SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

March 8, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$8,205.31

Weekly average, year to date
$7,936.14



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$3310.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$2945.31

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$2602.03 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:00 PM

Tuesday       Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Maureen B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM
  




Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM



John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



CWL Meeting: 7:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00AM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Maureen B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM             



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Liturgy Committee Meeting: 9:45 AM



Parish Pastoral Council Meeting: 1:00 PM



EVENING PRAYER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 7:00 PM



Led by T.E.A.M. members



YOUTH GROUP GATHERING: 7:00—9:00 PM



(At Southwood Community Centre)

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



ST. PATRICK’S DINNER & DANCE: 6:30 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



RCIA: 10:00 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #3 for March 14/15

Saturday 5:00 PM: Laurance Daignault, Jill Moroney, Linda Manwarren, Elsie Shepherd, Peggy Loescher (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Allan and Jilaine Boras, Bobi Varner, Kerry and Yvette Hope Anne McCluskey, Rita Whitney, James Sinnott (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Lorraine Carlson, Liz Herman, Noreen Hess, Patricia Smith, Michelle Luit, Anna Schultz, Claudette Nicolas (Spare)

ST. PATRICK’S DINNER & DANCE
Saturday, March 14
Refreshments: 6:30 PM

Dinner: 7:30 PM

Dancing until Midnight

Tickets: $20 each

For tickets, please call, Terry at (403) 255-8227

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

  

LENT, 2009
In Abraham’s day, it was common for pagan people to offer their 1st born as a sacrifice to the gods.  But the God of Abraham demonstrated that human sacrifice would never be required.  In your Lenten reflections this week, take time to remember Abraham.  God appeared to be calling Abraham to a certain task, but in reality, God was not calling him to that task at all.  What was required of Abraham was faithfulness and trust, as it is of each of us.  Maybe God has something completely different in mind for us than that which we want or thought we were called to do.  Let us take some time this week to reflect on the times when God has a ‘ram hidden in the bush’ and we fail to recognize the ‘ram’.  When has God called me to ‘let go’ of my tenacity in self-determining my call, and has ‘hidden close by’ a whole new direction for me?
Lent is marked by two themes, the baptismal and the penitential. By recalling or preparing for baptism and by repentance, this season disposes the faithful…to celebrate the paschal mystery. The baptismal and penitential aspects of Lent are to be given greater prominence in both the liturgy and liturgical catechesis. Hence, more use is to be made of the baptismal features proper to the Lenten liturgy. (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 109). In the Middle Ages, the Church had a practice of “burying the Alleluia” before Lent began in preparation for the Lenten fast from the “A” word. To this day, the Church still refrains from singing “Alleluia” during Lent and waits in anticipation of singing it again fully at Easter.

 

LENTEN STEWARDSHIP: WHERE IS MY HEART?  On last week’s bulletin, ‘hearts of mercy’ were attached.  Which ‘heart’ have you been asked to cultivate more deeply this Lent? Corporal Works of Mercy illustrate the ways to show charity toward others: Feed the hungry; Give drink to the thirsty; clothe the naked; Shelter the homeless; Visit the sick; Visit the imprisoned; bury the dead.   Keep your ‘heart’ on your fridge door, or on your table, or in your prayer corner so that daily you will be reminded to develop an attribute of the heart of God.

 

LENT & THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION:  The Elect are about to join the royal priesthood [through Baptism], and it is time to start getting them used to their royal status.  Our excitement, as faith family, at the prospect that we have new people who have decided to become part of our family, should be reflected in how we treat our Elect.  The Lenten season has been likened to an ‘engagement’ period.  We all anticipate the ‘wedding feast’ at Easter Vigil.  Let our Elect [Loretta & Michael] know how glad we are to be welcoming them into our fold; let’s give them an ‘engagement shower’: invite them & their spouses to dinner or out for coffee; share a book with them that you have found to be a blessing in your life; give them a card or letter that witnesses to how God has worked in your life; lend them an inspiring movie or music cd; give them a little gift [a flower, a poem, homemade cookies].  How do you welcome new people into your family?  Do the same for those coming into our parish family. Next weekend, we begin the scrutinies.  [readings begin on pp 91 of the Living with Christ]  Am I using this Lenten season to scrutinize my own life & behaviors as I endeavor to reshape myself to more closely reflect Jesus?  Am I a good example of ‘discipleship’ for our catechumens?

 

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Friday, March 13th…led by our T.E.A.M. members.  Come & spend an hour in communal prayer as we reflect on the mystery of God Incarnate.  Have your children experienced Evening Prayer & Stations of the Cross?  Let them experience this Catholic tradition.

 

LENTEN QUIZ:  Oh…there is going to be a great prize [maybe more than one, if Bogdan supplies the prize he hopes to win]!  Be sure to keep your quiz sheet handy, and answer each week’s questions.  Questions & answer sheets are also available on the website.  After Easter, some of the responses will be published on our website.

 

WEEK 2 QUESTIONS:


1.
What is your baptism ‘profile’? day/date/town/church/celebrant/godparents?

2.
Name 2 symbols that are central to the sacrament of Baptism, and what 
meaning the symbols contain.

 

CWL GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, March 10th at 7:00 PM

Please bring your rosary to recite the ‘Chaplet of Divine Mercy’. Fr. Bogdan will give us a talk on Reconciliation. Let’s wear green in honor of St. Patrick’s day (May the luck of the Irish be with you). All the ladies of the parish are welcome to attend.

AFTERNOON SCRIPTURE STUDY
Tuesdays, 1:00 PM in the parish hall
The Gospel of John: Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus…reflections/commentary by Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche.  Reflection on the text, video commentary, & sharing.  Books are available in the parish office.  Everyone is welcome.

 

YOUTH GROUP (FAITHFUL FELLOWSHIP)
Youth: Grades 7 - 9

Friday, March 13 - 9:00 - 10:00 PM

‘Jesus: The Lost Years’

Location: Rarrata Opera Theatre, 1315 – 7th Street SW

Cost: $15.00

Call Heather at (403) 271-3822 to reserve your tickets and for more information.  (If you need some help with the cost, let us know.)  Friends are always welcome!

 

WE ARE ADOPTING A HOMELESS FAMILY!  On Wednesday – February 18th, our parish hosted an information and planning meeting about how we are going to take part in the “Adopt A Family” initiative.  It was great to see 24 parishioners come to the meeting to sign up as volunteers to get this off the ground.  Once we are able to determine our volunteer strengths and gifts, the NeighbourLink program will match us up with a family that needs those gifts.  The goal is to be part of the successful move from homelessness to independence for our family.  As always, many hands make light work, so if you are interested in joining our merry gang please contact Stephanie Casar at scasar1@shaw.ca or 403-281-6660.  We’ll keep you posted on our progress!!

CARD PARTY
Ladies and Gentlemen, please join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:45—11:45 AM.  Come and play cribbage, euchre, bridge, rummy or any other card game you might enjoy.  For more information, please call Anita at  (403) 255-4645.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL COORDINATOR/S NEEDED
St. Peter’s Anglican Parish is needing 1/2/3 or 4 people to serve as St. Gerard’s reps on the planning committee of the ecumenical summer Children’s Vacation Bible School.  No experience necessary…qualifications needed: a love of children.  A meeting of coordinators is planned for mid-March.  If you could serve in this joyful ministry, please talk to Doreen, pastoral associate, for phone/email contacts.

 

CONFIRMATION OF ADULTS
Are you a baptized Catholic who has not been confirmed?  Would you like to be confirmed this spring?  We are going to have adult reflection/discussion sessions for those wanting to be confirmed.  Please contact Doreen, pastoral associate, in the parish office.  Session dates & times will be determined according to the availability of the participants.

 

Catholic Alert…..”If you ever want to get excited about being Catholic and learn a lot in the process, then you want to listen to Tim Staples. Tim has an incredible conversion story about how he went from Southern Baptist to Catholic and he is an absolute fireball of information about the faith.” Please join us at Holy Spirit Parish- March 19 & 20 at 7:30 pm, call 251-3381 for ticket details.
YEAR OF ST. PAUL

ROME
Thereafter, they sailed to Syracuse, Rhegium and Puteoli. Paul had the great joy of being welcomed by some brothers – who had traveled 50 kilometers on foot to see him -, because the Apostle was not unknown: three years before, they had received his great Letter to the Romans. In Rome, he found a community of Christians, whose origin is silently passed over in the Acts of the Apostles, and whom Luke described as quite large and renowned for its faith and works. Undoubtedly, Hebrew merchants brought Christianity here very early on, but it remained isolated near some synagogues. At the time of Emperor Claudius’ death, there were about 50,000 Jews from very different regions, spread throughout the large agglomeration in various synagogues. Paul, thus, reached Rome in the year 61 to undergo judgment. After two years of living in a guarded residence, in the heart of the city close to the Tiber (the present Jewish neighborhood), during which time Paul evangelized and wrote, the case against him dissolved for lack of accusers. But in 64, after the fire occurred in Rome, Nero accused the Christians of being responsible for it. Therefore Paul was arrested, bound in chains in the Mamertine Prison and condemned to beheading, which took place outside the Aurelian Walls, along the Ostiense Way, most likely between the years 65 and 67. 


First Journey

From Antioch to Cyprus and to the south of Anatoly (Perge, Antioch of Psidia, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe), Paul and Barnabas preached with ardor in the synagogues the Good News of the Resurrection and salvation in Jesus, establishing some communities there. When the Jews distanced themselves from him, Paul then turned his preaching towards the Gentiles. 

 

Second Journey

Paul’s first objective was to go with Silas to meet the communities he created in Southern Anatoly (in Lystra he met Timothy, who accompanied them during their journey). They continued their travels towards the northwest, up to the Dardanelles, to Troas, from where they departed for Greece; Paul established the Churches in Philippi, Thessalonica, Beroea, Athens and Corinth. Afterwards he went back to Antioch, his main base, passing through Ephesus and Caesarea. In Antioch, for the very first time the believers were called “Christians”. 

 

Third Journey

This journey can be considered one of strengthening. Paul revisited the Churches he created in Anatoly and Greece, together with Timothy and Titus. He sailed again to Tyre, Caesarea and Jerusalem, where he was arrested. 

 

The Journey in Captivity

His voyage to Rome as a prisoner was not a missionary journey; nevertheless his activity as an evangelizer did not cease to continue.

 

THE OPENING OF THE COVENANT TO ALL MANKIND

Paul’s first gesture in the capital city of the Empire and also his last words, documented in the Acts of the Apostles, were aimed at launching – once more – an appeal to the Jews. He did so in the same manner as in his earlier Letter to the Romans: “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel. It is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: for Jew first, and then Greek” (Rom. 1:16). In this way, at the conclusion of his mission, the man whom the Lord had chosen as Apostle to the Nations did not want to forget even the “least brothers of mine” (Mt. 25:40), “for it is on account of the hope of Israel that I wear these chains” (Acts 28:20). He launched his final and vibrant appeal to the “conversion” of his people, to the radical change of life he had come to know. In Christ, God’s Covenant is now open to all people. His final words did not mean the end of Paul, for on the contrary, Christianity and the Good News spread to all the ends of the earth due to his great witness to the Risen One, in whose image Paul became a “Light of the Nations” (Is. 49:6; Acts 13:47).

Vatican website

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

Ministry of Service

Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485

Emergency: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685, Jan Gallant (403)281-4327

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Rosemarie Walter (403)259-6684, Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902

Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday, 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161

C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook

Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403)281-9666

  

Outreach ministry

St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays, 7:30 PM

Inn From the Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163, Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883

Sandwiches for the Drop-in Centre – 1st Fridays

Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry

Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman

Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 

Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

  

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim
Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 

Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham

Children’s Sacraments (Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation) – Doreen Yochim

Pre-Marriage Preparation – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Marriage Team – Sponsor Couple Program; John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 

Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator

Adult Faith Enrichment – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Parish Mission Team – Parish Office (403)253-2251
Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky

Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

  

Liturgical Ministry

Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 

Sacristans – Yvette Hope (403)281-1578

Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586

MUSIC Coordinator – Parish Office (403)253-2251

    5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776

Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442

Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809

Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756

Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

 


Prayer Life

Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 1st Fridays, 10:00 AM – Noon

Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241, Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701

Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays, 1:30 PM; Marilyn (403)441-5671

Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















