CHRIST THE KING

November 22, 2009






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$6,700.80

Weekly average, year to date
$7,941.53



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$17,255.65

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$14,779.63

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$24,702.86

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Maureen B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM





CWL Exec Meeting: 7:00 PM




Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Prayer Group: 9:30 AM




Art & Environment Planning Meeting: 9:45 AM



RCIA Catechesis for Dec. & Jan: 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM



Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Sacristan Meeting: 7:00 PM

Thursday
MEMORIAL MASS: 7:00 AM reception to follow



NO MORNING MASS

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM   



Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



Liturgical New Year’s Whist Party: 7:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



Grey Cup!!!

BOOK OF LIFE
You are invited to print in the names of people who have died this past year, and family-grouping names of those who have died in previous years. 
MEMORIAL MASS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH; 7:00 PM …Come and celebrate the lives of family/friends/community members who have died and who now have new life in the fullness of God’s kingdom.  All the names listed in our Book of Remembrance will be read.  Candles will be lit and given to each person in attendance as a symbol of the gift that the deceased have been in our lives.  We invite all our parishioners to join us for this mass, and to bring family & friends.  Please think of someone you know who may want to attend this mass and who might not have a ride; could you make arrangements to pick them up?  There will not be a social in the hall following the mass because we could not find volunteers to host coffee.

 

SUNDAY MISSALS are now available. Cost: $3.00 ea or 2/$5.00.

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD : THE POWER OF A SIMPLE GIFT
Please bring your filled shoeboxes into the parish office or leave them in the gathering area, on or before Monday, November 23.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call Lisa Cronan at (403) 253-1341 and leave a message.

 

Need a Home Visit?
We are fortunate at St. Gerard’s to have Pastoral Care ministry which ensures that all members of our faith family receive communion, even if some are unable to physically join us at Church.  Volunteers visit not only those in care facilities, but those at home too.  To receive communion at home, you need not be terminally ill: volunteers will cheerfully visit you even if your confinement is temporary (i.e. recovering from an operation, an accident, etc.) If you are unable to attend Church and would like a Pastoral Care volunteer to bring communion to you, please contact the office to make arrangements.  

 

Coordinator Needed
Many were disappointed last summer when the annual St. Gerard’s Stampede Breakfast didn’t happen.   In hindsight, the bulletin item in June, which solicited volunteers no later than June 25th, did not emphasize well enough that what was truly needed was a “Coordinator” to oversee the advance planning, promotion, shopping and coordination of volunteers.  As at June 25th, we had only three volunteers and it was decided that the Breakfast could not proceed.
Thank you to those who volunteered last minute to be servers, runners, etc. because we need you too!  But please: If you are able to take a leadership role for this annual event, let the office know no later than Lent that you are willing to be the new Coordinator.  Noreen Young and her crew will happily provide their shopping lists and volunteer contacts from past Stampede Breakfasts to make the transition seamless.  Many thanks go out to Noreen and her angels for their years of Stampede goodwill!  
 

TURKEYS & HAMS FOR LATOUR NATIVE CENTRE CHRISTMAS BASKETS
The Director of the Latour Native Centre, Norline Johnson, will again be organizing Christmas baskets for their clients.  As in previous years, St. Gerard’s Parishioners are invited to contribute turkeys and hams to gift to this ministry.  If you would like to help out, please bring into the parish office a turkey or/and a ham prior to December 17th.  We do have freezers in which to keep frozen meats.  Each year, you have been so generous in your response to this invitation, and each year the Latour Centre offers their heartfelt thanks for the ‘loving-kindness’ of our people.

 

VETERANS’ FOOD COLLECTION
Thank you to all of you who contributed to this food collection.  The Veterans’ Food Bank is very appreciative of our generosity.  A particular shortage that they have is for: jams, marmalades, and canned fruit.  Please keep them in mind.  If you wish to donate to their Food Bank in the future, please phone George at 403-265-6304.  A very special THANK YOU to Paul Rowley and Stan Summer for packing up the donations and taking it up to the Veterans’ Food Bank.  These 2 men are a couple of our parish ‘angels’.

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701

 

WEEKEND EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Because of the temporary suspension of Eucharist from the chalice, there is no longer a need for 7 Eucharistic Ministers to serve communion.  Only 3 extraordinary ministers are now needed to assist the presider.  We ask that at each weekend mass, only 3 people [of the scheduled 7] go to the altar.  When the suspension is removed, we will go back to the scheduled 7 communion ministers.

 

JOY TO THE WORLD
Remember to remind your family and friends of the Joy to the World Ecumenical Advent Service which will be held in our church on Sunday, December 13th at 7:30 PM.  Mark the date on your calendar.  Everyone is welcome.

 

COMMUNITY EASTER CANDLE
This year we will be making our Easter Candle at St. Gerard's. We would like to incorporate a small amount of candle wax from as many parishioners' homes as possible. Preferably this would be a small piece of wax broken off of a candle that you have used. We are only able to use white, unscented candle wax.   Please place this wax in the basket by the hospitality table by Sunday, November 29th. 

STARS FOR CHRISTMAS
The star is a symbol of light. For us, a new light came into the world with the birth of Jesus. We would like to fill the church with stars this Christmas. Imagine a star for every member of our parish. During the weeks of Advent, everyone is invited to come into the parish hall and make and decorate a star. If you aren't able to stay, make your star at home and bring it to us. You are welcome to take some of the materials with you or use some of your own materials from home. 

 
CHICKEN/MEAT SALE
Order Pick up is Friday, November 27 from 4:30 - 6:00 PM.
 

LITURGICAL NEW YEAR’S EVE WHIST PARTY
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH following the evening mass.  Everyone welcome.  Singles, couples, groups of family/friends…all are welcome to come out for this fun event.  We do need to know how many people will be attending in order to know how many tables to set up.  Each table must have 4 players; however, you do not have to come with a group of 4!!!  People are assigned tables at random when they register.  Please give your name/s to Anna Schultz, 403-255-8794 or Jan Gallant, 403-253-2251 or Doreen Yochim, 403-252-4685, asap.  You are asked to bring your own refreshments [liquid] and a contribution to a potluck meal which will follow the 5:00 PM mass.  Table snacks will be provided during the card party. The card party will begin at 7:00 PM.  The game will be CRAZY WHIST – lots of fun & not at all serious!  Donation of $5.00/player to cover prizes & snacks.
LITURGICAL QUESTION:

Why is Saturday, November 28th the ‘new year’s eve’ on the church calendar?  Why is the ‘church’ new year different from the universally accepted monthly ‘calendar’ new year?  Submit your answer to Doreen@stgerards.ca.   The parish Liturgy Committee will choose one submission and publish the answer in the bulletin.
 

GREY CUP POOL TICKETS - $1.00 each

Available in the hall after Sunday Masses.  Additional tickets available from Liz Herman, (403) 252-4067.

  

CHRIST THE KING  

 

According to the Gospels and the image that the evangelists present to us of Jesus, what is Jesus’ model of ‘kingship’?  Is it pomp and circumstance?  Is it riches and privileged lifestyle?  Is it big homes, expensive furnishings, and new vehicles?  Is it elite clubs and exotic holidays?  As the Christian community approaches the seasons of Advent and Christmas, perhaps it would serve us well to read the 4 gospels in an attempt to re-shape our image of ‘kingship’ according to the model of Jesus.  As we prepare to celebrate the incarnation of God, what should we understand about the incarnated God?
In John’s gospel, Jesus says “My kingdom does not belong to this world”.  Where is this kingdom then?  If we are truly to be Disciples of Christ, had we better not identify what the ‘real’ kingdom is and live within that ‘kingdom’?  When we name Jesus as ‘Christ the King’, what are we meaning?  Do we understand that Jesus is worthy of our worship?  Do we understand that Jesus is deserving of our service?  Do we understand ‘service’ to be modeled on the Jesus of the gospels?...no concern for self, but total concern for others?...feeding the hungry, defending the innocent, taking care of the sick, giving comfort to the grieving, affirming the disenfranchised?

 

“Who in authority today exemplifies servanthood?  Why is it that Mother Teresa could stand up before crowds of thousands and simply repeat simple New Testament phrases, and blow people away?!  She didn’t say anything new:  “Jesus loves you,” she assured us. “We’re sons and daughters of God and we have to love Jesus’ poor.” Yet people walked out renewed, transformed and converted.  She wasn’t a priest.  She wasn’t well-educated.  Her authority came from her life-style and her pure goodness.

 

Servanthood with basic holiness is the true basis of authority in the Church, much more than title, vestment, office, or ordination.  It has the authority of Jesus himself.”  [Fr. Richard Rohr].  Let’s not make the mistake of giving a secular meaning, as opposed to the Good News portrait, to ‘Christ the King’.

TO ST. GERARD’S PARISHIONERS, 

 

I am writing to thank you all for the lovely Welcome you gave me and my team, during our Week of Guided Prayer in St. Gerard's. It was a busy and happy time for us, and Colleen, Sonya, Lois and I are missing all those we met for spiritual accompaniment. We are holding you in our hearts and prayers as the weeks progress into Advent.

 

We also thank Doreen, Bogdan and Jan, for your constant care and support throughout the week. Your careful planning helped it run smoothly and efficiently for us. Please keep us in your prayers and I'm sure we'll be seeing you again some time. 

 

With love and gratitude - Sr. Cecilia fcj

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403) 253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403) 252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403) 281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403) 252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403) 252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403) 252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403) 252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403) 281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist - Patti Dawes (403) 255-7161 





 Reconciliation - Margie Gallagher (403) 697-5390





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403) 253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403) 253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403) 281-3665  


MUSIC – parish office (403) 253-2251



  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir


Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403) 255-7913 


Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403) 253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403) 255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403) 255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays 


Yoga/Meditation –

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















