THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

June 28, 2009






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$6,940.44

Weekly average, year to date
$8,200.54



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$11,793.39

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$8,686.14

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$13,656.60 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass


Camp Cadicasu Training Session: 9:00 AM—5:00 PM

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Laurence D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM   




John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



Camp Cadicasu Training Session: 9:00 AM—5:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
CANADA DAY—OFFICE CLOSED



Mass: 9:00 AM



Camp Cadicasu Training Session: 9:00 AM—5:00 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Laurence D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Camp Cadicasu Training Session: 9:00 AM—5:00 PM    

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 



Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 10:00 AM until Noon.
Sandwiches will be collected for the downtown street ministries.



Coffee and Muffin Social following Mass.  



Camp Cadicasu Training Session: 9:00 AM—5:00 PM    

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #1 for July 4/5

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Margaret Steel, Shannon McAvoy, Irene Castellino, Rosemarie Walter, Patti Dawes, Sarabeth Dawes

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Carl St. Laurent, George and Vivian Palardy, Tom Milosz, Sheila Padley, Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Hazel Moen, Janet Sparrow, Elly Jarvis, Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Fe Cardino

 

The Annual Memorial Cemetery Masses will be held as follows at 7:30 PM. (Rain or Shine)

St. Joseph’s Cemetery – Wednesday, August 19

Good Shepherd Cemetery – Thursday, August 20

 

ENTERING THE SPIRIT

The small prayer group will be beginning a special series on June 30th. All are welcome.

We meet: 
Mondays: 

3:00 PM - 4:15 PM



Tuesdays:

9:30 AM - 10:20 AM



Wednesdays:
9:30 AM - 10:20 AM



Thursdays:

9:30 AM - 10:20 AM

 

YEAR OF ST. PAUL

The church “Year of St. Paul” has come to an end.  Hopefully, some of us took the opportunity to read and reflect on the writings of Paul, and consider these writings in light of the foundational formation of Christianity.  If there is an interest, we will have a gathering early in the fall [daytime or evening, depending on requests] and share our insights and learning’s on St. Paul and his contribution to the formation of the early Church.  If you would be interested, please phone the parish office and leave your name and phone number/email, or email your interest to Doreen@stgerards.ca
Pope Benedict XVI has marked June 19, 2009 to June 19, 2010 as a worldwide Catholic celebration of the "Year for Priests."  He designated St. John Vianney as the universal patron of all priests.  In the coming months, we will offer some reflections on our baptismal call to be priests – the meaning and the implications.
THE LITURGICAL YEAR

The Church’s Liturgical Year begins with Advent and ends four weeks before Christmas.  The seasons of the year are: Advent, Christmas, Lent, the Paschal Triduum, Easter, and Ordinary Time.  The liturgical year is like a wheel, ending where it begins.  Weeks begin on the Lord’s Day [Sunday], and end of Saturday. All through the summer and fall, the Church is in ORDINARY TIME.  Ordinary is derived from the word ordinal and means ‘counted’.  In other words, each of the weeks in Ordinary Time has a number [13th Sunday in Ordinary Time].  Ordinary Time is full of solemnities, feasts, and memorials of the Lord and the saints. The parish Liturgy Committee recently spent a day at Mt. St. Francis planning the liturgical seasons/celebrations for the coming year in our parish.  Our Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson and our Stewardship Chairperson participated in this gathering. 

 

WHAT IF I THINK THAT I WANT TO BECOME CATHOLIC?

God calls and we respond. Through the process of Christian initiation, men and women at all stages of the faith journey come together in a non-threatening atmosphere to learn more about the Catholic Church.

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process by which men and women become members of the Catholic Church. The process takes place within the context of the church community, and after a suitable period of formation, culminates in the reception of the sacraments of initiation: baptism, confirmation and Eucharist. 

The Catholic Church honors the baptism of those who have already been baptized with the Trinitarian formula [Father, Son, and Holy Spirit], and it is not necessary for them to be baptized again. 

RCIA provides a forum for shared spiritual growth and a means to explore the Catholic Christian tradition through Scripture, sacraments, Church teaching and social outreach, all in the midst of the Catholic faith community. Formation includes several areas: Scripture: the stories of God’s people

Teaching: what Catholics believe
Prayer: how we communicate with God

Liturgy: how the community worships

Mission: how we live out what we believe

 

Who may attend RCIA?

 

The process of initiation is for adults who:
· are unbaptized and want to become Catholic Christians through the sacraments of baptism, confirmation and Eucharist;

· are baptized Christians (in another faith tradition or Catholic) who want full sacramental membership in the Roman Catholic Church through confirmation and Eucharist;

· attend a Catholic Church because of a loved one or spouse and are not sure if the Catholic Church is for them, but want to ask questions & learn more baptized Catholics who have never been catechized and never completed the initiation sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist

· Children who are of school age have a process of initiation suited to their age and to their family situation.

 

How do I join an RCIA program?
If you want to learn more about becoming Catholic, contact St. Gerard parish office at 253-2251, or email Doreen@stgerards.ca.  We do have reading material available for those who may be interested in learning more about the Catholic Christian tradition.

 

JEAN VANIER’S ‘THE GOSPEL OF JOHN’
Tuesday afternoon…1:00 PM in the small meeting room. JOHN 10: THE GOOD SHEPHERD [text: Chapter 14]  Jesus is the Good Shepherd leading us into oneness with God.  He is also calling each one of us to grow in responsibility to care for others as good shepherds: servants.  This is the true sign of spiritual maturity: taking care, with love and compassion, of others.
We will meet this Tuesday at noon.  Bring a bit of ‘lunch-type’ food for a ‘potluck’ sharing prior to our session. This Tuesday’s gathering will be our last until the fall; we will resume in early fall to read, reflect upon and discuss the last half of John’s Gospel and the last half of Jean Vanier’s commentary on this Gospel.  Anyone who may be interested in joining this study group in the fall is most welcome and will not find it difficult to come in at the ‘middle’.  Texts are available in the parish office if anyone wants to read Jean Vanier’s book over the summer.

ANNUAL PARISH STAMPEDE BREAKFAST
Coordinator/s and volunteers are needed immediately!!  If there is not a team of people to undertake this fun event, it will not happen.  Contact our honorable Parish Pastoral Council Chairwoman, Jill Negenman, at 403-253-8586, to volunteer.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Noreen Hess, coordinator of this ministry, would like a few more new people to join this liturgical ministry.  The immediate needs: 1st weekend of the month: 5:00 PM mass – 1 more Eucharistic minister needed; 3rd weekend of the month: 5:00 PM mass – 1 Eucharistic minister needed; 5th weekend of the month [4x / year]: 5:00 PM mass – 1 Eucharistic minister needed.  There are a few tentative placements available for the 9:00 & the 11:00 AM masses also. So, seriously consider becoming a part of this ministry.  Call Noreen at 403-255-5183.  Training is provided.

COORDINATOR OF SACRISTANS
YVETTE HOPE has been the coordinator of sacristans for a number of years.  Yvette has decided that it is time to leave this position, and she is ready & willing to train a new coordinator.  With summer coming, the Liturgy Committee would like to have this position filled ASAP so that the transition for this ministry is as smooth as possible.  Is there anyone [or a couple of people] who would be interested in coordinating this ministry?  Please speak with Yvette [403-281-1578] for information about this ministry.

ALL LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
We remind all our liturgical ministers [greeters/ushers/hospitality, procession, altar servers, music, sacristans, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, coffee hospitality] that our liturgies do not take a ‘summer holiday’.  Please remember to serve at your scheduled time, or find a replacement.

 

COFFEE HOSPITALITY
This is a particularly important ministry during the summer months because we tend to have more visitors and we want to always live up to St. Gerard’s reputation of being a ‘hospitable’ community to visit.  Have you signed up to host the coffee social after one of the Sunday masses?  If not, now is the time to do so.  The signup sheet is on the wall next to the ‘window’ into the kitchen.  If you have any questions, contact the coordinator, Ann Bergen at 403-252-5384.
It has been noted that the 11:00 AM mass folks have not been ‘stepping up to the plate’ and taking responsibility for this ministry.  There are lots of folks who enjoy the coffee and socializing…significantly less who sign up to host and to clean up.  So, those of you who come in for coffee after the 11:00 AM mass are encouraged to do your part and sign up for Sunday hospitality.  The 9:00 AM folks outshine you by leaps and bounds; let’s try to even that out!  Are you up to a little competition?  How about the 9:00 AM mass folks challenging the 11:00 AM mass folks to see who will fill the signup sheet first for the months of July, August and September?  Who knows – maybe Bogdan will give the winners a prize!

SACRAMENTAL SYMBOLS
Parents…the symbols that you prepared for your children in recognition of their sacramental preparation this year, have been on the bulletin board in the parish hall.   The community has had the time to look at the symbols and to pray for the children and your families.  Those symbols have now been hung on the windows  near the Gathering Area.  You are invited to take the symbol that you prepared so lovingly for your child and to ‘gift’ it to your child.  Spend some ‘holy time’ talking to your child about the symbol and its meaning to you about her/him.

  

LET’S READ PAUL

(Topic # 13: Paul’s heritage in the 21st Century)
Paul’s gospel reaches across the centuries
Clifford M. Yeary of Little Rock Scripture Study

Paul had a bold take on the gospel. He proclaimed that all peoples of the world were invited into a saving covenant relationship with the God of his Jewish ancestors through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He put it quite simply to the Corinthians: “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting their trespasses against them and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:19).

After nearly 2,000 years, what can we say of Paul’s heritage in our own time? Is Paul’s first century gospel relevant to twenty-first century complexities of diverse cultures and values?

As with any question, the answers given might well depend on who is asked. In just the last few decades, millions of sub-Saharan Africans have fervently accepted the good news that God sent his only Son into the world to redeem them. Conversely, since the end of World War II, millions of Europeans have abandoned belief in Paul’s message of salvation, apparently regarding it as ancient cultural baggage that ill equips them to navigate the maze of modern challenges.

In America, the percentage of individuals who profess faith in Christ has not radically changed since the Second World War. Professing Christians are still a majority of our population. But if we listen hard for Paul’s authentic voice in American life we might go deaf trying to hear the whisper beneath the clanging, banging and screeching of competing noises. If Paul does have a viable heritage to offer us as a society there are some deeply held fears and beliefs he must either allay or dispel.

 

In more or less ascending order, a short list of widely held cultural beliefs and fears that compete with Paul’s gospel would include:

1.  The ivory-tower certitude that all sense of meaning and value is an irrational delusion.

2.  The fear that religious commitment is a sign of fanaticism that is the root cause of most violent conflicts in the world.

3.  The belief that traditional sexual morality is an impediment to personal growth and psychological well-being.

4.  The impression created by wave after wave of technological development that our culture and society are somehow being transformed for the better.

5.  The secret fear that the meaning of life is to be found in the right mix of fame, wealth and exotic experiences.

I seek no argument with anyone who would add to the list or rearrange the order. As a former high school teacher, however, it is number 5 that worries me the most. The message of Hollywood and the music industry to our youth is that only the rich, glamorous and (in)famous have lives worth living. Our youth do not so much believe the message as they fear its possible truth. If only the rich, famous and daring have meaningful lives, what hope is there for the rest of us? Many of our youth turn to drugs as a shortcut to experiencing life as something other than “ordinary”.

In this modern climate of intellectual doubt, technologically induced cultural evolution, rampant materialism, escapist mentality and frenzied lust, what can an itinerant preacher from twenty centuries ago with a gospel about a crucified Jew do to compete? What heritage does he yet have to offer in exchange for the wonders and thrills of modern life?

The answer lies in part in the realization that the wonders and thrills of modern life are often out to rob us of what we truly need in life. Paul’s gospel has not changed in two thousand years. It still requires conversion in order to be understood or adequately grasped.

However ill suited to modern life many may find Paul’s gospel to be, its enduring heritage is its appeal as an alternative to whatever else we might seek from life. Paul’s gospel can change us and our relationship to the world.

Paul’s gospel can rob the world of its power to deceive us into believing there is something in the world that can actually bring us complete fulfillment. For all the possibility of being happy in the world, the greatest sadness for us would be to become happy enough in the world that we never look beyond it.

Nothing in the world was ever meant to be the final object of our longing. It was meant to be the place where we would carry out God’s love and concern for creation. But it is in being recipients of God’s personal love that we will discover what it means to be happy, even if it takes a lifetime of stumbling on the way there. Paul conveys that message so very well.
 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
 

 Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or





        Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or 





   Maureen Bramwell (403)  366-0704         



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163
Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 





 Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study –  Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley  (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator  (403)281-1578


Mass Servers –  Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM –  9:00 AM –  11:00 AM –  Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers  - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors –  Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















