PENTECOST SUNDAY

May 31, 2009




  

Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$7,353.41

Weekly average, year to date
$8,194.58



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$11,034.26

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$7725.04

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$10,439.47 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday No Mass

Tuesday 
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)



Mass: 9:00 AM 
  




John Vanier’s Gospel of John Scripture Study: 1:00 PM



CWL Exec Meeting: 7:00 PM


Book Club: 7:30 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



PRAYERS for Florence McDonald at 7:00 PM



Knights of Columbus Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday
FUNERAL MASS for Florence McDonald 11:00 AM



Camp Cadicasu: 7:00 - 9:00 PM



Choir practice: 7:30 PM           

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 10:00 AM until Noon.
Sandwiches will be collected for the downtown street ministries.



Coffee and Muffin Social following Mass.  

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



Celebration Supper following Mass

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Celebration Breakfast following each Mass

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #1 for June 6/7

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Margaret Steel, Shannon McAvoy, Irene Castellino, Doug and Karen Grabham, Rosemarie Walter, Anna Tremblay

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Carl St. Laurent, George and Vivian Palardy, Tom Milosz, Sheila Padley, Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Hazel Moen, Janet Sparrow, Elly Jarvis, Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Fe Cardino

 

Congratulations to Janel Wagner who is being confirmed this weekend.

 

Congratulations to the following children who celebrated 1st Communion, this weekend: Reid Baruta, Marissa DiMarzo, Randy Treavor, Ethan Froese  
 

Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus through the Gospel of John
A reflection by Jean Vanier…Tuesday afternoons at 1:00 PM in the parish hall.  This week: John 8:12 –59  “The Truth Will Set You Free” All are welcome to join in this discussion group: video segment followed by discussion.  [chapter 12 in the text]

 

CELEBRATION WEEKEND
SATURDAY/SUNDAY – JUNE 6TH/7TH
What is Celebration Weekend?  It is a celebration of all that we are as the faith community of St. Gerard’s.  It is a celebration of the gift that each person is to this parish.  It is a celebration of the fruits abounding in our parish because of the members sharing their giftedness so generously.  Celebration Weekend is also a THANK YOU to all the ministries that contribute to the sacramental, liturgical, spiritual, pastoral, and service-oriented dimensions of our community.

Everyone is invited to join together in celebration at one of the 3 meals next weekend.  Saturday, after the evening mass, there will be pizza & refreshments for all in the parish hall.  Sunday, after the 9:00 AM mass, there will be a continental breakfast for all in the parish hall.  Sunday, after the 11:00 AM mass, there will be a brunch for all in the parish hall.
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS MEETING
For all those who serve at one of our weekend liturgies…MONDAY, JUNE 8TH at 7:00 PM in the parish hall.
It is very important that all ministers attend this meeting – the ‘seasoned’ and the ‘new’.  Liturgical guidelines will be reviewed, and new schedules will be given out.
 

ELECTRONIC GIVING has arrived at St. Gerard’s as an alternative way to get your donations in to the Church – even on days when you aren’t!  If interested, our parish Office will require a signed, “VOID” cheque attached to an authorization letter. 

 The letter should

*be addressed jointly to St. Gerard’s Church and to your bank (specifically,

  the branch where your account was opened);

*outline how much you wish to donate and how often;
  reference your assigned envelope number (for ease of tracking); and

 *be signed by all parties who have signing authority on the bank account

  from which the donations will be withdrawn. 

The Offering Baskets will still be circulated among the pews at each mass for those who wish to continue donating the traditional way. 
 

Mary's Garden
We apologize – but there is a bit of confusion over the dismantling of our little garden.  We are not ready to have it dismantled at this time.  Many of you expressed concern about the removal of plants at a time that is not good for the plants.  Because the construction scheduled for that area is not yet in the works, the garden will remain intact and continue to give us enjoyment.  However, we are very much in need of people to weed/water/nurture on a weekly basis.  Since so many of you expressed an interest in the garden, how about lending a hand to keeping the garden in beautiful shape until such time as it needs to be dismantled [may not even be this year].  Get into your gardening clothes, bring the gardening gloves, and take a little walk to Mary’s Garden.  If a few people each spent 15 minutes or so each week in the garden, it would be well tended.  Make this one of your ‘stewardship’ gifts.
 

Sophie, Yvette and Kerry would like to thank the generous parishioners who pledged their financial support on the recent “10 KM Hike for Life” walk on May 9.  Together, we almost managed to get to the $2000.00 mark.  These funds are sorely needed to help support the Pro-Life cause in Calgary and area. Thank you all!

 

SENIORS’ APPRECIATION DAY
FRIDAY, JUNE 19TH – mass at 9:00 AM, followed by entertainment and ‘food’ in the parish hall.  ALL ARE WELCOME!
Noreen Hess is coordinating the food; she is in need of help.  If you would like to volunteer your help, give Noreen a call at 403- 255-5183.

Thank you to Noreen for undertaking this job.  If there is some way in which you would like to contribute to our ‘salute’ to our valued ‘seniors’, please talk to Doreen in the parish office.  We are open to ideas that will make this day a joyful celebration.

PLANNING FOR THE COMING MONTHS:
In June, we will be having a Liturgy Visioning Day and a Pastoral Team Planning Day.  If you would like the Liturgy Committee to consider some particular aspect of liturgy, please pass along your thoughts to Sheila Padley, padleys@shaw.ca.  If you have any suggestions on presenters/adult faith sessions, contact Doreen at doreen@stgerards.ca.  If your ministry would like to request specific dates for ministry activities, please submit your requests to our secretary, Jan, jan@stgerards.ca
1ST FRIDAYS IN JULY AND AUGUST
Coffee and goodies will be served after masses on the 1st Fridays of July and August. Rose Marie Baschenis will coordinate ... however, she needs volunteers to bake goodies, serve, and clean up.  Please call Rose Marie, 281-9666, to volunteer your assistance.
 

The Annual Memorial Cemetery Masses will be held as follows at 7:30 PM. (Rain or Shine)

St. Mary’s Cemetery – Wednesday, June 17

Holy Family Cemetery – Thursday, June 18

St. Joseph’s Cemetery – Wednesday, August 19

Good Shepherd Cemetery – Thursday, August 20

 

FAITHFUL FRIENDS
If any Faithful Friend missed getting their picture taken, please fell free to bring one from home and add it to the tree on the window.  See you in the fall.
ATTENTION PARENTS OF FAITHFUL FRIENDS
We have quite a few Faithful Friends who will be graduating from our program (turning 9) and they have nowhere to go.  We would like them to continue on their journey.  We are looking for people to be involved in developing a program for 9 -12 year olds.  If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, please talk to Denise (403-253-5139), Lorelei (403-686-1813), or Sheila (403-255-4314).  Thank you, Faithful Friends leaders. 

The Holy Father has instructed all of the faithful to become conscientious stewards of the environment. In partial response to this call St. Gerard’s will seek new and unique ways of reducing our carbon footprint by seeking to purchase, produce, or craft goods indigenous to our region. One of many new environmental initiatives that we will be engaging as part of this year will be to grow a small field of barley and wheat to be used as part of our liturgical celebrations, including Thanksgiving, Passion Sunday, and the Easter Triduum. Not only will this help reduce our impact on the environment as a faith community but it will also, once again, remind us of the strong connections between the changing seasons and our cyclical liturgical celebrations.  A couple of weekends ago, Bogdan blessed the barley and wheat seeds which will become the symbol of our community’s efforts to care for God’s wondrous and beautiful creation.  Jean-Louis is tilling the soil, and soon the seeds will be planted.  Our community will be updated periodically on the progress of ‘our crop’ through announcements, bulletin, and on our web page 
LET’S READ PAUL

St. Paul celebrated Passover/Easter with the Philippians, then hurried to keep Pentecost in Jerusalem [Acts 20:6,16].

  

The feast of Pentecost celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles.  Pentecost is considered the birthday of the Church.  On this day the ascended Jesus poured out his Spirit on his disciples, fulfilling his promise to send a counselor [John 16:7].  With a lively wind like the creative breath of God in Genesis 1, the Spirit energized the disciples with the living presence of Jesus.

 

Did you know that the Jews had their own Pentecost celebration held 50 days after Passover similar to a harvest celebration?  Pentecost, meaning the 50th day, was taken over as a Christian feast from the Jewish Feast of the Weeks, celebrating the end of the grain harvest.  Perhaps therein lies the inspiration for the Christian idea of the fruits of the Spirit.  Also associated with the Jewish Pentecost was the giving of the Law to Moses and the founding of the Jewish nation.  Early Christians used Pentecost as a time of thanksgiving for the Spirit and for the founding of the Church.

 

In early centuries of the Western Church, Pentecost was another opportunity for those who were not able to be baptized on Easter to be baptized at the Vigil of Pentecost.  In the Middle Ages, a variety of local customs developed around Pentecost.  Roses were dropped from the rafters to simulate the tongues of fire.  Trumpets were sounded to recall the sound of the mighty rushing wind.  Most widespread was the use of a dove or pigeon to represent the Holy Spirit.  A dove was set free to fly inside the church, or a carved one was let down by a rope from the roof.  Pentecost partying became widespread in England and Germany, and, later, among the slaves and white settlers of the eastern colonies of the New World.

  

We celebrate Pentecost as the completion of the Easter season, the fulfillment of Christ’s earthly ministry.  The Church now enters the season of Ordinary Time, which extends to the 1st Sunday of Advent.  Red is the liturgical color for Pentecost Day; it reminds us of the offering of life of those who have gone before us, and of our own lives poured out in the service of Christ. Our Pentecost liturgy should reflect the power of the Spirit.  Everything, from the procession to the environment to the music, should speak to the living presence of the Holy Spirit in the midst of our community.

 

The wind of the Holy Spirit was a very popular analogy for how the Spirit was moving in the Church during and after the Second Vatican Council.  In our own parish today, what evidence do you see of the wind of the Spirit blowing new life [fruits] into St. Gerard’s?

 

 ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
 

 Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or





        Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or 





   Maureen Bramwell (403)  366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Parish Office


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Stephen Dawes (403)255-7161


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 1st and 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163




                                         Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments –  Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 





 Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study –  Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – contact parish office


Stewardship Committee – Pat Jamniczky


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley  (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Yvette Hope – coordinator  (403)281-1578


Mass Servers –  Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC Coordinator – parish office (403)253-2251



        5:00 PM –  9:00 AM –  11:00 AM –  Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers  - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors –  Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays – 1:30 PM Marilyn (403)441-5671


Yoga/Meditation – Marilyn (403)441-5671 

ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Other times by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

An appointment is required.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

The preparation and celebration are every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















