THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

November 8, 2009






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$8,353.28

Weekly average, year to date
$7,975.00



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$17,119.65

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$13,880.75

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$24,702.86
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM





Bishop Grandin High School Liturgy: 11:00 AM & 1:00 PM



CWL Meeting: 7:00 PM




Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
REMEMBRANCE DAY—OFFICE CLOSED



Mass: 9:00 AM



Prayer Group: 9:30 AM




Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM (Hebrews)

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Scripture Study: 9:45 AM, Gospel of John with Sr. Darlene Madore, fcj
Funeral Vigil Presiders Workshop: 6:30 PM



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM   



Grief Group: 9:45 AM



Liturgy Committee Meeting: 9:45 AM

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM

                      Wedding: 3:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses

BOOK OF LIFE
You are invited to print in the names of people who have died this past year, and family-grouping names of those who have died in previous years. 
Our Memorial Mass for our deceased family, friends, and parish members will be celebrated on Thursday, November 26th at 7:00 PM.  This is a Mass of Remembrance and of celebration of the gift these people have been in our own lives and in the lives of all those they have touched.  Plan to attend.  There will be a coffee reception in the hall following the Mass.  This evening is organized by St. Gerard Parish Grief Ministry.  If you would like to offer to assist with the reception, please call the parish office.

 

VETERANS’ FOOD DRIVE
You are invited to contribute foodstuffs for the Veterans’ Food Bank this weekend and next weekend, Nov. 14/15.  Many senior veterans are living on small fixed incomes, and struggle to make ends meet.  Part of our care and appreciation for their service to us and to our country could be to alleviate some of the financial burden by contributing foodstuffs.  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

THE POWER OF A SIMPLE GIFT
It's that special time of year again when we give from our hearts and pack a shoebox for those whose only gift at Christmas will be that shoebox.  We encourage all the families and friends of St. Gerard’s to pack a shoebox and discover the power of giving this simple gift. Last year our St. Gerard families donated 103 shoeboxes; let’s try and beat that number this year.

One important note this year is that you will not see the shoeboxes at your local Safeway stores because they are no longer a sponsor for Samaritans’ Purse. You still have many ways of obtaining a shoebox.  They have suggested using any box that your shoes [not large boot boxes] would come in.  Plastic containers the same size as a regular shoe box also work very well and the children can use the container after to store many items, or, if you are unsure of what the size should be, simply take a brochure from here at the church, open it up completely and that is about the size they are looking for.  The boxes can be dropped off here at St. Gerard's during the National Collection week of November 16-21. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call Lisa Cronan at (403) 253-1341 and leave a message.

 
FAITHFUL FRIENDS

Saddle up!  It's time for some foot stomping, 

pancake eating fun with Little Joe from Veggie Tales.  

It's time for Faithful Friends to meet again.  

We'll see you on November 8 from 2:30—4:00 PM.  

Faithful Friends is a drop-in program open to all 3 - 8 year olds.  Any questions?  Phone Lorelei 686-1813 or Denise 253-5139.  Parents are welcome to drop off their children and enjoy the free time but if you can/want to stay to help, you're very welcome.
CWL GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday November 10th at 7:00 PM

At this meeting we will be offering our prayers in a special memorial tribute to all our sisters who passed away this past year. As there is a constant need we are requesting you bring razors and/or feminine hygiene products for the homeless.  Our Christmas Party tickets for December 1st will be available at $15.00 each and all ladies in the parish are welcome.

 

GREY CUP POOL TICKETS  - $1.00 each

Available in the hall after Sunday Masses.  Additional tickets available from Liz Herman, (403) 252-4067.

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY – November 11th 

This is a time for us to pause & remember those who have died in wars, and to pray for the current victims of aggression and inhumanity throughout the world. This is a day to pray for peace, and to reflect on what we, as individuals, as community, and as a nation, are doing to bring God’s peace into our world. This is a day when a faith community should rededicate itself, by prayer and action, to the ideals Jesus puts before us in the beatitudes.

 

2010 SUNDAY MISSALS now available in the parish.  Cost: $3 each or 2 for $5.00.

 

From the Parish Liturgy Committee
There have been some concerns raised to staff & PPC members & PLC members about the flu season which is now upon us.  We encourage all people who come to this facility to practice sensible methods of flu prevention: do not come to church or meetings if you are unwell; wash your hands often with soap; use tissue when coughing/sneezing.   When you wash dishes in the hall kitchen, use a few drops of bleach; do the same when cleaning the counters.  Our caretaker, Gordon, has been asked to follow the same procedures when cleaning tables, water fountain, floors, etc.  If we all work together, we can ensure that our facility is not a potential for contamination from the flu viruses.

 

HOW IS INFLUENZA SPREAD
Influenza is spread through the air.  The virus gets into the air when someone with the disease coughs, sneezes, or even talks.  Individuals breathe in the virus and can become sick.  It can also be spread by handling objects that have been coughed or sneezed upon.   [Alberta health services]

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Eucharist: please review the guidelines that were sent to you in October and implement the recommendations.

 

Joy to the World – Sunday, December 13th, 7:30 PM at St. Gerard Parish.

 

Training/formation for lay Prayer Presiders   Thursday, November 12th, 6:30-7:30 PM, (Facilitator: BOGDAN) This is a training session for presiders at Funeral Vigils, and for anyone who might be interested in considering this ministry.  The training will be held in the church.  

 

LITURGY COMMITTEE MEETING: Friday, 9:45 AM in North end hall [carpeted] Focus:  Advent/Christmas seasons

 

PARISH BAZAAR & WHITE ELEPHANT SALE
Our Annual Fall Bazaar will be held Saturday, November 21 from 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  We are in need of donations of all kinds: Christmas baking, crafts, raffle items and especially items for the Silent Auction.  Please call Terry Smith, 255-8227, for more information.  Help is needed in the kitchen, Bake Table, Silent Auction, Raffles, etc.  Contact Terry Smith, 255-8227. 
One of the highlights of our Annual Christmas Bazaar is the White Elephant Sale, which is held in conjunction with the bazaar.  The White Elephant Sale is sponsored by the St. Gerard’s Knights of Columbus, Council #6488, and is an important means of raising funds for their work of charity in the parish and the community.  Parishioners are asked to clear out their basements, garages, attics and bottom drawers for surplus items and unused treasures that they might be willing to donate to the Knights for this worthwhile cause. Please DO NOT donate any furniture or clothing. Please do not deliver any goods to the parish hall before Friday, November 20.  If pickup is required, please call Paul Farrar, (403) 259-3895

 

Liturgical ‘New Year’s’ Card Party
Saturday, November 28th, in the parish hall.  CRAZY WHIST   Plan to come for an evening of fun and socializing.  We need multiples of ‘4’ because there are 4 people to each table; so get your family & friends to sign up.  Bring your own ‘refreshments’ and food for an hors d’oeuvres ‘potluck’ after mass.  Card party will begin at 7:00 PM.  There might be some great prizes [if anyone wants to donate/solicit some prizes!]!

 

CHOOSE LIFE—CHOOSE DEATH
Question of the Day:

How have I learned to walk through the stages of dying?
 

We must learn how to walk through the stages of dying. We have to grieve over lost friends, relatives, and loves. Death cannot be dealt with through quick answers, religious platitudes, or a stiff upper lip. Dying must be allowed to happen over time, in predictable and necessary stages, both in those who die graciously and in those who love them. Grief is a time where God can fill the tragic gap with something new and totally unexpected. Yet the process cannot be rushed.

 

It is not only the loss of persons that leads to grief, but also the loss of ideals, visions, plans, places, and our very youth. Elisabeth Kubler-Ross helped us name those stages as denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and finally acceptance. Grief work might be one of the most redemptive, and yet still unappreciated, ministries in the church. Thank God, it is being discovered as a time of spacious grace and painful gift.

 

[Fr. Richard Rohr]



 

Adapted from Near Occasions of Grace, p.99

Current Mantra:

Lord, teach me to choose life.
SACRAMENT MEETING FOR PARENTS
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH; 7:00 PM IN THE PARISH HALL

Registration, workbooks, and schedule of events

Please attend if you want to prepare your child for the celebration of sacraments in 2010.

LITURGY CONFERENCE
Saturday, November 21st at St. Mary’s Cathedral
We would like to have as many of our liturgical ministers as possible attending this workshop.  Have you registered yet?  Phone Jan, 253-2251, to get your name on the list! Theme: DEEPENING OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE MASS 

 

A huge THANK YOU to the very small but mighty team of people who put in 6 hours of work assembling 1800 packages for Renovo on Friday Oct 30th.  It is an amazing achievement, and we are so grateful!

 

CHICKEN/MEAT SALE
The annual Knights of Columbus Boxed Meat/Chicken Sale will begin in November. This sale is an important fund raising event for Bishop Klein Council #6488 at St. Gerard’s, and we hope that all members of our Parish will support the Knight’s efforts to fund our charitable work in the Parish and the Community.  Order forms are available in the bulletin or at the hospitality desk.  Order deadline - Saturday, November 21, at 3:00 PM.  Pick up is Friday, November 27 from 4:30 - 6:00 PM.
 

 

 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403) 253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403) 252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403) 281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403) 252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403) 252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403) 252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403) 252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403) 281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist - Patti Dawes (403) 255-7161 





 Reconciliation - Margie Gallagher (403) 697-5390





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403) 253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403) 253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403) 281-3665  


MUSIC – parish office (403) 253-2251



  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir


Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403) 255-7913 


Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403) 253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403) 255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403) 255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays 


Yoga/Meditation –

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















