THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

January 25, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$7,120.35

Weekly average, year to date
$8,385.59



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$1043.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$876.13

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$1741.13 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday

No Mass




CWL Chrism Mass Meeting: 7:00 PM




Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM (2 Corinthians)




Stewardship Committee Meeting: 7:30 PM

Tuesday     

Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.)




Mass: 9:00 AM




Card Party: 1:00-3:00 PM




ALL ROADS LEAD HOME PRESENTATION: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00AM




RENOVO Meeting: 7:30 PM




Knights of Columbus Exec Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday

Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.)




Mass: 9:00 AM            

Book Discussion: 9:45 AM (The Prodigal Son)




Choir practice: 7:30 PM

Friday

Mass: 9:00 AM




Marriage Team Retreat at FCJ Centre: 6:00 PM 

Saturday

Reconciliation: 4:00 PM




Mass: 5:00 PM




RCIA catechesis

Sunday

Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 




RCIA dismissal: 9:00 AM Mass




Coffee after both Masses




RCIA catechesis: 10:00 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #1 for January 31/ February 1

Saturday 5:00 PM: Doug & Karen Grabham, Yvette Nogue, Margaret Steel, Margaret Baker, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey, Sheila Padley, George Palardy, Carl St. Laurent (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Roni Cruikshank, Jim & Melissa Emmelkamp, Noreen Hess, Elly Jarvis, Elizabeth Gray, Fe Cardino (Spare)

 

PRAYER TREE
Call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

CARD PARTY
Please join us on Tuesday afternoons from 1:00—3:00 PM.  Come and play cribbage, euchre, bridge, rummy or any other card game you might enjoy.  For more information, please call Anita at (403) 255-4645.

 

The Homelessness Committee
Here at St. Gerard’s we have two focuses for this year – one of educating our parishioners (and neighbourhood parishes) about what can be done about homelessness in Calgary, and then to have an action plan so our parishioners can get directly involved.  On Tuesday – January 27th at 7:30 PM we will have a presentation here in the church from Neighbourlink in partnership with the Calgary Homeless Foundation.  Our goal is to advertise a new project that the Bishop spoke of at his annual dinner on October 23rd – Volunteers ending family homelessness.   All are welcome to attend – refreshments and fellowship will be provided afterwards! There are posters up in the church with more specifics, or you can contact Stephanie Casar at scasar1@shaw.ca .

 

Faithful Friends 

February 1st, 2:30-4:00 pm

Come join us for crafts, music, games, snack and story as we explore our theme of “God created the fish in the sea….”  All 3-8 year olds are welcome and of course parents are always welcome to stay.

 

RETURN TO ME WITH ALL YOUR HEART {JOEL 2:12}
Is it time for you to come back to Bible Study?
VATICAN CITY, JUNE 28, 2007 - Benedict XVI has declared June 2008-June 2009 the year of St. Paul in celebration of the 2,000th anniversary of the saint's birth.

"Meetings for study will be promoted and there will be special publications on Pauline texts, to promote the immense richness of the teaching contained in them, true patrimony of humanity redeemed by Christ.” In response to the Pope’s call for studies on Pauline texts, St. Gerard Parish is offering the opportunity of faith formation through the study of Paul’s letters to the Corinthians.

MONDAY EVENINGS; 7:00 PM
Beginning on January 26th, in the parish hall

Coordinators: John Skelton [281-5421; jdeskelton@hotmail.com]

& Jill Moroney [252-0482; martjill@telusplanet.net]

 

THE SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS
The 1st letter to the Corinthians focused on various colorful problems pertaining to life in the community, and community life in relation to the society in which the Christian community existed.
The 2nd letter to the Corinthians focuses on the issue of legitimate Christian discipleship and the true character of ministry.  We encourage you to consider coming to Scripture Study.  Materials provided.  Contact one of the coordinators for more information.

If you would like to attend a daytime session of Scripture Study [Corinthians 1 or 2; or Galatians & Romans], please contact pastoral associate, Doreen Yochim, at 253-2251; doreen@stgerards.ca.  If there is sufficient interest, a daytime session will be started.

THE RETURN OF THE PRODIGAL SON by Father Henri Nouwen
Anyone reading this book and wanting to meet for an hour every second week – please join us.  All are welcome.  On Thursday, January 29th, after morning mass, we will meet in the parish hall to discuss/reflect upon Part 1: The Younger Son.  “The immense joy in welcoming back the lost son hides the immense sorrow that has gone before…More than any other story in the Gospel, the parable of the prodigal son expresses the boundlessness of God’s compassionate love.  And when I place myself in that story under the light of that divine love, it becomes painfully clear that leaving home is much closer to my spiritual experience that I might have thought.”
The book is available for sale in the parish office, or may be borrowed from the public library.
LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
For everyone involved in liturgical ministry [hospitality greeters/ushers; altar servers; lectors; Eucharistic ministers; music ministry; sacristans; environment] – there will be ministry gatherings for training/formation on Monday, February 2nd, 7:30 PM, and Thursday, February 5th, 7:30 PM.  You are invited to meet with your ministry coordinator/s on one of those two evenings.  Please mark the dates on your calendar.

The Liturgy Committee extends a special invitation to any persons [including our youth, and family units] who are interested in serving in one or more of the liturgical ministries.  This is a good opportunity for you to meet the coordinators, get a sense of what the ministry involves, get some initial training/formation, and possibly volunteer to serve in a ministry on a regular basis.

 

TO BE TOGETHER IN CHRIST—SMALL PRAYER GROUPS

Mondays  4:00—4:45 PM
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays    9:30—10:15 AM
Please think about joining us as we pray together for ourselves and each other in gratitude and praise for God’s gifts and for our pastoral team and ministries.
“Sensitivity to the presence of God in self and others during those precious moments of prayerful stillness … is: Robert J. Wicks—2007 Touching the Holy
*a responsibility of living

*a graced appreciation of the fact that what is real and ordinary is a sanctuary for the sacred, a chance to meet God.

*A special chance to embrace the spiritual self-esteem that can only come from being gratefully aware of the unique divine presence in us.

*An invitation to go forward with others and compassionately build a world that
 is truly a gentle place for all of us to grow together before God.”
IMPORTANT RENOVO MEETING!
Wednesday Jan. 28th 2009, 7:30 PM
Come and hear about our achievements to date and exciting news for Renovo's next steps! Everyone is welcome.

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION MINISTRY
If you and your spouse are interested in learning more about this exciting and rewarding ministry, please contact Judy & John Broad [403-253-8697; broadj@shaw.ca].  On Friday, January 30th, the sponsor couples and any married couples who might like to join this ministry, are invited to a Team Couple evening at the FCJ Christian Life Centre.  The evening will include supper and a special presentation that we have dubbed a ‘Retreat with a Twist’.

ST. GERARD’S YOUTH GROUP

Please join us for swimming at the Southland Leisure Centre on Friday, January 30th from 7:30—9:30 PM.  Bring $5.25 and be sure to get your permission slip signed. (Permission slip will be available at the Southland Leisure Centre and are required for participation.) For more information, please call, Heather at 403-271-3822.

ST. GERARD’S BOOK CLUB

The evening Book Club will resume on Tuesday, February 3rd at 7:30 PM.  We meet regularly on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month.  Everyone is welcome! Our chosen book for this session is “The Holy Longing – The Search for a Christian Spirituality” by Father Ron Rolheiser.  Copies are available in the office. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pat at pjamnicz@yahoo.ca or 252-7332.

 

YEAR OF ST. PAUL

He, who is called “the Apostle to the Gentiles”, that is, to the Nations, never actually met Jesus during his life in Jerusalem or along the roads of Galilee, like the Twelve Apostles. He is the first apostle to have the experience of only the Risen Christ, as all Christians will continue to have through the centuries. This man, who was both a Jew and a Roman citizen, was born in Tarsus (currently Eastern Turkey). After having received a rigorous teaching in the Law from Rabbi Gamaliel the Elder, he was given a specific mission to go and preach the Word of God to all human beings: first to Antioch and Asia Minor, later to Greece and Rome. With Paul, the words of the Prophet Micah, “…from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Micah 4:2), were fulfilled in just a few years and in an ardent manner. The words “go forth” have a double meaning here. Paul will go forth to witness to the teaching received from his Fathers and his personal experience: Christ is Risen!  Paul is the most well-known figure of the first Christian generation, both for his Letters (seven were undoubtedly recognized to be authentic in the strict sense of the term) and for the story of his life described by Luke in the Acts of the Apostles. His Letters represent an extraordinary source of information for us. Nonetheless the figure of Paul remains mysterious. On the one hand, the Letters cover only fifteen years of his life, while on the other hand, the Acts, which chronicle his journeys, were written twenty years after his death in the apologetic tone of the day. Therefore, we will give preference to the data contained in Paul’s Letters and their chronology, which greatly coincide with the duration of his travels (for example, the date of the “Council of Jerusalem”). It is very likely that Paul was about ten years younger than Jesus.

SAUL STUDIED IN JERUSALEM

Paul was born before the year 10 A.D. to a Jewish family from Tarsus, in Cilicia (now Eastern Turkey). He received the biblical name Saul and the Roman name Paul (his father, most likely having been granted Roman citizenship, wished to show his gratitude to the Pauli family). He was educated in Jerusalem. Paul himself recounted that, “At the feet of Gamaliel I was educated strictly in our ancestral law and was zealous for God” (Acts 22:3) and again, “I am a Pharisee, the son of Pharisees” (Acts 23:6), “circumcised on the eighth day” (Phil. 3:5-6). 

THE PERSECUTOR

During the martyrdom of Stephen, “The witnesses laid down their cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul” (Acts 7:58) “… Saul was consenting to his execution. On that day, there broke out a severe persecution of the Church” (Acts 8:1). Saul, who defended with zeal his “ancestral traditions” (Gal. 1:14), could have even been a Zealot (cf. Acts 22:3). His defense of the tradition of his ancestors would explain his expedition to Damascus to persecute Hellenist missionaries like Stephen who challenged the Temple, in order to subdue them at all costs, even torture. This would also clarify two strange episodes: Paul was not at peace with the Church of Jerusalem and he had to escape under the threat of death (Acts 9:26-30); later, forty Jews would form a conspiracy to kill Paul, who was at that time a prisoner of the Romans (cf. Acts 23:12-22) and it is very well known that the Zealot party punished all those who betrayed their solemn oath. 

CONVERSION / VOCATION

The Acts of the Apostles quote the famous phrase heard on the way to Damascus: “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” (Acts 9:4). The story that Paul himself the apparition of the Risen Lord betrays a great interior turmoil, according to the prophetic vocations/conversions of the Old Testament, which always announced a mission: “But when (God), who from my mother's womb had set me apart and called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him to the Gentiles…” (Gal 1:15-17). The radical “conversion” of Saul did not represent for him a change of religion: he felt more than ever before to be a Jew, because the “God of our Fathers” was sending him to spread the Gospel. The evangelizer of the pagans continued to preach to the Jews as much as he could, up to his final appeal to Rome. Paul’s conversion and baptism meant that he had discovered his true and proper place in the life of Israel. The date of this most important event is ignored; the Letter to the Galatians may seem to indicate the years 33-35, a short time after the establishment of the first Church in Jerusalem, created around “Peter with the Eleven” (Acts 2:14). After his “conversion”, on the way to Damascus, Paul traveled throughout parts of Asia Minor (currently Turkey), Syria and Arabia (now Jordan), all the way to Jerusalem, before reaching Europe, Greece and ultimately Rome. One can reasonably date his journeys back to around the 50s A.D. or so. 

 

Vatican website

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

Ministry of Service

Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485

Emergency: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685, Jan Gallant (403)281-4327

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter (403)259-6684, Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902

Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday, 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161

C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook

Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403)281-9666

  

Outreach ministry

St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays, 7:30 PM

Inn From the Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163, Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883

Sandwiches for the Drop-in Centre – 1st Fridays

Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry

Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman

Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 

Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

  

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim
Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 

Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham

Children’s Sacraments (Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation) – Doreen Yochim

Pre-Marriage Preparation – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Marriage Team – Sponsor Couple Program; John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 

Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator

Adult Faith Enrichment – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Parish Mission Team – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky

Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

  

Liturgical Ministry

Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 

Sacristans – Yvette Hope (403)281-1578

Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586

MUSIC Coordinator – Parish Office (403)253-2251

    5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776

Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442

Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809

Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756

Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

 


Prayer Life

Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 1st Fridays, 10:00 AM – Noon

Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241, Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701

Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays, 1:30 PM; Marilyn (403)441-5671

Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















