FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

March 1, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$7,889.39

Weekly average, year to date
$7,902.49



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$2462.26

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$2649.86

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$2602.03 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:00 PM

Tuesday       Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Jean D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM
  




Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM



John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



CWL Exec Meeting: 7:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00AM



Christian Yoga: 12:30—1:20 PM

   
Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Knights of Columbus Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Jean D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM             



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 10:00 AM until Noon.


Sandwiches will be collected for the downtown street ministries.



Coffee and Muffin Social following Mass


WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: 1:30 PM (St. Andrew’s Presbyterian)



EVENING PRAYER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 7:00 PM



Led by the Knights of Columbus

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



CHINESE DINNER FOR ENGAGED & SPONSOR COUPLES



DON’T FORGET TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD!!!

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



RCIA: 10:00 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #2 for March 7/8

Saturday 5:00 PM: Carroll Zacher, Irene Castellino, Catherine Dilan, Margaret Baker, Peggy Loescher, Yvette Nogue, Vern Smith (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Erika David, Rosemary Fennell, Carl Gratton, Randy and Irene Langille, Donna Scott, Noreen Young, Paul Negenman (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Lorne and Lorraine Carlson, Doug and Karen Grabham, Norman and Wilma Hagel, Patricia Smith (Spare)

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
In Christ, there are many members yet one body

ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

(703—Heritage Drive SW next to the YMCA)

Friday, March 6 at 1:30 PM

We encourage everyone to join us. Reception is to follow. For more information, please contact Kay Power at (403) 255-6241. 

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

 

LENT 2009
ONLINE LENTEN RETREATS offered: www.benetvision.org
In Lent, we begin the process that brings us face to face with ourselves, and who we truly are before our God.  We aren’t asked to make up exotic penances that might fill us with spiritual pride. We’re asked only to become more genuine images of Jesus.  Saint Benedict’s prescription for Lent is a simple one:  “add to the usual measure of our service.”  As we commit to reading Scripture, deep prayer, sharing our monetary possessions, and a deeper consciousness of the soul as we fast from our excesses - we will better understand how our service should take us out from our safe places to the places where we meet  the poor, the lonely, the excluded, the afflicted.

The Grapes of Wrath was written by John Steinbeck 70 years ago. The story is about the life of the poor during the depression and our responsibility for seeing that others have the chance to come to fullness of life. Steinbeck wrote: “The great companies did not know that the line between hunger and anger is a thin line.” It is a good Lenten story for those who really understand the words of scripture: “This is the fast I want…to break the chains of the oppressed…to feed the hungry…” [Is. 58]  Perhaps our spiritual reading this Lent might include The Grapes of Wrath.

 

LENTEN STEWARDSHIP - WHERE IS MY HEART?  Lent is the liturgical season when the church invites us to ‘slow down’ our busy lives, to refocus on our life’s journey, and to rejuvenate & deepen our relationship with our God.  God’s nature is expressed in qualities of the heart: forgiving, gracious, merciful, steadfast, and loving.  Our hearts must be transformed so that we reflect God’s nature in our hearts.  Most especially, Jesus modeled for us a heart that embraced the poor, the outcast, the suffering.  This Lent, as we focus on becoming more like our model Jesus, you are invited to reflect on the ‘heart’ on your bulletin.  Each heart lists one of the 7 corporal works of mercy.  How might you incorporate the message of your ‘heart’ in your Lenten renewal this year?

 

LENT & RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION: Rite of Election: a liturgical rite that takes place at the beginning of Lent which formally names those who will be baptized at the next Easter Vigil

At the Saturday mass this weekend, our catechumens [ Loretta & Michael] are ‘sent’ to the cathedral for the Rite of Election, to meet the Bishop, and to be acknowledged as persons who are ready to be initiated into the faith.  Prior to the mass, the catechumens and our candidate [Gordon] will have supper with some of our community.  When they go to the cathedral, their sponsors, family members/friends, and members of the RCIA Team will accompany them.  From now until they are initiated, our catechumens are referred to as the ELECT.

 

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Friday, March 6th…led by the Knights of Columbus.  Come and spend an hour on the Friday evenings during Lent in prayer reflection on the Paschal Mystery.  Parents are encouraged to bring children to these evenings so that our children can experience the prayer forms of Stations of the Cross & Christian Prayer/Liturgy of the Hours.

 

LENTEN QUIZ CHALLENGE: A bit of fun & formation for individuals & families…each week during Lent, there will be a ‘question/s’ put into the bulletin under Lent 2009, as well as being posted on the overhead prior to Sunday masses.  These questions will provide an opportunity to search sources for answers and to reflect on the answers in light of our parish liturgical celebrations.  After Easter, there will be a basket in the Gathering Area for answer sheets.  All submitted answers will be entered in a draw for a really great prize.  [Bogdan will be designated as the final judge!]   
 


WEEK 1 QUESTIONS:

1.      
What is the liturgical color for Lent?

2.      
Why is the desert a symbol of Lent?
 

ST. PATRICK’S DINNER & DANCE
Saturday, March 14
Refreshments: 6:30 PM

Dinner: 7:30 PM

Dancing until Midnight

Tickets: $20 each

For tickets, please call, Terry at (403) 255-8227

AFTERNOON SCRIPTURE STUDY
Tuesdays, 1:00 PM in the parish hall

The Gospel of John: Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus…reflections/commentary by Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche.  Reflection on the text, video commentary, & sharing.  Books should arrive in the parish office within the week.  Everyone is welcome.

 

WE ARE ADOPTING A HOMELESS FAMILY!  On Wednesday – February 18th, our parish hosted information and planning meeting about how we are going to take part in the “Adopt A Family” initiative.  It was great to see 24 parishioners come to the meeting to sign up as volunteers to get this off the ground.  Once we are able to determine our volunteer strengths and gifts, the NeighbourLink program will match us up with a family that needs those gifts.  The goal is to be part of the successful move from homelessness to independence for our family.  As always, many hands make light work, so if you are interested in joining our merry gang please contact Stephanie Casar at scasar1@shaw.ca or 403-281-6660.  We’ll keep you posted on our progress!!

CARD PARTY
Ladies and Gentlemen, please join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:45—11:45 AM.  Come and play cribbage, euchre, bridge, rummy or any other card game you might enjoy.  For more information, please call Anita at (403) 255-4645.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL COORDINATOR/S NEEDED
St. Peter’s Anglican Parish is needing 1/2/3 or 4 people to serve as St. Gerard’s reps on the planning committee of the ecumenical summer Children’s Vacation Bible School.  No experience necessary…qualifications needed: a love of children.  A meeting of coordinators is planned for mid-March.  If you could serve in this joyful ministry, please talk to Doreen, pastoral associate, for phone/email contacts.

 

CONFIRMATION OF ADULTS
Are you a baptized Catholic who has not been confirmed?  Would you like to be confirmed this spring?  We are going to have adult reflection/discussion sessions for those wanting to be confirmed.  Please contact Doreen, pastoral associate, in the parish office.  Session dates & times will be determined according to the availability of the participants.

 

YOUTH GROUP (FAITHFUL FELLOWSHIP)
Friday, March 6 from 7:00—9:00 PM

Southwood Community Centre

11 Sackville Drive SW

Bring your skates and helmet for an evening of skating.  Bring a friend and a mug for hot chocolate.

Friday, March 13: ‘Jesus: The Lost Years’ We have a limited number of tickets available for this production.  Call Heather at (403) 271-3822 for further information and to reserve a ticket.

 

Please join us for “Voices from the South”
A glimpse into daily life in Southern Israel under rocket attack
Sunday March 1st—7:00 PM at the Calgary Jewish Centre
Our guests:  Ohad Drori is a resident of Moshav Teashur, not far from Sderot. He is a social worker with the Jewish Agency’s "Victims of Terror fund" and the S.O.S fund in the south of Israel.  Liz Edri was born and raised in Sderot. She served in the Police during her army service and is about to finish her Law studies. At the end of 2007 she drove in Sderot and when the alarm started, she didn't have enough time to hide and she got wounded from a Kassam rocket that fell next to her. Craig made aliyah after participating in a birthright Israel trip a few years ago. Originally from Halifax, he now lives on Kibbutz Yavne in Southern Israel and serves in the IDF. He participated at the last operation in Gaza and was wounded in a battle.

 

YEAR OF ST. PAUL

ARRESTED IN THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM

All signs pointed in the direction of impending turmoil: Paul’s preaching in the synagogues provoked fear, as well as, the development of Christianity which was viewed as a threat to structures and laws. Some incidents broke out when Paul arrived at the Temple on the seventh and final day of the purification: had he been perhaps accompanied by a non-Hebrew Greek, desecrating in such a way the sanctuary? Some Jews from Asia Minor recognized him and incited the crowd, which led to Paul’s expulsion from the Temple.
Thanks to the arrival of the cohort commander and a group of soldiers, Paul escaped death and wished to speak again. “Paul stood on the steps… when all was quiet he addressed them in Hebrew” (Acts 21:40): he explained his fidelity to Judaism, having been formed in the Jewish faith at the school of Gamaliel, and the disconcerting encounter he had on the way to Damascus which dominated and inspired his life. Later, in front of the Jews of Jerusalem, he added: “While I was praying in the temple, I fell into a trance and saw the Lord saying to me, ‘Hurry, leave Jerusalem at once, because they will not accept your testimony about me’” (Acts 22:17-18), and again: “I shall send you far away to the Gentiles” (Acts 22:21). These latter words caused another uprising among the crowd because that would mean, in effect, that the Covenant God made with the sons of Israel was opened to everybody.

TIME OF IMPRISONMENT AND TRIALS: JERUSALEM, CAESAREA AND ROME

Paul was led to the fortress of Jerusalem, for his first trial before the Sanhedrin; however he escaped flagellation since he was a Roman citizen.
He was transferred to Caesarea, after the discovery of a plot by Hebrew zealots to kill him. There he underwent his second trial before Felix, the procurator (years 57-59). Two years later he was tried for a third time before Felix’s successor Festus. His fourth trial was heard by King Agrippa II: "This man is doing nothing (at all) that deserves death or imprisonment” (Acts 26:31). “This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar" (Acts 26:32).

IN THE EYE OF THE STORM

Here is the most legendary story of the New Testament. From Caesarea to Rome, “sailing had become hazardous” (Acts 27:9) after the time of the Fast and now as winter approached. In effect, the ship was driven about from Crete to Malta for fifteen days. They lost their sense of direction because “Neither the sun nor the stars were visible” (Acts 27:20). Paul, the prisoner, was freer than the 276 members of the crew, the captain, the pilot, the centurion and the sailors, for he was accustomed to the sea and had been shipwrecked three times prior (cf. 2 Cor. 11:25) and, above all, he had a sense of security and confidence that came from God: “Not one of you will be lost, only the ship” (Acts 27:22). When everything seemed lost, he told his companions, “An angel of the God to whom (I) belong and whom I serve stood by me and said, 'Do not be afraid, Paul… God has granted safety to all who are sailing with you” (Acts 27:23-24).

MALTA

Everyone reached the island; some swam to shore, while others drifted there on planks or debris from the ship. This simple and idyllic leg of their journey - “The natives showed us extraordinary hospitality; they lit a fire and welcomed all of us” (Acts 28:2) - symbolizes how the Pagan world was welcoming the Gospel.  After the danger had passed, and after the shipwreck, Luke viewed this wonderful stop in Malta as the taste of the dawn of a resurrection. While Paul was placing a bundle of brushwood on the fire, a viper attached itself to his hand. He shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no harm…and the island’s inhabitants took him to be a God (cf. Acts 28:6). As well, Paul healed the father of the chief of the island, laying his hands on him, and on the crowd of sick who came to him. Finally, “They paid us great honor and when we eventually set sail they brought us the provisions we needed” (Acts 28:10). 

Vatican website

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

Ministry of Service

Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485

Emergency: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685, Jan Gallant (403)281-4327

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter (403)259-6684, Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902

Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday, 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161

C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook

Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403)281-9666

  

Outreach ministry

St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays, 7:30 PM

Inn From the Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163, Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883

Sandwiches for the Drop-in Centre – 1st Fridays

Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry

Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman

Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 

Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

  

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim
Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 

Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham

Children’s Sacraments (Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation) – Doreen Yochim

Pre-Marriage Preparation – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Marriage Team – Sponsor Couple Program; John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 

Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator

Adult Faith Enrichment – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Parish Mission Team – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky

Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

  

Liturgical Ministry

Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 

Sacristans – Yvette Hope (403)281-1578

Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586

MUSIC Coordinator – Parish Office (403)253-2251

    5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776

Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442

Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809

Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756

Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

 


Prayer Life

Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 1st Fridays, 10:00 AM – Noon

Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241, Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701

Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays, 1:30 PM; Marilyn (403)441-5671

Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















