FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 10, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$9,516.06

Weekly average, year to date
$8,271.13



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$10,760.26

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$6649.74

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$9446.29 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Sunday
An ounce of mother is worth a pound of clergy.  ~Spanish Proverb
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY: In honor of your own mother, do one good thing for someone else that you learned from her.

Monday
 Mass

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Jean D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM
  




Card Party: 9:45—11:45 AM



John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



CWL Spring Dinner: 6:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass 9:00AM



Christian Yoga: 12:30—1:20 PM

   
Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Jean D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



CONFIRMATION RETREAT: 6:00—8:00 PM



Choir practice: 7:30 PM                       

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #3 for May 16/17

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Laurence Daignault, Margaret Steel, Elsie Shepherd, Jill Moroney, Peggy Loescher

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Anne McCluskey, Allan and Jilaine Boras, Kerry and Yvette Hope, Bobi Varner, Rita Whitney

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Noreen Hess, Jacqui and Joe Guerin, Liz Herman, Patricia Smith, Michelle Luit, Anna Schultz

 

Congratulations to the following children who celebrated 1st Communion, these past 2 weekends:  Melody Liu, Alyssa Manangan, Grace Webber, Maxwell Webber, Pasidu Mudalige, Miguel Oblea, Marc Antonio, Dorothy-Jane Rapada, Jonathan Schroeder.    
 

Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus through John’s Gospel
Tuesday, May 12th; 1:00 PM in the parish hall Jean Vanier’s reflections of John 6 – Jesus as the Bread of Life [Food for Life].  Everyone welcome to join in the discussion & watch the video…1:00 PM on Tuesdays.  Helpful to read John 6; if you have the text, we are at Chapter 9.
CWL Spring Supper Tuesday, May 12, 2009

Social and visiting time starts at 6:00 pm.  There will be entertainment, door prizes and we will be having a raffle to support St. Gerard’s next adopted family. Please bring sleepers for newborns or women’s toiletries for our donation to Elizabeth House. See you there!

 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT
With the Diocesan Youth Retreat Team
Thursday, May 14th in the parish hall.  Pizza supper at 5:30 PM; retreat begins at 6:00 PM all registered youth should have received a letter from the parish.  If you haven’t, please contact the parish office immediately.
LENTEN LITURGY QUIZ
The parish Liturgy Committee hopes that our fun little quiz provided our parishioners with some food for thought and discussion with family and friends.  Did you learn something that you previously did not know?  A number of our youth submitted answer sheets.  We would like to hear from them and their families as to the way they gathered information.

The winners of our 2009 Lenten Quiz are:
GRACE KIRKLAND – a bag of chocolate treats
MIKAELA LAMACCHIA – a $25 iTunes gift card
PAT JAMNICZKY – 2 bottles of the boss’ wine
Winners may pick up their prizes from Bogdan.

 

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
THANK YOU to everyone in the parish who assisted with this ministry in any way.  Without all of you, the process would not be as broad and as inclusive as it is here at St. Gerard’s.   The RCIA process at our parish is a year-round process…people can come into the process at any time of the year, and we are prepared to be active 12 months of the year. Over the past year and a half, we had 3 people discerning their spiritual journey and their relationship with the Catholic community of Christians.  Our parishioners ministered as sponsors, as dismissal leaders, as catechetical facilitators, as retreat leaders, as hospitality [suppers & receptions], as friends.  Your stewardship of mentoring, both physical and spiritual, let the candidates know that they were welcomed and loved here; that is how we initiate people into our community.

We currently have people coming to us and seeking the sacraments of initiation.  So, our RCIA ministry will be very active again.  Would you like to help out in the coming months?  It is truly a privilege to get to know those who are discerning their faith journey; they enrich our spirituality, and we enrich theirs.  Pray & reflect upon how you might like to be involved.  Contact names & numbers are provided for those who would like more information or would like to volunteer their assistance.

Recruiting female sponsors: Jill Negenman jkobelak@shaw.ca 403-253-8586

Recruiting male sponsors: John Skelton jdeskelton@hotmail.com 403-281-5421

Recruiting dismissal leaders: Lili Szakony sz.lili@shaw.ca 403-252-5353

Recruiting catechesis facilitators: Doreen Yochim doreen@stgerards.ca 403-253-2251

Initiation of School-age Children: Sarah Morrison sarahmorrison@shaw.ca 403-281-4832

Organizing/planning Holy Week Retreat: need people for this; contact Doreen Yochim. 
Organizing/planning suppers & receptions: need people for this; contact Doreen Yochim.

Are you an adult who would like to be baptized? Confirmed?  Talk with our pastor, Bogdan, or with Doreen Yochim, or call the parish office.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 6488

ANNUAL WINDUP PARTY

MAY 30TH, 

COCKTAILS 6-7PM 

DINNER 7-8 

DANCE 8-12

COST $35.00 PER PERSON
Contact Stephen Dawes 255-7161 or Randy Langille 253-1709 for tickets or see a Knight after Mass.
Father Rupert’s Course on Paul
Because of time conflicts, this course was delayed by 3 weeks.  Therefore, anticipating that we shall, indeed, get some warm weather this spring, and knowing how fanatical Calgarians can get about spending every possible hour in their yards & gardens, we have decided to cancel Fr. Rupert’s session.  Fr. Rupert would still like to offer this course at St. Gerard’s at some point in the fall or winter months.  So, keep an eye on the bulletin for the resurrection of this event!
 

Knit / Crochet for our adopted families!!  Want to learn how to knit or crochet?  Already know and willing to share?  Got wool?

Would you like to learn, teach, just join in, or even work at home on Afghans, shawls, cotton dishcloths, scarves, mitts, etc.?  If you are interested in making, or learning to make “Gifts of Love” for families moving from homelessness into their own homes contact, Pat: 403-252-7332 or pjamnicz@yahoo.ca

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.


The Canadian Council of Christians and Jews – Alberta Region invites Clergy, Lay leaders and the Public to attend their Annual Spring Breakfast Dialogue
UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURE:

JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVES
Wednesday, May 20th, 2009, 8:30 to 10:15 AM

Calgary Jewish Centre

Kindly Reserve by Tuesday, May 19th

Breakfast Included

Presenters:  Rabbi Jordan Ofseyer and Dr. Paul Spilsbury 

Tickets: $10.00; Students: $5.00. For more information, please call, Marcia: (403) 252 - 2161 or Rochelle: (403) 246 – 0382.

 

CAMP CADICASU

The camp offers eight programs open to boys and girls between the ages of 8 - 14 years.  All eight weeks are co-ed, open to both boys and girls.  The one-week program was developed to give children a good camping experience as they make friends and become involved in many on and off camping activities.  As well, the program reflects our commitment within the Catholic tradition to foster the spiritual growth of young people.  Registration forms are available at the back of the church or contact the camp at (403) 949-3944 for more information.

 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION
Fathers John Petravicius, Raymond Lowing and James Hagel will celebrate their 50th Anniversary at St. Anthony’s Church, 5340 – 4th Street S.W., Calgary, on Wednesday May 27th 2009 with MASS at 7:00 PM and RECEPTION to follow in the parish hall.  Family, friends, and parishioners from parishes where they have served are invited to attend.  
  

 

PAUL’S LETTER TO THE GALATIANS [6 chapters]

 

Some scholars regard the letter to the Galatians as the earliest of Paul’s letters [48-49 C.E.]; others place it during the mid-50’s C.E.

 

Who were the Galatians?  The location of the ‘churches of Galatia’ is a long-standing debate amongst scholars.  ‘Galatians’ originally designated a people of Celtic origin who migrated into central Asia Minor and settled in the area of modern Ankara. [Check last week’s map.]  However, the Roman province of Galatia extended south toward the Mediterranean to include the cities of Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, where Paul and Barnabas [Acts 14:1-23] founded churches.
 

Why was this letter written by Paul? According to Galatians 1:6, Paul wrote to the Galatians because they were deserting their calling to the gospel, and turning to what Paul caustically called a “different gospel”.  Paul says that a group of outsiders was   influencing the Galatians to seek the Spirit in law-observance rather than in the hearing of faith.  Paul emphasizes the total sufficiency of Christ as the only requirement for life.  He defends his apostolic authority, and exhorts the Galatians to put their faith into action in their everyday lives.  “In fairness to these evangelists [outsiders], they probably understood themselves to be Christian Jews engaged in a law-observant mission to the Gentiles, not primarily Paul’s opponents.  They do appear to have criticized Paul for preaching a law-free gospel, but it is Paul who cast them into the role of adversaries, not they.”  (M. Soards: The Apostle Paul)
 

What situations come to mind when we think about our 21st century Church and some of the tensions that appear to come out of differing understandings of the gospel mandate?

 

What is the significance of this letter as part of the canon of the Church?  Galatians offers a window into the formation of ‘Christianity’, and shows that the question of continuity with Jewish law and tradition was an urgent concern for the early followers of Christ.  Paul focuses on faith and the importance of community.  Faith is the expression of the bond between us and God; a bond lived out in ‘right relationship’ with others. 

 

And where do we find the criteria for ‘right relationship’?   As our parish prepares for the celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation this month and for Pentecost, we need to pray and reflect on the signs that indicate whether or not our relationships are guided by the Spirit {Gal.5:22,23} …are all our thoughts / words / actions guided by ‘love’; are we ‘joy-filled’  people in all circumstances; do we have ‘peace’ in our hearts and minds and do we create ‘peace’ in all that we do; are we ‘patient’ always with others/do we live in the present moment; are we always ‘kind’ in thought, word, & deed; are we ‘generous’/good stewards of our time, our talents, our money; are we ‘faithful’ in our relationship with God and with one another; are we ‘gentle’ with one another; do we exercise ‘self-control’/discipline of our thoughts, words, and actions.  If these ‘fruits’ are not evident in how we live our lives, then perhaps we need to re-evaluate whose ‘spirit’ is in control of our lives. 
ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or





        Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or 





   Maureen Bramwell (403)  366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163




                                         Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – contact parish office


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study –  Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley  (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator  (403)281-1578


Mass Servers –  Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM –  9:00 AM –  11:00 AM –  Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers  - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors –  Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

 

ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















