ASCENSION SUNDAY

May 24, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$8,316.02

Weekly average, year to date
$8,236.64



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$10,973.26

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$7360.69

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$10,439.47 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



Stewardship Committee Meeting: 7:30 PM



Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.)



Mass: 9:00 AM 
  




John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Christian Yoga: 12:30—1:20 PM
   
Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Knights of Columbus Exec Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



The Prodigal Son - Discussion Group: 9:45 AM



Camp Cadicasu: 7:00 - 9:00 PM



Choir practice: 7:30 PM  
Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



Confirmands’ Ministry Weekend—Coffee after Mass



Knights of Columbus Dinner & Dance: 6:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Confirmands’ Ministry Weekend—Coffee after Mass



Coffee after both Masses

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - May 30/31

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Danica Antonio, Kris Cipriano, Carolyn O’Dwyer, Nicholas Sandy, Brittany Sheffield, Michal Rapacz, Mathew Wilkins (Confirmation Youth)
Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Ryan and Mark Stumpf, Joshua and Tony Bedard, Leandra Clarke, James Sinnott (Confirmation Youth)
Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Matthew and Mike Lamacchia, Sarabeth and Patti Dawes, Tyler and Murray Strang, Noreen Hess (Confirmation Youth)
 

Congratulations to the following children who celebrated 1st Communion, this weekend: Aidan Grogan, Alexandra Lamacchia, Bridget Scott.    
 

Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus through the Gospel of John
A reflection by Jean Vanier…Tuesday afternoons at 1:00 PM in the parish hall.  This week: John 8:1-11…FORGIVENESS    Feelings of guilt are like roadblocks: they prevent us from advancing on the road of faith and love.  Jesus can take these roadblocks away if we are willing to do what he asks of us.  Forgiven, we are called to forgive and to liberate others.  All are welcome to join in this discussion group: video segment followed by discussion.  [chapter 11 in the text]

 

ELECTRONIC GIVING has arrived at St. Gerard’s as an alternative way to get your donations in to the Church – even on days when you aren’t!  If interested, our parish Office will require a signed, “VOID” cheque attached to an authorization letter. 

 The letter should

*be addressed jointly to St. Gerard’s Church and to your bank (specifically,

  the branch where your account was opened);

*outline how much you wish to donate and how often;
  reference your assigned envelope number (for ease of tracking); and

 *be signed by all parties who have signing authority on the bank account

  from which the donations will be withdrawn. 

The Offering Baskets will still be circulated among the pews at each mass for those who wish to continue donating the traditional way. 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY – next weekend!  Wear something ‘red’ to symbolize the presence of the Holy Spirit in your life.  The ‘gifts’ which are given by the Holy Spirit are: knowledge/discernment; understanding/spiritual significance; fortitude/courage to do what is right; respect for/awe of the power & majesty of God; wisdom/the comprehension of God allowing us to love as God loves; reverence/willingness to worship & respond to God; counsel/good judgment so that we might act as God would act.  When we accept and use our gifts as God intends, the ‘fruits’ that are evident in our lives are: love; peace; joy; patience; kindness; gentleness; generosity; faithfulness; self-control.
How do we become a parish of stewardship/good stewards?  In prayer, contemplation, and community support, and with humility, we identify our gifts, and then use those gifts to benefit other people.  When we use our gifts for the good of others, the ‘fruits’ of the Spirit will be seen in us, and we will nurture the ‘fruits’ of the Spirit in one another.

For reflection: what gift/gifts has the community identified in you?  How have you nurtured/honed/deepened that gift?  Has your gift benefitted your faith community?  Have you misused your gift in any ways that have been detrimental to others?  How many of the ‘fruits’ of the Spirit do you identify in your life at this particular time?

Adult confirmation: at the 9:00 AM mass next Sunday, Janel Wagner will be confirmed.  Come and meet Janel and show her the support of this community of St. Gerard’s as she celebrates this sacrament.
CONFIRMATION MINISTRY WEEKEND
Next weekend, Pentecost weekend, our newly confirmed youth and their families will be serving our community in most of the liturgical ministries.  This provides an opportunity for the young people to serve, and it provides our community with the opportunity to accept the service of our youth.  The Coffee Hospitality will be provided by the confirmands and families, so please take the opportunity to chat with the young people and to congratulate them.  As the adult members of the faith family, it is important that we affirm our youth, and encourage them to share their gifts…that mean that we have to provide the environment in which their gifts are welcomed. 

We ask for your continued prayers for these families and for all families celebrating sacraments this year.

 
Mary's Garden
The Renovo plans for the kitchen require expansion into the Mary's Garden site, on the south side of the church. As this is likely the final season for the garden, the Mary's Garden plants are looking for a new home. If you're interested in transplanting some of these bulbs, plants or shrubs to your own gardens, please help yourself or call Louella at 403-255-7451 or Denise at 403-253-5139.

 

The Return of the Prodigal Son
BECOMING THE FATHER…the goal of our life’s journey…the biggest challenge on our life’s journey.  How do I become totally loving, non-judgmental, accepting, forgiving, joy-filled? 
Discussion/reflection/sharing on our personal understanding of this challenge and on Fr. Henri Nouwen’s understanding of this challenge.  All are welcome to participate in this discussion: Thursday, May 28th following morning mass; in the parish hall.

SENIORS’ APPRECIATION DAY
FRIDAY, JUNE 19TH – mass at 9:00 AM, followed by entertainment and ‘food’ in the parish hall.  ALL ARE WELCOME!
Noreen Hess is coordinating the food; she is in need of help.  If you would like to volunteer your help, give Noreen a call at 403- 255-5183.

Thank you to Noreen for undertaking this job; thank you to Terry Smith for booking the ‘entertainment’.  If there is some way in which you would like to contribute to our ‘salute’ to our valued ‘seniors’, please talk to Doreen in the parish office.  We are open to ideas that will make this day a joyful celebration.

PLANNING FOR THE COMING MONTHS:
In June, we will be having a Liturgy Visioning Day and a Pastoral Team Planning Day.  If you would like the Liturgy Committee to consider some particular aspect of liturgy, please pass along your thoughts to Mrs. Sheila Padley, padleys@shaw.ca.  If you have any suggestions on presenters/adult faith sessions, contact Doreen at doreen@stgerards.ca.  If your ministry would like to book specific dates for ministry activities, please submit your requests to our secretary, Jan, jan@stgerards.ca
The Homelessness Committee would like to thank the members of our parish for your donations of $250.00 in cash and a $50.00 Gift Card to be used in support of our next adopted family.  We also thank all those who donated items for Starter Kits.  Our families arrive in their rental accommodation with only the clothes they are wearing and a backpack. Our Starter Kits plus a food hamper from St. Vincent de Paul give them bedding and bathroom supplies, and allow them to eat until we are able to locate and deliver beds, tables, chairs, etc.  You may support this parish initiative at any time by placing a donation or a Gift Card in an envelope marked “Homelessness Committee”, and placing it in the regular collection. The parish is able to issue a receipt for the cash, but not for the Gift Cards.  If you have any questions, please contact Stephanie Casar at scasar1@shaw.ca, or the parish office.

 

The morning Prayer Group gatherings for Tuesday, May 26 and Thursday, May 28 are cancelled, but Wednesday, May 27 we will meet in the parish hall at 9:45 AM for a DVD on “How Great Is Our God”- Louie Giglio.  Everyone welcome.

In Concert: FR. CHARLES DOMINIQUE, OP [from Grenada, West Indies]

Saturday, May 30th; St. Cecilia’s Church

Mass at 5:00 PM; pizza supper with Chef Mario; Concert at 7:00 PM

Freewill offering in support of Grenada Hurricane Relief

EVERYONE WELCOME!

Presented by Franciscan & Friends Music Mission

 

MOUNT ST. FRANCIS - WOMEN'S  WEEKEND RETREAT  
June 5-7/09

There are a few places still available for any ladies who may wish to attend. For information, or to reserve your place, please call Brenda Williamson (403) 252-9042.

LET’S READ PAUL
1 CORINTHIANS

 The Corinth that Paul knew was a thriving new city.  The Romans had destroyed the rich, old Corinth in 146 BCE, and it had remained in ruins until Julius Caesar rebuilt it, refounding it as a Roman colony in 44 BCE and populating the new Corinth with Italian freedmen.  Corinth became a cosmopolitan boom town.  The city prospered and was at peace. 
Paul wrote to the Christian community in Corinth around 56 CE from Ephesus in Asia Minor.  Paul is in Ephesus during his 3rd missionary journey, and he receives letters from the community in Corinth concerning questions with which the Christian community is struggling.  Paul answers their concerns very sensitively and pastorally.  He instructs them on how to make Jesus truly present in their community: love and concern for one another are the indicators of someone who is modeling oneself on Jesus.  Along with the Corinthians, we need to recognize that how we act toward one another is a key indicator of what we believe.  Paul’s pastoral advice to the Corinthian community focuses on how to relate Christian faith to daily life.  In the 21st century, this is still our challenge as a Christian community.
Throughout the letter, Paul is concerned with promoting the unity of the flamboyant, fragmented Corinthian church.  He exposes the folly and danger of ‘human wisdom’ by juxtaposing it to God’s power revealed in the cross and resurrection of Christ.  Paul is concerned about the proper conduct of anyone who calls himself a ‘brother’.  His intention is not to shut the Christians off from the world, but to clarify their responsibility in the world.  Paul’s concern is not with what the ‘outsiders’ do or do not do [1 Cor.5:12-13], but rather with what the members of the Christian community do or do not do.  The Corinthians were a church like ours, real people with real challenges in living out the good news authentically.
Paul acknowledged the roles for both women and men in the liturgy, and he gave many concrete examples of the practical implications of living the gospel message as a community of equals.  One implication that Paul constantly stressed was the Christian’s responsibility of aiding the less fortunate.  This 1st letter [it is actually not the ‘1st’ letter to be sent; however, it is the ‘1st’ letter preserved by the early church] is an interpretation of the gospel message that should continue to challenge contemporary Christian communities with its many implications.
 

For reflection:
· when you serve in a leadership capacity in your faith community, how conscious are you of modeling your leadership style on the ‘real’ Jesus of the gospels?
· what are some essential ingredients that make for meaningful, spirit-filled liturgical celebrations?
· do our community liturgical celebrations and gatherings reflect the belief that we are the Body of Christ?  If yes, how?  If no, how not?
· what do you think about Paul’s address of women’s dress and behavior at liturgies?  [11:2-16]
· does Paul give you any new insights into an understanding of the celebration of Eucharist?  [11:17-34]
· according to Paul, what is the indicator of true stewardship/discipleship?  [12:1-14, 40]
 

 
ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
 

 Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or





        Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or 





   Maureen Bramwell (403)  366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163




                                         Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 





 Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study –  Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley  (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator  (403)281-1578


Mass Servers –  Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM –  9:00 AM –  11:00 AM –  Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers  - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors –  Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















