FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

March 22, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$9,181.41

Weekly average, year to date
$8,016.17



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$4189.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$3835.08

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$6179.29 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)



Mass: 9:00 AM
  




Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM



John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00AM



Knights of Columbus Exec Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



The Prodigal Son - Discussion Group: 9:45 AM                        



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM



EVENING PRAYER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 7:00 PM



Led by the Youth Group and families

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



RCIA: 10:00 AM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #5 for March 28/29

Saturday 5:00 PM: Margaret Baker, Irene Castellino, Laurence Daignault, Ernie Shaw, Elsie Shepherd, Vern Smith, Rosemarie Walter (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Rosemary Fennell, Sheila Padley, James Sinnott, John Skelton, Rita Whitney, Theresa Odegnal (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Lorna Delaney, Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Norman and Wilma Hagel, Elly Jarvis, Anita Durand (Spare)

ANNUAL BISHOP APPEAL
Through your gifts to ABA, Catholic Charities is able to support this program:
DISCOVERY HOUSE

Discovery House provides safe and protective environment housing to women/children fleeing from abusive and often violent family relationships.  A client offers her story…  “Coming to Discovery House was the beginning of a scary but healing journey.  Discovery House has supported my three children and myself and kept us safe.  It also has given us the tools to move on to an independent, healthier life, and to break the cycle of violence.  I feel empowered from the choices I have made.  I recognize the patterns of abuse and I know how to protect myself from violence coming into my life.  I am proud to say that I have stopped the silence and broken the cycle of violence. For more information, please call, (403) 670-0467.

 

LENT, 2009
4TH SUNDAY OF LENT: 2ND SCRUTINY…The readings from liturgical cycle A must always be proclaimed whenever we celebrate the Scrutinies. Why are the readings for the Scrutinies so important for those who are preparing for initiation? Why are they so important for us who are already baptized? Because these readings teach us about our baptismal promises. The story of the Samaritan woman at the well {1st scrutiny, last week} is about the woman fulfilling her role in proclaiming the Gospel.  She reminds us that our baptism commits us to a life of evangelization as disciples of Christ. In the first reading today, God told Samuel that God doesn’t see as humans see. We only see part of the person, what’s on the outside of a person. But God sees deeper, into the heart of that person. God sees the fullness of that person’s potential. God sees that person’s intricate and detailed beauty. Today’s Gospel reminds us that we are committed to a life that reveals God’s vision, that we are committed to a life of constant conversion. Conversion means that we are sincere about asking God to “open our eyes,” to see as God sees, and that we are willing to change the way we live our lives so that our lives reflect God’s point to view, and not ours!  Jesus tells the blind man “you have seen the Son of Man, you have seen the Christ; the one speaking with you is he.” What if each of us could put on some glasses—“God glasses”—that allow us to see that intricate and detailed beauty of each person? Imagine how differently we would act if we remembered Jesus’ words: “you have seen Christ; he is speaking with you now”. How differently we would act if, each time we encountered our co-workers, we saw Christ. How differently we would treat our parents, our children, our spouse, and our classmates, our friends, our enemies. How differently we would treat the people who sit around us in church, the people we see here every week but to whom we never talk; the people who don’t speak our language; the people who don’t look, act, or think the way we do. How differently we would treat the beggar, the homeless, the people we label as failure, as sinner; the people we label as conservative, liberal, gay, straight, too old, too young, too dark, too light, too smart, too dumb, too much of something that doesn’t fit our point of view.  How differently we would treat the people of different Christian traditions, and the people of different faiths, or of no faith.  Imagine if each time we encounter each other, each time we speak with one another, we “see” Christ, we “hear” Jesus. How different our world would be!  Might this be God’s dream for our world?

LENT & RCIA…In three weeks our Elect will be immersed in the waters of Baptism. They will be clothed in white and given the light of the Easter Candle. They will be anointed with oil as priest, prophet and king in Christ. And they will stand with us at the Table to give thanks and break bread and drink wine, becoming with us what they eat, the Body and Blood of Christ.  We pray that God’s light may heal the dark places of their lives and strengthen each of them. Their baptism will change them. It will change their identity. It will change the way they “see” the world, and thus, it will change the way they act within the world. For this is the duty of the baptized: to be imitators of Christ and to see as God sees.  We, the faithful, stand with Loretta & Michael, not to judge them, not to test them, nor to evaluate them. We stand with them to give them the courage and strength that they will need to face those dark places. We will ask God to help them see those moments of failure and weakness as God sees them—not as reasons to condemn people, but as opportunities to love people with an even greater love. Seeing our Elect as God sees them, we give thanks, for they are a sign to us that God is still making all things new. When we see as God sees, all we can do is stand and praise God for showing us a glimpse of heaven.

LENTEN QUIZ:  WEEK 4
1. Count the days between Ash Wednesday and Holy Thursday.  Why is the ’40 day’s designation given to the season of Lent?

2. What does the purple cloth draped from floor to the cross [at the front of the church] symbolize to you?

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Friday, March 27th…led by our Youth Group & their families.  Come and join with our youth as we praise and thank God for the gifts of our day.  We pray in union with Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, for our own needs, for the needs of our community, and for the needs of our world.

LENTEN CHALLENGE OF THE ‘HEART’…have I followed the admonition of my Lenten heart: Have I fed the hungry?  Have I given drink to the thirsty?  Have I clothed the naked?  Have I provided shelter for the homeless?  Have I visited the sick?  Have I ministered to the imprisoned?  Have I comforted the afflicted?  Have I shared stories of my belief & trust in God?  Have I borne wrongs patiently?  Have I forgiven offences willingly?  Have I prayed for others? 

 

LENTEN PENITENTIAL SERVICES

All below begin at 7:30 PM
Monday, March 23 – St. Patrick’s

Tuesday, March 24 – St. Bonaventure

Wednesday, March 25 – Holy Spirit
Tuesday, March 31- St. Gerard’s

Wednesday, April 1 - St. Anthony’s

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
The Renovo Committee would like to thank everyone who worked so hard, donated so generously and supported our St. Patrick’s Dinner & Dance. We especially would like to thank all those who cooked, set up, served, and cleaned up. It was a great success, raising $2,730.14, for RENOVO and we sincerely thank you all.

AFTERNOON SCRIPTURE STUDY
Tuesdays, 1:00 PM in the parish hall

The Gospel of John: Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus…reflections/commentary by Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche.  Reflection on the text, video commentary, & sharing.  Books are available in the parish office.  Everyone is welcome.

 

And very, very early on the sixth morning . . . God created dinosaurs!  

Join Faithful Friends on 

Sunday, April 5 from 2:30 PM until 4:00 PM 

Explore our very FRIENDLY dinosaur world.  

We’ll be learning about creation, fossils and volcanoes; we’ll be snacking like brontosauruses; we’ll be creating our own prehistoric world of dinosaurs; we’ll be singing like there is no one on earth to hear us.  Faithful Friends is a free, drop in group for 3 - 8 year olds.  No registration required.

I wish to express my gratitude to our dear St. Gerard’s parishioners for your compassionate and generous offering of prayers on my behalf over the past year.  My lung cancer surgery was successful.  May God bless each of you.

Sincerely:

Rosa Shaw

 

PRODIGAL SON DISCUSSION GROUP
Thursday, March 26th; 9:45 AM in the parish hall.  We will consider the Elder Brother of this parable.  What was his relationship with his father? With his brother? When am I most like the Elder brother?

 

CHALICE
Would you like to change a child’s impoverished life?  ‘Chalice’ is a Catholic Sponsorship Programme.  To find out about this wonderful ministry, go to www.chalice.ca or phone 1-866-311-6874, or write to P.O. Box 2099, 68 Main St., Springhill, Nova Scotia, B0M 1X0

 

WE ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL COORDINATOR/S
St. Peter’s Anglican Parish is needing 1/2/3 or 4 people to serve as St. Gerard’s reps on the planning committee of the ecumenical summer Children’s Vacation Bible School.  No experience necessary…qualifications needed: a love of children.  A meeting of coordinators is planned for mid-March.  If you could serve in this joyful ministry, please talk to Doreen, pastoral associate, for phone/email contacts.

 

CONFIRMATION OF ADULTS
Are you a baptized Catholic who has not been confirmed?  Would you like to be confirmed this spring?  We are going to have adult reflection/discussion sessions for those wanting to be confirmed.  Please contact Doreen, pastoral associate, in the parish office.  Session dates & times will be determined according to the availability of the participants.

 

The Knights of Columbus are having their annual Spring Garage Sale on the week-end of April 25 and 26.  Stay tuned for further details on drop off dates and times.

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

YEAR OF ST. PAUL

Paul: Treat Body of Christ with Respect

By Clifford M. Yeary, Associate Director, Little Rock Scripture Study

It seems almost cruel to say that among all the addressees of Paul’s letters, the Corinthians take the lead by bad example. But the conclusion is hard to avoid. 

Paul “yells” at the Galatians for allowing male converts to be circumcised (Galatians 3:1), and the Thessalonians may have been a bit lazy (2 Thessalonians 3:10), but the Corinthians allow incest, avail themselves of temple prostitutes and even get drunk in their attempts to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  And yet we owe a tremendous thanks to these ancient people, who, for all they lacked in discipline, seemed to make up in enthusiasm. Because they got so much wrong we have the benefit of hearing Paul set them straight.

Because they bungled their Eucharistic celebrations, we have the benefit of witnessing the handing on of apostolic tradition in this, the most sacred of matters for a Catholic. In his recounting of the Last Supper to the Corinthians, Paul not only teaches us about the Eucharist, he affirms for us the importance of Tradition in handing on the faith.

What Paul tells them, in First Corinthians 11, is preserved for us as the earliest known written account of the Last Supper. Penned sometime in the early 50s of our era, it predates any account of the Last Supper in our Gospels.  Because of what he tells them, we are even more confident that when we celebrate Eucharist we are doing so in the tradition handed on by the Apostles. But Paul’s teaching about the Eucharist ought to remind us of another vital aspect of the Eucharist and the body of Christ.  Paul harshly criticizes their celebrations of the Lord’s Supper for things we might find both shocking and hard to imagine. If anything, they resembled a boozy parish potluck dinner and were nothing like even one of our most folksy “guitar” Masses.

The Corinthians would apparently gather together in one of the largest family homes available to them and eat a communal meal that was climaxed by the breaking of bread and the serving of a cup of wine that they offered as the Body and Blood of the Lord.  Paul tells the Corinthians that he cannot consider their celebrations a true attempt to eat the Lord’s Supper — but not quite for the reasons we might think. 
As strange as it might seem to celebrate Eucharist in the context of a potluck supper, theologians tell us that this was probably the normal way of celebrating Eucharist in the early days of the Church.
The Last Supper, after all, was a supper, and the bread and wine that Jesus identified as his body and blood were chosen from within the context of a larger meal.

It is the way in which they selfishly indulge in the larger meal that so disturbs Paul. When he warns the Corinthians that they fail to discern the body of the Lord, it is not because they fail to distinguish between the regular bread of their feast and the bread that has been transformed in the Eucharist.

The Corinthians know the tradition that Paul has handed on to them. The Corinthians have failed to discern the body of Christ because they ignore an essential Eucharistic reality: “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes” (11:26). 

Christ gave up his body to death for the poorest among them and when they gather to eat and drink they let the poorest among them go hungry!

Today, theologians often distinguish between distinct encounters with the real presence of Christ during the celebration of Eucharist: Christ is truly present in the proclaimed word, and he is truly present to us in the person of the presiding priest. Christ is present in a most special way under the signs of bread and wine. Finally, we, too, are a true presence of Christ to one another when we gather together in his name (see Matthew 18:20).

Paul’s theology was less exacting. He was able to easily shift from considering the assembly of the baptized as the body of Christ and the bread of the Eucharist as the body of Christ because he saw both clearly as one and the same body of Christ.  The lesson to both the Corinthians and us is this: the way in which the community gathers together reveals whether it recognizes itself as a gathering of God’s people. Do the wealthy get preferred seating? Do the notables get more attention than those of more anonymous appearance?

How well the community communicates its esteem for each other is of vital importance to truly celebrating the Eucharist. 

Vatican website

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st/3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163 Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator (403)281-1578


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















