ALL SAINTS DAY

November 1, 2009






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$7,260.26

Weekly average, year to date
$7,966.20



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$16,611.52

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$13,500.48

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$24,702.86
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



Week of Guided Prayer

 

ALL SOULS DAY
Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)



Mass: 9:00 AM


Book Club: 7:30 PM



CWL Exec Meeting: 7:00 PM




Holy Hour: 7:30 PM



Week of Guided Prayer

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Prayer Group: 9:30 AM




Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM (Hebrews)



Knights of Columbus Meeting: 7:30 PM (Pro-Life Presentation)



Week of Guided Prayer

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Scripture Study: 9:45 AM Gospel of John with Sr. Darlene Madore, fcj 

Choir Practice: 7:30 PM



Week of Guided Prayer

Friday
FUNERAL MASS FOR ED KURZ AT 11:00 AM 



Sandwiches will be collected for the downtown street ministries.  



Grief Group: 9:45 AM



Week of Guided Prayer

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



10:00 AM Gathering: Week of Guided Prayer


Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



FAITHFUL FRIENDS: 2:30– 4:00 PM


FAITHFUL FRIENDS

Saddle up!  It's time for some foot stomping, 

pancake eating fun with Little Joe from Veggie Tales.  

It's time for Faithful Friends to meet again.  

We'll see you on November 8 from 2:30—4:00 PM.  

Faithful Friends is a drop-in program open to all 3 - 8 year olds.  Any questions?  Phone Lorelei 686-1813 or Denise 253-5139.  Parents are welcome to drop off their children and enjoy the free time but if you can/want to stay to help, you're very welcome.
Faithful Friends is looking for an older faithful friend to volunteer to help out with our November 8th meeting.  We need someone (anyone) to be there from 3:15 until 4:15pm to help cut pancakes and then wash the dishes after snack.  We're planning for 50 kids at two pancakes per child which translates to mean clean-up of 50 cups, 50 plates and 50 forks.  Please phone Lorelei 686-1813 or Denise 253-5139 if you can help.

 

BOOK OF LIFE
You are invited to print in the names of people who have died this past year, and family-grouping names of those who have died in previous years.

Our Memorial Mass for our deceased family, friends, and parish members will be celebrated on Thursday, November 26th at 7:00 PM.  This is a Mass of Remembrance and of celebration of the gift these people have been in our own lives and in the lives of all those they have touched.  Plan to attend.  There will be a coffee reception in the hall following the Mass.  This evening is organized by St. Gerard Parish Grief Ministry.  If you would like to offer to assist with the reception, please call the parish office.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

THE POWER OF A SIMPLE GIFT
It's that special time of year again when we give from our hearts and pack a shoebox for those whose only gift at Christmas will be that shoebox.  We encourage all the families and friends of St. Gerard have to pack a shoebox and discover the power of giving this simple gift. Last year our St. Gerard families donated 103 shoeboxes; let’s try and beat that number this year.  One important note this year is that you will not see the shoeboxes at your local Safeway stores because they are no longer a sponsor for Samaritans Purse. You still have many ways of obtaining a shoebox.  They have suggested using any box that your shoes, [not large boot boxes] would come in.  Plastic containers the same size as a regular shoe box also work very well and the children can use the container after to store many items, or, if you are unsure of what the size should be, simply take a brochure from here at the church, open it up completely and that is about the size they are looking for.  The boxes can be dropped off here at St. Gerard's during the National Collection week of November 16-21. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call Lisa Cronan at (403) 253-1341 and leave a message.

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION SUNDAY
“Our Catholic schools must be filled with the good news of Christ. On this Catholic Education Sunday, and throughout the school year, let us continue to work at bringing the good news to all we encounter. This is a message that is meant to be shared. It is one that celebrates God’s love and purpose for our lives. It is good news for all!”  [Bishop F. Henry]
The Calgary Catholic School District is the largest Catholic school district in Alberta, serving over 45,000 students in Calgary, Airdrie, Cochrane, Chestermere and the Municipal District of Rocky View. This learning organization educates and empowers students from kindergarten to Grade 12 to reach their full potential, meet life’s challenges, serve their community, and journey in faith.  The chief superintendent is Dr. Lucy Miller, a faith-filled, compassionate and loving shepherd of the District.  She is an outstanding role model for all the staff in our District.
This past Monday, the Calgary Catholic School Board had their annual ‘Faith Day’ at the Telus Convention Centre.  The guest speaker was Fr. Patrick Brennan [from Chicago].  Fr. Patrick spoke of the need to have good shepherds in our schools and in our parishes – shepherds who take exceptional care of the children & their families – shepherds who look for the lost & the hurting and the disenfranchised and show the love of Jesus to these anawim.
In St. Gerard’s Parish, we have many women and men who work for the Catholic School Board.  One of those people, Mary Buckley, a teacher at St. Ambrose, received a SHEPHERD LEADERSHIP AWARD from the superintendent.  Make an opportunity to congratulate our Mary.  And perhaps we all need to take the opportunity to pray for and to thank the staff/teacher-members of our parish for their commitment to all families.

 

ST. GERARD’S CWL

GREY CUP POOL TICKETS - $1.00 each

Available in the hall after Sunday Masses.  Additional tickets available from Liz Herman, (403) 252-4067.

 

FROM THE PARISH LITURGY COMMITTEE
1. There have been some concerns raised to staff & PPC members & PLC members about the flu season which is now upon us.  We encourage all people who come to this facility to practice sensible methods of flu prevention: do not come to church or meetings if you are unwell; wash your hands often with soap; use tissue when coughing/sneezing.   When you wash dishes in the hall kitchen, use a few drops of bleach; do the same when cleaning the counters.  Our caretaker, Gordon, has been asked to follow the same procedures when cleaning tables, water fountain, floors, etc.  If we all work together, we can ensure that our facility is not a potential for contamination from the flu viruses.

 

2. Extraordinary Ministers of Eucharist: please review the guidelines that were sent to you in October and implement the recommendations.

 

3. Parishioners, particularly people who serve in liturgical ministries, are encouraged to attend the Diocesan Liturgy Conference: Table of Hope – Saturday, November 21st, at St. Mary’s Cathedral.  Register through our parish office.

 

4. Joy to the World – Sunday, December 13th, 7:30 PM at St. Gerard Parish.

 

5. Training/formation for lay Prayer Presiders is a focus this year.  Thursday, November 12th, 6:30-7:30 PM, there will be a training session for presiders at Funeral Vigils, and for anyone who might be interested in considering this ministry.  The training will be held in the church.  In January, a training/formation for all lay Prayer Presiders [Funeral Vigils, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Hours] will be facilitated by Joe Simmons, a liturgist from New York.  We hope that all lay presiders and all those who would be interested in ‘how to’ preside, will plan to attend this workshop [to be held here in the parish].

 

PARISH BAZAAR & WHITE ELEPHANT SALE
Our Annual Fall Bazaar will be held Saturday, November 21 from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM.  We are in need of donations of all kinds: Christmas baking, crafts, raffle items and especially items for the Silent Auction.  Please call Terry Smith, 255-8227, for more information.  Help is needed in the kitchen, Bake Table, Silent Auction, Raffles, etc.  Contact Terry Smith, 255-8227. 
One of the highlights of our Annual Christmas Bazaar is the White Elephant Sale, which is held in conjunction with the bazaar.  The White Elephant Sale is sponsored by the St. Gerard’s Knights of Columbus, Council #6488, and is an important means of raising funds for their work of charity in the parish and the community.  Parishioners are asked to clear out their basements, garages, attics and bottom drawers for surplus items and unused treasures that they might be willing to donate to the Knights for this worthwhile cause. Please DO NOT donate any furniture or clothing. Please do not deliver any goods to the parish hall before Friday, November 20.  If pickup is required, please call Paul Farrar, (403) 259-3895

 

VETERANS’ FOOD DRIVE
You are invited to contribute foodstuffs for the Veterans’ Food Bank on the weekend of Nov. 7/8 and Nov. 14/15.  Many of the senior veterans are living on small fixed incomes, and struggle to make-ends-meet.  Part of our care and appreciation for their service to us and to our country could be to alleviate some of the financial burden by contributing foodstuffs.  The collection will begin next weekend and continue until the following weekend.  If you would like to help deliver the collected foods, please contact the parish office.

 

LITURGICAL ‘NEW YEAR’S’ CARD PARTY
Saturday, November 28th, in the parish hall.  CRAZY WHIST   Plan to come for an evening of fun and socializing.  We need multiples of ‘4’ because there are 4 people to each table; so get your family & friends to sign up.  Bring your own ‘refreshments’ and food for an hors d’oeuvres ‘potluck’ after mass.  Card party will begin at 7:00 PM.  There might be some great prizes [if anyone wants to donate/solicit some prizes!]!

 

IDEAS IN PASSING

from Joan Chittister

The Sight of a Life Well Lived
November 1, All Saints Day
The liturgical year has always been a veritable roll call of people who gave their own lives to follow Jesus. The church called them saints. And that’s unfortunate. The word has a foreign ring to it. As Dorothy Day once said, “Don’t call me a saint. I don’t want to be dismissed so easily!” There is something about the word “saint”, obviously, that dampens the meaning of the mission. People like these were not marshmallow figures in stained-glass windows. They were the models, heroes, icons, stars of their times whose lives made real what Scripture could only talk about. They were the worthy and the brave, the simple and the centered ones, who saw the truth and lived it, whatever the cost. 

The problem is that there are also those in every age whose leadership is bogus, whose life maps are warped, whose leadership leads to the grave of the soul, as well as of the body. It is in the face of these that the liturgical year mounts another kind of challenge. It is the Christian memory of the perduring power of the Christian message to rally people throughout time. 

The liturgical year is about more than liturgical seasons, feast day cycles, theological solemnities, or a record of enduring devotions. It is also about the cloud of witnesses who have lived the life before us. By their very lives—in every era and every age—they prove to us that it is possible to be other than those around us who live to exploit life here rather than to grow in the light of the hereafter. They are about living wildly rather than living flamboyantly. Without role models, then, how shall any of us ever know that what we seek is possible, that what we want is doable, that what we are is enough? 

Only those whose lives shine with the interior light that comes from refusing to waste themselves on nonessentials are any kind of adequate rebuttal to the prostitution of the human faculties for goodness. Then the Gandhi’s and the Kings, the Merton’s and Mother Teresa’s and Dorothy Days, become the road signs of the age, living maps to another way of being alive. No institution can possibly succeed, however theologically or philosophically astute, without its models and heroes. 
No surfeit of incidental pleasure is, in the end, an acceptable alternative to basic goodness. Clearly, the identification of role models is not an idle exercise. It is, rather, the key to the vitality of the living Word in the next generations. For more than two thousand years of Christian tradition, in fact, it has always been so. The question to us, then, must also be, what kind of witnesses are we ourselves being to those who come after us? 

–from The Liturgical Year by Joan Chittister (Thomas Nelson)  

 

PRO-LIFE PRESENTATION
Parishioners are invited to attend a presentation by Calgary Pro Life Association in the Church Hall on Wednesday, November 4, 2009, at 7:30 P.M.  Calgary Pro Life sponsor the annual “Hike For Life”, in which some of our parishioners participate annually to help raise funds for Pro Life causes.  This will be a good opportunity to learn more about the ongoing activities of Calgary Pro Life, and to get answers to your questions about how your donations are utilized in support of their pro life projects.  All are welcome; invite your friends!

 
RENOVO

The Renovo Social Committee wish to express their sincere thanks to everyone who helped and supported our “Oktoberfest” party and made it a tremendous success.   We submitted $2,868.00 to the Renovo project (our spiritual home).  

With thanks—Terry Smith, chairperson of the Social Committee.

 

 

 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403) 253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403) 252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403) 281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403) 252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403) 252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403) 252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403) 252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403) 281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist - Patti Dawes (403) 255-7161 





 Reconciliation - Margie Gallagher (403) 697-5390





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403) 253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403) 253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403) 281-3665  


MUSIC – parish office (403) 253-2251



  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir


Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403) 255-7913 


Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403) 253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403) 255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403) 255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays 


Yoga/Meditation –

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















