of educating our parishioners (and neighbourhood parishes) about what can be done about homelessness in Calgary, and then to have an action plan so our parishioners can get directly involved.  On Tuesday – January 27th at 7:30 PM we will have a presentation here in the church from Neighbourlink in partnership with the Calgary Homeless Foundation.  Our goal is to advertise a new project that the Bishop spoke of at his annual dinner on October 23rd – Volunteers ending family homelessness.   All are welcome to attend – refreshments and fellowship will be provided afterwards! There are posters up in the church with more specifics, or you can contact Stephanie Casar at scasar1@shaw.ca
 

Faithful Friends 

February 1st, 2:30-4:00 pm

Come join us for crafts, music, games, snack and story as we explore our theme of “God created the fish in the sea….”  All 3-8 year olds are welcome and of course parents are always welcome to stay.

 

2009 ENVELOPES are available in the gathering area.  Please take the box with your name.  If there is not a box of envelopes for you, please contact Jan in the parish office, 253-2251.

 

DAY OF DISCERNMENT

This is a day of reflection and sharing in an atmosphere of prayer for women who are interested in the life of a religious sister on Saturday, February 21 from 9:30 AM—4:00 PM at Providence Residence, 316-146 Avenue, SE, Calgary.  For reservations/information, please contact Sr. Toyleen at (403) 256-1404 or email: vocdir@providence.ab.ca
 

RETURN TO ME WITH ALL YOUR HEART {JOEL 2:12}

Is it time for you to come back to Bible Study?

VATICAN CITY, JUNE 28, 2007 - Benedict XVI has declared June 2008-June 2009 the year of St. Paul in celebration of the 2,000th anniversary of the saint's birth.
"Meetings for study will be promoted and there will be special publications on Pauline texts, to promote the immense richness of the teaching contained in them, true patrimony of humanity redeemed by Christ.” In response to the Pope’s call for studies on Pauline texts, St. Gerard Parish is offering the opportunity of faith formation through the study of Paul’s letters to the Corinthians.

MONDAY EVENINGS; 7:00 PM

beginning on January 26th, in the parish hall

Coordinators: John Skelton [281-5421; jdeskelton@hotmail.com]

& Jill Moroney [252-0482; martjill@telusplanet.net]

 

THE SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS

The 1st letter to the Corinthians focused on various colorful problems pertaining to life in the community, and community life in relation to the society in which the Christian community existed.
The 2nd letter to the Corinthians focuses on the issue of legitimate Christian discipleship and the true character of ministry.  We encourage you to consider coming to Scripture Study. Materials provided

Contact one of the coordinators for more information.

If you would like to attend a daytime session of Scripture Study [Corinthians 1 or 2; or Galatians & Romans], please contact pastoral associate, Doreen Yochim, at 253-2251; doreen@stgerards.ca  If there is sufficient interest, a daytime session will be started.

THE RETURN OF THE PRODIGAL SON by Father Henri Nouwen

Anyone reading this book and wanting to meet for an hour every second week – please join us.  All are welcome.  On Thursday, January 29th, after morning mass, we will meet in the parish hall to discuss/reflect upon Part 1: The Younger Son.  “The immense joy in welcoming back the lost son hides the immense sorrow that has gone before…More than any other story in the Gospel, the parable of the prodigal son expresses the boundlessness of God’s compassionate love.  And when I place myself in that story under the light of that divine love, it becomes painfully clear that leaving home is much closer to my spiritual experience that I might have thought.”
The book is available for sale in the parish office, or may be borrowed from the public library.

 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

For everyone involved in liturgical ministry [hospitality greeters/ushers; altar servers; lectors; Eucharistic ministers; music ministry; sacristans; environment] – there will be ministry gatherings for training/formation on Monday, February 2nd, 7:30 PM, and Thursday, February 5th, 7:30 PM.  You are invited to meet with your ministry coordinator/s on one of those two evenings.  Please mark the dates on your calendar.

The Liturgy Committee extends a special invitation to any persons [including our youth, and family units] who are interested in serving in one or more of the liturgical ministries.  This is a good opportunity for you to meet the coordinators, get a sense of what the ministry involves, get some initial training/formation, and possibly volunteer to serve in a ministry on  a regular basis.

 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION OF OUR CHILDREN

Please look for the ‘tree’ in our Gathering Area that is ‘flowering’ with the picture/symbols of the beloved children in our parish who are preparing to celebrate a sacrament this year.  Parishioners are encouraged to become prayer mentors for one or more of these children.  You might want to acknowledge them in a special way with cards, holy pictures, etc. that will let the child know that our parish is praying for them.

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION MINISTRY

If you and your spouse are interested in learning more about this exciting and rewarding ministry, please contact Judy & John Broad [253-8697; broadj@shaw.ca].  On Friday, January 30th, the sponsor couples and any married couples who might like to join this ministry, are invited to a Team Couple evening at the FCJ Christian Life Centre.  The evening will include supper and a special presentation that we have dubbed a ‘Retreat with a Twist’.

Jesus is The Image of The One God

By GLEN ARGAN
Western Catholic Reporter

 

St. Paul at a few points in his writings calls Christ “the image of God.” Perhaps the clearest statement comes in his letter to the Colossians where Paul writes, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation” (1:15).

But does this mean that Paul believes that Jesus is God? After all, the Book of Genesis states, “God created humankind in his image” (1:27). So if human beings in general were created in God’s image and Jesus was created in God’s image, what’s the difference?

Moreover, if Paul is a firm believer in one God, how could he ever come to believe that there are two gods – Jesus and God?

It is somewhat easier to answer the second question. We have a well-developed understanding of God as the Trinity. But St. Paul and the early Church did not have the advantage of being able to think of God as three-in-one. They were monotheists. The idea that there might be diversity within the One God was, at the very least, startling, if not downright blasphemous.

Further, Paul never comes right out and says that Jesus is God.

So, if Jesus is no different than other people, why make such a fuss about him?

Paul, in fact, does make a strong claim for Jesus’ divinity. Read, for example, the whole quote from Colossians 1. Paul goes on to state, “In (Christ) all things in heaven and on earth were created … all things have been created through him and for him … In him, all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell” (16, 17, 19). Christ had a role in creation. Moreover, dwelling within him was the fullness of God.

One cannot say this about a human being who, after all, is part of God’s creation.

Also in his letter to the Colossians, Paul states that “in (Christ) the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.” In his letter to the Church at Philippi, he says that Jesus “was in the form of God” (2:6).

Then there is the title of Lord, which the early Christians gave to Jesus, a title that Paul uses frequently. The term “Lord” is used frequently in the Old Testament to refer to God without using the name of God.

The detailed commentary on Paul’s letters written by the scholars at the University of Navarre notes, “The first Christians, by giving Christ the title of ‘Lord’ were making a profession of faith in the divinity of Jesus.”

For Paul, a devout Jew, it must have been gut-wrenching to refer to a man as God. Yet apparently, despite all the theological controversies into which Paul entered, he was not accused of worshipping two gods.

The quote above from Colossians 1:19 shows Christ’s supremacy is no threat to the honour due to God alone. It was because in Christ, God was pleased to dwell. To acknowledge Christ’s lordship was not to diminish God, but to give glory to him.

The early Christians, Paul among them, quickly came to realize that if Jesus was God, there was more complexity in the nature of God than anyone had previously thought. Still, Paul felt no inconsistency, on one hand, in preaching the oneness of God to the Athenians and, on the other hand, of proclaiming that Jesus Christ is God too.

The problem we today have when either Jesus or Adam is said to be in the image of God is that we see an image as a lifeless copy of the original. For the biblical writers, the image partakes of and participates in the original.

Other translations of Genesis describe man as created “according to the image” of God. Such a translation shows that while the human person has a tendency to the perfection inherent in God, this is only a tendency.

But Christ and God share the same divine nature. Christ, like the Father, had a role in creation. Christ, like the Father, existed before all time and in all time.

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

Ministry of Service

Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485

Emergency: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685, Jan Gallant (403)281-4327

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter (403)259-6684, Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902

Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday, 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161

C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook

Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403)281-9666

  

Outreach ministry

St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays, 7:30 PM

Inn From the Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163, Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883

Sandwiches for the Drop-in Centre – 1st Fridays

Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry

Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman

Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 

Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

  

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim
Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 

Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham

Children’s Sacraments (Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation) – Doreen Yochim

Pre-Marriage Preparation – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Marriage Team – Sponsor Couple Program; John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 

Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator

Adult Faith Enrichment – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Parish Mission Team – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky

Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

  

Liturgical Ministry

Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 

Sacristans – Yvette Hope (403)281-1578

Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586

MUSIC Coordinator – Parish Office (403)253-2251

    5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776

Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442

Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809

Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756

Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

 


Prayer Life

Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 1st Fridays, 10:00 AM – Noon

Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241, Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701

Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays, 1:30 PM; Marilyn (403)441-5671

Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















