THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

March 15, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$7,571.23

Weekly average, year to date

$7,899.65



Weekly target to meet budget

$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$4081.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$3239.08

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$2602.03 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday

No Mass




INN FROM THE COLD

Tuesday            
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.)




Mass: 9:00 AM
  





Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM




John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM




Book Club: 7:30 PM




Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday

Mass: 9:00AM




Bishop Grandin High School Masses: 11:00 AM & 1:00 PM




Christian Yoga: 12:30—1:20 PM

   
Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM




St. Vincent De Paul Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday

Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.)




Mass: 9:00 AM             




Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday


Mass: 9:00 AM




EVENING PRAYER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 7:00 PM




Led by the Catholic Women’s League

Saturday

Reconciliation: 4:00 PM




Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday

Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 




Coffee after both Masses




RCIA: 9:00 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #4 for March 21/22

Saturday 5:00 PM: Shannon McAvoy, Catherine Dilan, Jill Moroney, Ernie Shaw, Lorna Stinn, Laurence Daignault (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Kerry and Yvette Hope, James Sinnott, John Skelton, Penny and Riley Wight, Erika David (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Carroll Zacher, Anita Durand, Ken Moen, Agnes Bedard, Jo-Ann Mulligan, Claudette and Wayne Nicolas (Spare)

The 2009 Annual Bishop’s Appeal will be commencing in all parishes of the Diocese beginning on Sunday, March 1, 2009. While the campaign will end formally on April 5, 2009, donations for this year’s campaign will be received up to and including January 18, 2010. The principal theme selected by Bishop Henry for this year’s appeal is: “Do things out of love.” “Above all preserve an intense love for each other, since love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8) 
 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

 

LENT, 2009
3RD SUNDAY OF LENT: 1ST SCRUTINY…The scrutinies are for the elect, not for the baptized, for we believe that baptism matters. That is, when one is baptized, one is freed from the power of sin. Those who have not yet entered the waters of the font are still vulnerable; they have not yet been clothed with Christ; they have not yet been reborn as new creations. The purpose of each of the scrutinies is “to uncover, then heal, all that is weak, defective, or sinful in the hearts of the elect” and “to bring out, then strengthen, all that is upright, strong, and good” (RCIA, 141). The true pastoral sense of this two-fold act of uncovering and strengthening is emphasized in the next sentence of 141: “For the scrutinies are celebrated in order to deliver the elect from the power of sin, to protect them against temptation, and to give them strength in Christ….” At its core, the scrutinies are not about the sinfulness of the elect but about the overwhelming grace of God in Christ.  The scrutinies should also serve as a reminder to the baptized that we are stronger than the temptations of the world because we are ‘clothed in Christ’.

On the 3rd, 4th, & 5th Sundays of Lent, we hear the readings from cycle A [from John’s gospel].  These readings have a special meaning for the Elect who have been preparing for many months for initiation into Christ.  In the story of the woman at the well, the Samaritan woman hears Jesus, then goes and tells the villagers what she has heard, causing them to seek him out for themselves. The reading ends with the villagers saying to the woman, “We no longer believe because of your word; for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the savior of the world” (John 4:42). Was this not the starting point of every elect? They heard a word, a word that they discovered over time to be Christ. Upon discovering who was speaking to them, they no longer believed because of hearsay, obligation, or pressure, but because they heard Christ’s voice for themselves.
 

Can you help?  The Easter Vigil is coming—that most amazing liturgical celebration at the center of our faith that Christ has died, Christ is risen, and Christ will come again. We, as a parish family, have been working, praying, planning, and collaborating on behalf of our catechumens and candidates.  We want the greatest feast of our liturgical year, EASTER VIGIL, to speak powerfully of the very mysteries we celebrate.  Easter Vigil is also a time to party – it is our core feast day, and we are welcoming the newly baptized into our family.  If the Elect and the parish have really been fasting for the days of Good Friday and Holy Saturday, it is now time to throw a banquet! Sure, it’s late and everyone is tired. But it’s only once a year. More importantly, it is once in a lifetime for the Elect. Make it night to remember forever.  We are in need of people to organize the festivities following the Easter Vigil.  Are you a good ‘party planner’?  Maybe this is the ‘ministry’ for you…very time-specific and lots of fun.  Talk with Doreen in the parish office if you would be interested in coordinating/helping out.

 

LENTEN QUIZ CHALLENGE:  Reflect on this special season in our church year.  Use the questions to deepen your reflection.

WEEK 3 QUESTIONS:
1.
What word do we NOT say or sing during Lent?  Why?
2.
Why does all the assembly stand and sing until everyone has received Eucharist?
 

LENTEN STEWARDSHIP – WHERE IS MY HEART?  What did your little Lenten ‘heart’ ask you to do this Lent?  Where/how might you fulfill that call?  Volunteer to be part of the Ending Homelessness ministry; volunteer to assist the St. Vincent de Paul Society; visit and take Eucharist to our members who are in hospital or ill/shut-in at home; volunteer to do Coffee ministry following one of the weekend masses [including Saturdays]; join one of our Prayer Groups and/or the Prayer Tree; make sandwiches for the homeless shelters [1st Friday ministry]; invite a widow/widower to your home for supper; share some inspirational reading materials with a prison facility.

 

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Friday, March 13th…led by the Catholic Women’s League.  As daylight begins to fade, the Christian community is invited to come together to praise and thank God for the gifts of the day.  The Church offers its evening sacrifice of prayer in union with Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, and prays for the needs of the world.

 

AFTERNOON SCRIPTURE STUDY
Tuesdays, 1:00 PM in the parish hall. 

The Gospel of John: Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus…reflections/commentary by Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche.  Reflection on the text, video commentary, & sharing.  Books are available in the parish office.  Everyone is welcome.

CARD PARTY
Ladies and Gentlemen, please join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:45—11:45 AM.  Come and play cribbage, euchre, bridge, rummy or any other card game you might enjoy.  For more information, please call Anita at (403) 255-4645.

 

And very, very early on the sixth morning . . . God created dinosaurs!  

Join Faithful Friends on 

Sunday, April 5 from 2:30 PM until 4:00 PM 

Come and explore our very FRIENDLY dinosaur world.  

We’ll be learning about creation, fossils and volcanoes; we’ll be snacking like brontosauruses; we’ll be creating our own prehistoric world of dinosaurs; we’ll be singing like there is no one on earth to hear us.  Faithful Friends is a free, drop in group for 3 - 8 year olds.  No registration required.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL COORDINATOR/S NEEDED
St. Peter’s Anglican Parish is needing 1/2/3 or 4 people to serve as St. Gerard’s reps on the planning committee of the ecumenical summer Children’s Vacation Bible School.  No experience necessary…qualifications needed: a love of children.  A meeting of coordinators is planned for mid-March.  If you could serve in this joyful ministry, please talk to Doreen, pastoral associate, for phone/email contacts.

 

CONFIRMATION OF ADULTS
Are you a baptized Catholic who has not been confirmed?  Would you like to be confirmed this spring?  We are going to have adult reflection/discussion sessions for those wanting to be confirmed.  Please contact Doreen, pastoral associate, in the parish office.  Session dates & times will be determined according to the availability of the participants.

 

Weekend Retreat - Living Stones ... A retreat for the not so well rounded
March 20 - 22, 2009  FCJ CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
Cost: $250 Live-in; $175 commute Retreat facilitator: Fr. Paul Smith

Personal experience has taught me that most of us aren’t all that well-rounded. We all have our own ‘peculiarities’, ‘edges’ and ‘oddities’ …  I believe our personal oddities call us into Church! It is a radical call because it is an invitation for us to become interdependent rather than self-sufficient. We need to be fed, blessed, forgiven, encouraged, anointed and loved in Christ every moment of our lives. This is what makes the Gospel radical for our times. Our Culture tells us to be self-sufficient and to be low maintenance types, but in truth, none of us are!  As we Retreat together, we’ll ponder, pray, ritualize and share our Call to become Living Stones within the vital Community we call Church.

Fr. Paul Smith, ofm is a Franciscan Friar of Western Canada. He studied at St. F.X.U. and at Newman Theological College. He has pastoral experience in Prison Ministry, Spiritual Direction, Retreat Work, Addictions, First Nation Ministry and Inter-Faith Ministry. Currently Fr. Paul is pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish in Vancouver and Chaplain at the Musqueam First Nation.
 

A Reflection on St. Francis of Assisi's Call
Go and Renew my House which is Falling in Ruin
April 21, 2009
1 - 3:00 pm
Cost: $20
For more information, click here.
With Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM, New Mexico
*Registration is necessary by calling Mt. St. Francis Centre at (403) 932-2012.
 
YEAR OF ST. PAUL

Paul Valued the Ministry of Women

By Catherine Upchurch, Director of Little Rock Scripture Study

Would you be surprised to discover that Paul worked closely with women throughout his ministry as an apostle of Jesus Christ? If so, you’re not alone.

Many Christians are most familiar with a few passages in Paul’s letters that seem to denigrate women, keeping them in their place, and even silencing them. Perhaps we need to give these passages a fresh hearing, with special attention given to the original context.

In Paul’s first letter to Corinth, he writes about the worshipping assembly, emphasizing the appropriate attitudes and roles. In one particular passage he speaks of the need for women to cover their heads so as not to bring shame when praying or prophesying (1 Corinthians 11:3-16). He further speaks about males being the image and glory of God, while women are the glory of men. What could this have meant?

Modern readers must first remember that for several centuries the Church gathered in homes to pray and celebrate the Lord’s Supper. In public settings of the day, women were required to cover their hair, but in their own homes this may not have been necessary. When the home is used for a public gathering, existing social norms and etiquette would have to be reexamined. Perhaps in Corinth, there was confusion in this mix of public and personal space.

Secondly, Paul’s advice regarding headdress occurs in the middle of an explanation of the commonly accepted design of creation. God is the head of creation, with Jesus next in line, and then men, and finally women. While we might find this description of order disorienting or insulting, it would be unfair to expect 21st-century ideals to appear in a first-century text.

Nevertheless, even the modern reader will find a surprising note of equality in verse 11: “Woman is not independent of man or man of woman in the Lord.” The tone of the entire passage is to remind both men and women that they are subservient to the God of all creation, and that their glory is found in the way they submit to the lordship of Jesus.

Furthermore, the passage in chapter 11 assumes that women are praying and prophesying. Here Paul does not limit what women can or cannot do in worship. Later in that same letter (1 Corinthians 14:34-36), however, we read “women are to keep silent in the churches for they are not allowed to speak ... if they want to learn anything; they should ask their husbands at home.”

Here we come face to face with two realities: ancient cultural expectations about married women and women in general (history and anthropology demonstrate that women had limited status), as well as the particular circumstances Paul might have been responding to in Corinth.

Ancient Corinth was an economically vibrant city that served as a land and sea route connecting Europe to Asia. Its multicultural population could dip from the well of a number of religious influences; there are remains of temples to Aphrodite, Athena and Apollo to name a few, as well as evidence of an active Jewish population.

In addition, various philosophical systems would have been attractive. In such an environment, Paul was concerned that Christians remain united and strong in their faith. Whatever situation he might have heard of from leaders there caused him enough concern to respond.

Some biblical scholars point out that the first two verses could be read as the “complaint” given in the words of local leaders who condemn the input of women. If so, verse 36 would be Paul’s response: “Did the word of God go forth from you [men]? Or has it come to you alone?” Since we know from this same letter that women were free to prophesy in church, it would not make sense for Paul to command their silence. The implication is that Paul could be stretching the believers to think beyond their own conventional wisdom.

Paul did not develop a full theology about women. Instead his words are a product of his pastoral care for various communities. When writing the church in Galatia about baptism, he emphasized that in Christ, distinctions between people are no longer significant: neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave nor free, neither male nor female (Galatians 3:27-28).

Most importantly, perhaps, for all that Paul’s words might do to maintain gender restrictions; his actions demonstrated a collegiality with women. Phoebe, the deacon at Cenchreae (Romans 16:1), leaders of house churches such as Prisca and Aquila in Rome (Romans 16:3; Acts 18:2; 1 Corinthians 16:19), Nympha (Colossians 4:15), Lydia (Acts 16:11-15) -- these women were co-workers, whose leadership and experiences no doubt helped to shape the early Church and the great apostle Paul.

Vatican website

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st/3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163 Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator (403)281-1578


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















