TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

June 21, 2009






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$7,759.38

Weekly average, year to date
$8,255.01



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$11,705.26

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$8,605.77

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$10,439.47 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass
Tuesday
OFFICE CLOSED - STAFF PLANNING DAY



Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)



Mass: 9:00 AM   




John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Liturgy Planning Day



Christian Yoga: 12:30-1:20



Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Renovo Parish Consultation: 7:30 PM



Choir practice: 7:30 PM       

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 



St. Gerard’s School Mass: 10:30 AM

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #4 for June 27/28

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Laurence Daignault, Lorna Stinn, Ernie Shaw, Jill Moroney, Catherine Dilan, Corinne Dilan, Greg Joevenazzo

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Kerry and Yvette Hope, James Sinnott, Riley and Penny Wight, John Skelton, Erika David

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Lorna Delaney, Anita Durand, JoAnn Mulligan, Agnes Bedard, Ken Moen, Wayne and Claudette Nicolas

 

The Annual Memorial Cemetery Masses will be held as follows at 7:30 PM. (Rain or Shine)

St. Joseph’s Cemetery – Wednesday, August 19

Good Shepherd Cemetery – Thursday, August 20
 

ANNUAL PARISH PLANNING DAYS
On Tuesday of this week, the parish office will be closed because the staff will be having a Planning Day for the coming year.
On Wednesday, the members of the Liturgy Committee and the Pastoral Team will be at Mount St. Francis Retreat Centre for a day of Liturgy visioning and planning, and for some spiritual renewal.
We ask for your prayers that the guidance of the Holy Spirit will be discerned through our deliberations, discussion and sharing.

Renovo:  Parish Consultation Thurs. June 25th 7:30
Everyone is invited to hear more details on the Renovo achievements to date, and to see the architectural plans for St. Gerard's.

Meeting to be held in the hall. 

INFORMATION RE: SACRAMENTS
Baptism of infants & toddlers: contact the parish office at 403-253-2251

Baptism of school-age children: contact the parish office at 403-253-2251

Confirmation, 1st Eucharist, Reconciliation: registration will begin in mid-September; information in the bulletin & on our website & in our school newsletters in the fall

Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist for adults: contact the parish office at 403-253-2251

JEAN VANIER’S ‘THE GOSPEL OF JOHN’
Tuesday afternoon…1:00 PM in the small meeting room. JOHN 10: THE GOOD SHEPHERD [text: Chapter 14] Jesus is the Good Shepherd leading us into oneness with God.  He is also calling each one of us to grow in responsibility to care for others as good shepherds: servants.  This is the true sign of spiritual maturity: taking care, with love and compassion, of others. 
 

SACRAMENTAL SYMBOLS
Parents…the symbols that you prepared for your children in recognition of their sacramental preparation this year, have been on the bulletin board in the parish hall.   The community has had the time to look at the symbols and to pray for the children and your families.  Those symbols have now been hung on the windows near the Gathering Area.  You are invited to take the symbol that you prepared so lovingly for your child and to ‘gift’ it to your child.  Spend some ‘holy time’ talking to your child about the symbol and its meaning to you about her/him.

ENTERING THE SPIRIT

The small prayer group will be beginning a special series on June 30th. All are welcome. We meet: 






Mondays: 

3:00 PM - 4:15 PM




Tuesdays:

9:30 AM - 10:20 AM




Wednesdays:
9:30 AM -10:20 AM




Thursdays:

9:30 AM - 10:20 AM

 

GRADUATION
If anyone wishes to attend the T.E.A.M. graduation of our 3 parish participants, Geri, Rosemarie, & Sheila, the event is today [Sunday] at the FCJ Christian Life Centre.  Mass at 11:00 AM in the chapel; graduation ceremonies following the mass; reception after the graduation. 

ANNUAL PARISH STAMPEDE BREAKFAST
Coordinator/s and volunteers are needed immediately!!  If there is not a team of people to undertake this fun event, it will not happen.  Contact our honorable Parish Pastoral Council Chairwoman, Jill Negenman, at 403-253-8586, to volunteer.

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Noreen Hess, coordinator of this ministry, would like a few more new people to join this liturgical ministry.  The immediate needs: 1st weekend of the month: 5:00 PM mass – 3 more Eucharistic ministers needed; 3rd weekend of the month: 5:00 PM mass – 1 Eucharistic minister needed; 5th weekend of the month [4x / year]: 5:00 PM mass – 1 Eucharistic minister needed.  There are a few tentative placements available for the 9:00 & the 11:00 AM masses also; some folks are ready to step back from the ministry if there are new people to fill their spots.  So, seriously consider becoming a part of this ministry.  Call Noreen at 403-255-5183.  Training is provided.

COORDINATOR OF SACRISTANS
YVETTE HOPE has been the coordinator of sacristans for a number of years.  Yvette has decided that it is time to leave this position, and she is ready & willing to train a new coordinator.  With summer coming, the Liturgy Committee would like to have this position filled ASAP so that the transition for this ministry is as smooth as possible.  Is there anyone [or a couple of people] who would be interested in coordinating this ministry?  Please speak with Yvette [403-281-1578] for information about this ministry.

ALL LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
We remind all our liturgical ministers [greeters/ushers/hospitality, procession, altar servers, music, sacristans, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, coffee hospitality] that our liturgies do not take a ‘summer holiday’.  Please remember to serve at your scheduled time, or find a replacement.

 

COFFEE HOSPITALITY
This is a particularly important ministry during the summer months because we tend to have more visitors and we want to always live up to St. Gerard’s reputation of being a ‘hospitable’ community to visit.  Have you signed up to host the coffee social after one of the Sunday masses?  If not, now is the time to do so.  The signup sheet is on the wall next to the ‘window’ into the kitchen.  If you have any questions, contact the coordinator, Ann Bergen at 403-252-5384.
It has been noted that the 11:00 AM mass folks have not been ‘stepping up to the plate’ and taking responsibility for this ministry.  There are lots of folks who enjoy the coffee and socializing…significantly less who sign up to host and to clean up.  So, those of you who come in for coffee after the 11:00 AM mass are encouraged to do your part and sign up for Sunday hospitality.  The 9:00 AM folks outshine you by leaps and bounds; let’s try to even that out!  Are you up to a little competition?  How about the 9:00 AM mass folks challenging the 11:00 AM mass folks to see who will fill the signup sheet first for the months of July, August and September?  Who knows – maybe Bogdan will give the winners a prize!
 

1ST FRIDAYS IN JULY AND AUGUST
Coffee and goodies will be served after masses on the 1st Fridays of July and August. Rose Marie Baschenis will coordinate … however, she needs volunteers to bake goodies, serve, and clean up.  Please call Rose Marie, 281-9666, to volunteer your assistance.

 

LET’S READ PAUL
PHILIPPIANS

 

One of the ‘captivity’ letters, probably written from Ephesus around 55 AD.  The church in Philippi was the first one Paul founded on European soil.  He maintained a positive relationship with the Philippian congregation throughout his ministry.  This letter is one of the most popular and beautiful of Paul’s letters, probably due to his close relationship with the Philippians.
The choppy nature of this letter points to the possibility that it may originally have been 3 letters that were combined and adapted by a later editor.  Although the structure may be a bit fragmented, Paul’s advice to the community is very clear: rejoice in the Lord.  Christians, because of the power of God’s salvation, have cause to rejoice no matter what the conditions of life are like.
The ‘hymn’ in Phil. 2:6-11 focuses on the ‘career’ of Christ, from his origin in heaven to his position now as the ‘exalted one’.  The hymn shows that God’s goal is unity, to be achieved under the leadership/example of Christ; and it makes clear that the source of power for salvation is the work of God in Christ.
Philippians is a powerful reflection on the meaning of fidelity in the midst of the challenges and the sufferings of life.  Think of a person you know who has remained faithful to gospel values in spite of sufferings and injustices.

 

PHILEMON

 

This brief letter is remarkable among the undisputed letters of Paul because it is written to an individual.  The letter deals with the fate of a runaway slave named Onesimus.  It appears that Paul anticipated that the letter would be read in the context of the assembled congregation.  The letter was a ‘captivity’ letter written from prison, possibly around 60 AD from Rome.
Paul handles the matter of Onesimus’ freedom in a businesslike manner.  He does not command Philemon to set Onesimus free, nor does he tell him it is the moral thing to do.  Instead, Paul informs Philemon what he [Paul] would have done, and he expresses his confidence in Philemon to do even more.  He says if a debt is incurred or if a price is involved, it should be charged to his [Paul’s] account.  The logic is that of legally settling a bill, and Paul handles the matter as he does so that Onesimus is not placed in debt to Philemon. 
Why did Paul not simply tell Philemon that owning slaves was wrong?  Slavery was an accepted social convention in Paul’s world.  Paul’s concern was with life after death, not with reforming society.  He advocated that Christians should be concerned only with living good lives, relating always to one another as equals in Christ. 

 

Is this not the true nature of social Justice for which we all should be striving?  Whom do I not regard as an equal?  What changes must I make in myself in order to ‘bless’ others with equality?
 

 

 ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
 

 Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or





        Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or 





   Maureen Bramwell (403)  366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163




                                         Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 





 Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study –  Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley  (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator  (403)281-1578


Mass Servers –  Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM –  9:00 AM –  11:00 AM –  Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers  - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors –  Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















