SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 17, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$7,536.42

Weekly average, year to date
$8,232.46



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$10,952.26

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$6,990.08

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$10,439.47 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



VICTORIA DAY—OFFICE CLOSED



Tuesday
No Mass 
  




John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



Camp Cadicasu: 5:00 - 8:00 PM



Confirmation Meeting: 7:00 PM - in the Church



Book Club: 7:30 PM



Holy Hour: 8:00 PM *PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE*

Wednesday
No Mass



Camp Cadicasu: 5:00 - 8:00 PM



Stewardship COFFEE HOUSE for Ministry Leaders: 7:30 PM



St. Vincent de Paul Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday
No Mass



Camp Cadicasu: 7:00 - 9:00 PM



Choir practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 

Saturday
CONFIRMATION Mass: 5:00 PM with reception to follow

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #4 for May 23/24

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Laurence Daignault, Lorna Stinn, Ernie Shaw, Jill Moroney, Catherine Dilan

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Kerry and Yvette Hope, James Sinnott, Riley and Penny Wight, John Skelton, Erika David

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Lorna Delaney, Anita Durand, JoAnn Mulligan, Agnes Bedard, Ken Moen, Wayne and Claudette Nicolas

 

Congratulations to the following child who celebrated 1st Communion, this weekend:  Isabelle Prosser    
 

CLERGY RETREAT

There will be NO morning Mass this week as Fr. Bogdan will be on retreat.  Please keep him in your prayers. 

 

Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus through John’s Gospel

Tuesday, May 19th; 1:00 PM in the parish hall Jean Vanier’s reflections on John 7 – “Come to Me”.  Everyone welcome to join in the discussion & watch the video…1:00 PM on Tuesdays.  Helpful to read John 7; if you have the text, we are at Chapter 10.

 

ELECTRONIC GIVING has arrived at St. Gerard’s as an alternative way to get your donations in to the Church – even on days when you aren’t!  If interested, our parish Office will require a signed, “VOID” cheque attached to an authorization letter. 
 The letter should:
*be addressed jointly to St. Gerard’s Church and to your bank (specifically,

  the branch where your account was opened);

*outline how much you wish to donate and how often;

  reference your assigned envelope number (for ease of tracking); and

 *be signed by all parties who have signing authority on the bank account

  from which the donations will be withdrawn. 

The Offering Baskets will still be circulated among the pews at each mass for those who wish to continue donating the traditional way. 

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS

THANK YOU to everyone in the parish who assisted with this ministry in any way.  Without all of you, the process would not be as broad and as inclusive as it is here at St. Gerard’s.   The RCIA process at our parish is a year-round process…people can come into the process at any time of the year, and we are prepared to be active 12 months of the year. Over the past year and a half, we had 3 people discerning their spiritual journey and their relationship with the Catholic community of Christians.  Our parishioners ministered as sponsors, as dismissal leaders, as catechetical facilitators, as retreat leaders, as hospitality [suppers & receptions], as friends.  Your stewardship of mentoring, both physical and spiritual, let the candidates know that they were welcomed and loved here; that is how we initiate people into our community.
We currently have people coming to us and seeking the sacraments of initiation.  So, our rcia ministry will be very active again.  Would you like to help out in the coming months?  It is truly a privilege to get to know those who are discerning their faith journey; they enrich our spirituality, and we enrich theirs.  Pray & reflect upon how you might like to be involved.  Contact names & numbers are provided for those who would like more information or would like to volunteer their assistance.
Recruiting female sponsors: Jill Negenman jkobelak@shaw.ca 403-253-8586

Recruiting male sponsors: John Skelton jdeskelton@hotmail.com 403-281-5421

Recruiting dismissal leaders: Lili Szakony sz.lili@shaw.ca 403-252-5353

Recruiting catechesis facilitators: Doreen Yochim doreen@stgerards.ca   403-253-2251

Initiation of School-age Children: Sarah Morrison sarahmorrison@shaw.ca 403-281-4832

Organizing/planning the Holy Week Retreat: need people for this; contact Doreen Yochim 

Organizing/planning the suppers & receptions: need people for this; contact Doreen Yochim

 

Are you an adult who would like to be baptized? Confirmed?  Talk with our pastor, Bogdan, or with Doreen Yochim, or call the parish office.

 

Knit/Crochet for our adopted families!!  Want to learn how to knit or crochet?  Already know and willing to share?  Got wool?  Would you like to learn, teach, just join in, or even work at home on afghans, shawls, cotton dishcloths, scarves, mitts, etc.?  If you are interested in making, or learning to make “Gifts of Love” for families moving from homelessness into their own homes contact, Pat: 403-252-7332 or pjamnicz@yahoo.ca

 

MOUNT ST. FRANCIS - WOMEN'S WEEKEND RETREAT

June 5-7/09

There are a few places still available for any ladies who may wish to attend. For information, or to reserve your place, please call Brenda Williamson  (403) 252-9042.

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 6488

ANNUAL WINDUP PARTY

MAY 30TH, 

COCKTAILS 6-7PM 

DINNER 7-8 

DANCE 8-12

COST $35.00 PER PERSON

Contact Stephen Dawes 255-7161 or Randy Langille 253-1709 for tickets or see a Knight after Mass.

The Knights of Columbus thank the parishioners of St. Gerard for your support over the past month. Your support made our Garage Sale, Spring Meat Sale, and Annual Mother's Day Breakfast successful events.

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701.


The Canadian Council of Christians and Jews – Alberta Region invites Clergy, Lay leaders and the Public to attend their Annual Spring Breakfast Dialogue

UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURE:

JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVES
Wednesday, May 20th, 2009

8:30 to 10:15 AM

Calgary Jewish Centre

Kindly Reserve by Tuesday, May 19th

Breakfast Included

Tickets: $10.00; Students: $5.00. For tickets, please call, Marcia: (403) 252 - 2161 or Rochelle: (403) 246 – 0382.

 

CAMP CADICASU

The camp offers eight programs open to boys and girls between the ages of 8 - 14 years.  All eight weeks are co-ed, open to both boys and girls.  The one-week program was developed to give children a good camping experience as they make friends and become involved in many on and off camping activities.  As well, the program reflects our commitment within the Catholic tradition to foster the spiritual growth of young people.  Registration forms are available at the back of the church or contact the camp at (403) 949-3944 for more information.
CAMP CADICASU WISH LIST!

List of things that it would be great to have for this summer.

Electric Fireplace (temporary until we can install wood burning fire place); if possible, two.

Small computer desks-lots

Office chairs

Three large office desks

Coffee and end tables for lounges 

Couches and lounge chairs at least six couches (in fairly decent shape, the campers are hard on these things)

Table and floor lamps

Mirrors

A good, running, road-worthy Truck.

If you have any access, to any of these items, please call the camp director, Mike Nelson, to arrange for a pick up. 403-243-1203 or Email nelcra@shaw.ca Thank you

 

In Concert: FR. CHARLES DOMINIQUE, OP [from Grenada, West Indies]

Saturday, May 30th; St. Cecilia’s Church

Mass at 5:00 PM; pizza supper with Chef Mario; Concert at 7:00 PM

Freewill offering in support of Grenada Hurricane Relief

EVERYONE WELCOME!

Presented by Franciscan & Friends Music Mission
Paul’s Stature Beyond Letters he Wrote

By Catherine Upchurch
Director of Little Rock Scripture Study
The author of the Second Letter of Peter had this to say about Paul’s letters: “In them there are some things hard to understand that the ignorant and unstable distort” (2 Peter 3:16b). Many experts on Paul in our day might agree.  Paul’s training in Pharisaical Judaism, his personal encounter with the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus, his zealous personality and commitment to evangelization and the cross of Jesus Christ — all these factors make Paul’s correspondence rich and hearty. They also create a theology and spirituality that were influential long after he was physically present in a community.
Timothy and Titus surely found his teachings challenging but there is no doubt they were shaped by strong bonds with the great apostle to the Gentiles. Their travels with him, and on his behalf, are attested to not only in the New Testament books that bear their names, but also in the Acts of the Apostles, and the letters we know as 1 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Corinthians and Philippians.  Paul refers to Timothy as his spiritual child (1 Corinthians 4:17; Philippians 2:22). About Titus, Paul notes the young man’s initiative in seeking funds to help the local church (2 Corinthians 8:17). They were trusted companions and co-ministers of the Gospel with Paul.
Naturally, then, letters of pastoral concern addressed to Timothy and Titus would have enjoyed a certain status in the early Church. The concerns, as in so many of Paul’s letters, are practical. They stress the need for unity; clear understanding of the Church’s teachings, and appropriate forms of leadership.

It has long been assumed that Paul himself wrote the letters to Timothy and Titus. If so, this would have occurred sometime after his first imprisonment (Acts 28:16) and before his death in the mid-60s.
However, a growing number of scholars believe that because the structure of church leadership seems to be more advanced than would have been typical in Paul’s time, they may have been written at a later date.  This question about Paul’s authorship allows us to consider two points: the nature of authorship in the ancient world, and the value of letters attributed to Paul but perhaps written by someone else.
It was quite acceptable in the ancient world to attribute a written work to   someone under a variety of circumstances: it could be written personally by the individual whose name is provided, or written by a secretary at the person’s direction, or written by a secretary or follower on behalf of the person. It would even be considered intellectually honest to write something in the spirit of another person’s work and attribute it to that person.
The name of a respected person gave the work credibility and if it was accepted in that spirit from the beginning, it would have been legitimate to use the name. Consequently, even works attributed to Paul but not actually written by him would have been considered Pauline in spirit if not in fact.
These may not meet the literary standards of our day and time, but they were perfectly acceptable during the centuries when most of the Bible was written.
It should come as no surprise then to discover that of the 13 letters commonly attributed to Paul, several may be the work of an author writing in Paul’s name or assumed to be Paul because of the subject matter or writing style.

Scholars refer to these New Testament writings as “Deutero-Pauline”: Ephesians, Colossians, 2 Thessalonians, and the Pastoral Letters of 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus.

So, if some of these letters are not actually the work of the apostle Paul, why are they in our Bibles and what is their value? Simply put, they reflect Pauline ideas and concerns and could even demonstrate the level of his influence as the early Church developed its theology and practices.  And most importantly, they communicate what the early Church saw as a valuable witness to Jesus Christ crucified and are inspired by God, as is all of Scripture.
Paul was essentially a pastor who felt a firm responsibility for those he could influence. His letters not only give testimony to his beliefs but to his concern that the churches be shaped to reflect the core message of Jesus Christ. That pastoral concern is found in all 13 letters at one time attributed to him, and it is the mark of insightful leadership even in our day.
Letters from an apostle or his followers to communities of faith remind us that Christianity is lived out in relationships between people. Paul’s legacy demonstrates that such relationships rooted in Christ continue to bear fruit long after one’s death. 
ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
 

 Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or





        Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or 





   Maureen Bramwell (403)  366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163




                                         Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 





 Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study –  Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley  (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator  (403)281-1578


Mass Servers –  Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM –  9:00 AM –  11:00 AM –  Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers  - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors –  Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















