FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

March 29, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$5,778.62

Weekly average, year to date
$7,829.71



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$5075.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$4114.40

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$6179.29 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
FUNERAL MASS for Joyce Skene: 1:00 PM



Stewardship Committee Meeting: 7:30 PM


Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM ()



Mass: 9:00 AM
  




Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM



John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



PENITENTICAL SERVICE: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00AM



Christian Yoga: 12:30—1:20 PM

   
Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Knights of Columbus Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM ()



Mass: 9:00 AM



St. Gerard’s School Retreat: 9:30 AM—Noon                        



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 10:00 AM until Noon.
Sandwiches will be collected for the downtown street ministries.



Coffee and Muffin Social following Mass.  



EVENING PRAYER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 7:00 PM



led by Emily/Evelyn/Sophie

Saturday
1st Reconciliation Retreat & Sacrament: 10:00 AM—Noon 



Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



PASSION SUNDAY Mass: 5:00 PM 

Sunday
PASSION SUNDAY Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



RCIA: 10:00 AM



FAITHFUL FRIENDS: 2:30—4:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Team #1 for April 4/5

Saturday 5:00 PM: Doug and Karen Grabham, Yvette Nogue, Margaret Steel, Margaret Baker, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay (Spare)

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey, Sheila Padley, George Palardy, Carl St. Laurent (Spare)

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Noreen Hess, Elly Jarvis, Elizabeth Gray, Fe Cardino (Spare)

And very, very early on the sixth morning . . . God created dinosaurs!  

Join Faithful Friends on 

Sunday, April 5 from 2:30 PM until 4:00 PM 

and explore our very FRIENDLY dinosaur world.  

We’ll be learning about creation, fossils and volcanoes; we’ll be snacking like brontosauruses; we’ll be creating our own prehistoric world of dinosaurs;  we’ll be singing like there is no one on earth to hear us.  Faithful Friends is a free, drop in group for 3 - 8 year olds.  No registration required.

 

LENT, 2009
5th Sunday of Lent: 3rd Scrutiny: In the story of the raising of Lazarus, we come to the final days before the Elect must stand before the font and profess their faith. In this reading, the miracle happens at the end of the story, but faith is already expressed long before the miracle takes place. Martha makes her profession of faith in Jesus the Messiah even as her brother is lying dead in the tomb. She needed no words and no miraculous deeds to believe in him; she only needed to believe. Period.

In this final story, we see what those who have been entrusted to continue Jesus’ work have hopefully been doing in order to prepare the Elect to make their profession of faith. They have been preparing them, like Jesus prepared Martha and Mary, to understand the paschal mystery they would witness in the resurrection—that out of death comes new life in Christ. Only after Lazarus is revived and Jesus is raised from the dead will Martha truly understand the words of faith she professed. It is her belief in and love for Jesus that allow her to be ready for whatever he will do despite her human logic that death is death, for “Martha believes not in what she understands but in the one who has the words of eternal life” (Sandra Schneiders, Written That You May Believe, Crossroad Publishing Company, p. 158).

 

Lent & RCIA:  The Gospels assigned to the scrutinies are there to ask the elect:  Could he possibly be the Messiah?   Do you believe in the Son of Man?   Do you believe this?
 

The things that keep the Elect from saying “yes!” are the things that must be scrutinized and exorcized, for in a few short weeks, they must respond “yes, I believe” as they stand at the edge of death at the font. The place where the Elect learn to answer “yes!” is in the parish community. The assignment and order of the scrutiny Gospels from John reflect the community’s progressive and communal catechesis for the elect in order that they may hear and believe (Samaritan woman), see and believe (man born blind), and finally, believe without proof (Martha and Lazarus).

 

2 weeks remaining in the liturgical season of Lent!  On April 11th, our faith community will be celebrating the greatest feast of our year: EASTER VIGIL.  Plan to be there, encouraging & supporting our Elect as they are initiated into our community.  We are in need of some enthusiastic ‘party planners’ to coordinate the celebration following the Easter Vigil.  Call the office [253-2251] to volunteer!
 

Lenten Evening Prayer & Stations of the Cross:  the last one!  Led by Emily / Evelyn / Sophie.  We gather as community to end our day in praise & thanksgiving to God for the gift of Jesus.

 

Lenten Hearts: wear your ‘heart’ to mass on Palm Sunday.

 

Lenten Quiz WEEK 5:  

1.  What are the sacraments of initiation?    

2.  What is the Triduum?
 

LENTEN PENITENTIAL SERVICES

All below begin at 7:30 PM
Tuesday, March 31- St. Gerard’s

Wednesday, April 1 - St. Anthony’s

 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER TRIDUUM MASSES
Chrism Mass: 7:30 PM at St. Mary’s Cathedral

Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7:30 PM

GOOD FRIDAY Service: 3:00 PM

Saturday, Easter Vigil: 8:00 PM

Easter Sunday Masses: 9:00 & 11:00 AM

 

RECONCILIATION SERVICE
St. Gerard’s Parish; Tuesday, March 31st; 7:30 PM
There will be no Reconciliation over the Triduum [Holy Thursday – Easter Sunday], so take this opportunity to celebrate the sacrament in our parish.  The service will begin with a Lenten reflection which will lead us into the reconciliation with a priest.

1ST RECONCILIATION RETREAT & CELEBRATION OF SACRAMENT
Saturday, April 4th; 10:00 AM in the parish hall
1 parent should be present with their child for the retreat & the celebration of the sacrament.  If you are able to help in any way, or if you have questions, please contact Mrs. Margie Gallagher/McKay at 403-697-5390.

 

The LITURGIGAL MINISTRIES OF LECTORS AND  EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Both of these ministries are in the process of being restructured and have new coordinators.  Mr. Chris Simard is the coordinator of the Lectors; Mrs. Noreen Hess is the coordinator of the Eucharistic Ministers.  Each of these ministries is in need of more volunteers.
Our Stewardship direction for the parish is to encourage as many of our parishioners as possible to be involved in some aspect of ministry.  The aim is not to get the current volunteers to volunteer for more ministries or more times, but rather, to get those who may not yet be serving in a ministry to become part of a ministry.
There is a place/a role for everyone in this parish family.  What is your role?  Will you consider becoming a lector or a Eucharistic minister?  Training is provided; the time commitment is approximately once/month.  Please think and pray about this need and how/where God may be inviting you to respond.
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy: [The] full and active participation by all the people is the aim to be considered before all else.  For it is the primary and indispensable source from which the faithful are to derive the true Christian spirit.

 

Reading John’s Gospel from the perspective of Jean Vanier
Each Tuesday afternoon [1:00 PM], a small scripture study group meets in the parish hall to explore John’s Gospel.  We use the text: Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus through the Gospel of John, and have a video component of reflections from Jean Vanier [founder of L’Arche and co-founder of Faith & Light].  Everyone is welcome to join us on a drop-in basis or as regular participants.  Texts are available in the office.  Jean Vanier’s endeavor in this study is to encourage people to sing a song of hope and to bring joy where there is sadness and despair.
 

CHALICE
Would you like to change a child’s impoverished life?  ‘Chalice’ is a Catholic Sponsorship Programme.  To find out about this wonderful ministry, go to www.chalice.ca or phone 1-866-311-6874, or write to P.O. Box 2099, 68 Main St., Springhill, Nova Scotia, B0M 1X0

 

WE ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL COORDINATOR/S
St. Peter’s Anglican Parish is needing 1/2/3 or 4 people to serve as St. Gerard’s reps on the planning committee of the ecumenical summer Children’s Vacation Bible School.  No experience necessary…qualifications needed: a love of children.  A meeting of coordinators is planned for mid-March.  If you could serve in this joyful ministry, please talk to Doreen, pastoral associate, for phone/email contacts.

 

CONFIRMATION OF ADULTS
Are you a baptized Catholic who has not been confirmed?  Would you like to be confirmed this spring?  We are going to have adult reflection/discussion sessions for those wanting to be confirmed.  Please contact Doreen, pastoral associate, in the parish office.  Session dates & times will be determined according to the availability of the participants.

 

The Knights of Columbus are having their annual Spring Garage Sale on the week-end of April 25 and 26.  Stay tuned for further details on drop off dates and times.

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.

YEAR OF ST. PAUL

Paul's Images Help Shape the Church

By Catherine Upchurch, Director of Little Rock Scripture Study

When Jesus began his ministry he proclaimed “the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1:15). When Paul began his ministry he preached Jesus Christ, the embodiment of that kingdom. And he preached not to those he identified as   disciples, but to those identified as brothers and sisters, the body of Christ, and the temple of God. Paul’s writings illuminate how the disciples and first generations of believers came to understand themselves in relation to Christ and to one another. Every generation since his time has continued to feel itself challenged and shaped by these images.

In his correspondence with the Christians in Corinth Paul provides rich language for the Church’s self-understanding. One such image is the Church as a body. Using the body to describe the functions of an organization or society was quite ordinary in the secular speech of the day where the seemingly more significant members employed such language to keep the lesser members in their place.

Paul takes that image in a new direction in 1 Corinthians 12. The body used in his analogy is now the body of Christ, and in Christ there is no distinction between Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, woman or man — no sense of the seemingly lesser members being insignificant.

In fact, Paul says “the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are all the more necessary, and those parts of the body that we consider less honorable we surround with greater honor ... so that there may be no division in the body, but that the parts may have the same concern for one another” (12:22-25).

Individual and diverse responsibilities within the Body of Christ are also highlighted in the fourth chapter of Ephesians.

To the local church in Corinth Paul says simply “you are Christ’s body” (1 Corinthians 12:27), a lesson that will be echoed through the centuries. St. Theresa of Avila’s great prayer begins “Christ has no body now but yours, no hands, no feet on earth but yours.”

The Second Vatican Council revived the use of this Pauline image in its “Dogmatic Constitution on the Church” and its “Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World” where it speaks of the Church using this imagery and others, including the people of God.

In his first letter to Corinth, Paul addressed the local church’s concern that some follow him while others follow Apollos. Paul assured them that whoever plants and waters means nothing since God causes the growth, and then he says “For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s field, God’s building” (3:9).

Paul rarely uses agricultural images such as watering seeds or tilling a field. He is a city person, and a traveler who is seeing the wider world. His images are usually more urban. In fact, after he tries to settle their concerns, he drops the image of the field and develops the image of God’s building. Paul’s specialty as a “builder” is in laying foundations, firm and steady because they are built on Jesus Christ.

A large part of his legacy is the number of faithful communities who got their start from his preaching and example, communities in Thessalonica, Colossae, Philippi, and in other places we may never know.

What he does when speaking to the local churches is affirm their identity as the building that comes forth from this foundation. This image comes with a special emphasis on the call to holiness. To the Corinthians he says, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? ... For the temple of God, which you are, is holy” (3:16-17).

A temple is the place where humans meet God, and in Christ that meeting place is in the hearts of believers and in communities of followers. The Church is the community where its members meet God in one another, and where those outside the community are drawn to meet God as well.

Paul’s letters express his own desire to build up the community (2 Corinthians 10:8; 12:19; 13:10; Galatians 2:18). Likewise he encourages behavior that is worthy of God’s call to holiness (Ephesians 4:1-6; Philippians 1:27; 1 Thessalonians 5:11). The Church, then, should be alive with compassion, forgiveness and truth (Ephesians 4:25-32), a community that rejoices in hope, endures in affliction, perseveres in prayer and conquers evil with good (Romans 12:9-21). Paul crafted language and imagery that has informed the Church about its identity for almost 20 centuries. In his time, he could never have imagined a worldwide institutional Church, but his words still stir our hearts and imaginations about the kind of community we are called to be. 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st/3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163 Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – Brad Hunter (403)236-9062 


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sue Dondlinger 


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator (403)281-1578


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665, Paul Negenman (403)253-8586


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Elly Jarvis (403)252-1442


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

 

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

8944 Elbow Drive SW

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403)253-2251

Fax:

(403)253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca
SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















