TWENTYSEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

October 4, 2009






Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$6,406.25

Weekly average, year to date
$7,930.13



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

 

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$15,313.39

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$12,713.00

St. Vincent de Paul to date:




$19,780.73

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass

Tuesday
FUNERAL MASS FOR BRENDAN VEILLEUX: 10:00 AM



Card Party: 9:45—11:30 AM



Book Club: 7:30 PM



CWL Exec Meeting: 7:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
No Mass



Knights of Columbus Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday
No Mass



Scripture Study (Gospel of John) 9:45 AM, Sr. Darlene Madore, fcj 



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 



Parish Pastoral Council Meeting: 1:00 PM  

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #2 for October 10/11

Saturday, 5:00 P.M.: Catherine Dilan, Lorraine Brown, Liz Dobberthien, Louella Pethrick, Vern Smith, Trina Joevenazzo, Peggy Loescher

 

Sunday 9:00 A.M. Mass: Randy and Irene Langille, Donna Scott, Erika David, Miguela Lammerhirt, Noreen Young, Teresa Cone

 

Sunday 11:00 A.M. Mass: Shauna Bedard, Joshua Bedard, Karen and Doug Grabham, Lorne and Lorraine Carlson, Rosemary Fennell

 

FAITHFUL FRIENDS

Sunday Oct 4—2:30 -4:00 PM

3 to 8 year olds

God made each of us special.  Come and learn how to take care of your body, mind and soul.  Join us for an afternoon of crafts, games, singing and snacking.

 

OCTOBERFEST – fund-raiser planned by the RENOVO Social Committee.

Mark your calendars and plan to attend…

GOOD FOOD; GOOD FUN; GOOD MUSIC!
Saturday, October 24th; tickets will be available after weekend masses 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN

Come & spend the next few Thursday mornings growing in an understanding of this gospel.  Sessions are in the parish hall, following morning mass.  Sr. Darlene Madore is our instructor/guide through this gospel.  This is an excellent opportunity for some faith formation.  Bring a bible, if you have one.  Bibles are available for sale in the parish office; we also have bibles that you may borrow.

 

GLENMORE CAREWEST PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY

More teams of 2 would be a welcome addition to this ministry.  Husband/wife teams; friends; ministry acquaintances – please consider offering your assistance.  Service: Making Eucharistic visits to Glenmore Auxiliary on Tuesdays, after morning mass, approximately once every second month.

Meeting for this ministry on: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21ST, following morning mass.  Please continue the schedule rotation until this meeting.

 

ST. GERARD PARISH GRIEF GROUP…

A 5 week/session support group

Meetings are Friday mornings from 9:45 – 11:30 AM

October 23rd; 30th; November 6th; 13th; 20th
At St. Gerard Catholic Church parish hall

Everyone is welcome, but registration is necessary

This group is suitable for people who have experienced a loss through death at least 6 months ago or longer.  Experience has shown that maximum help occurs beginning at least 6 months after a death.  The group is for people who are interested in support as they move through the grief process with people who are sharing the same experience.  Our relationship with God may deepen as we journey through our grief. The group will provide an opportunity to be with people who care, who want to learn from one another, and who find solace in the compassionate presence of others.

 

Fall Renewal 2009

Sept. 16th to Sept. 27th, “Christ has no hands on earth but yours.”
We wish to offer a huge “THANK YOU” to all those who used their hands and their gift of self to make our Fall Renewal a time of Reflection, Fun and Friendship.

Our sincere appreciation goes to all those who took part in any of the activities - either as workers or as guests. We hope you enjoyed the time spent with each other, and that you have deepened your understanding of God’s call to each of us to use the gifts we have been given in the service of others.
                                 ST. GERARD’S STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

 

The CWL would like to thank all members and parishioners for their contributions and purchases at our Bake Sale held on September 13.  The proceeds of $804.00 will help our 2009 pledge to Renovo.  Thanks to everyone for all your help.
                           Dorothy Daignault—Treasurer 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT CURLING

Begins Friday, October 16 at 7:00 PM

Acadia Recreation Centre

Contact James or Julia Schmidt, (403) 251-3990

 

We would like to express our sincere thanks and heartfelt appreciation for all the kindness, prayers, mass offerings and sympathy cards during the illness and death of our dear friend, Mary Delaney.  We wish to offer a special thank you to those of you who helped us with her meals during her hospital stay and to all who participated in the beautiful celebration of her life.  It was much appreciated.
                                 Geraldine and Phil Maltby

 

CLERGY STUDY DAYS 

Monday, October 5 – Thursday, October 8, our pastor will be away this week at Priest Study Days.  Please keep all our diocesan clergy in your prayers as they spend their week in further faith formation.

 

PREPARING OUR FAMILIES FOR THE CELEBRATION OF SACRAMENTS

As the Church has constantly taught and has emphasized again within Vatican II and in subsequent Church documents, parents have the primary responsibility to educate their children in the faith. Parents should not underestimate their prophetic anointing in this regard. The catechetical education that parents provide their children, whether it is at bedtime or at dinner or while riding in the car, bears the imprint of the Holy Spirit and will bear the Spirit’s fruit.

As a family, it is important to determine when to prepare for a sacrament.  This decision should be based on various factors: readiness/desire of the child; sufficient time to devote to preparation; availability of family members from ‘away’ whom you wish to come for the celebration.  There is no rigid age/grade requirement for a child whom parents want to prepare for a sacrament.  Common sense and family commitments will indicate the ideal time.

For families who wish to prepare for celebrations in 2010, this is the tentative schedule for St. Gerard Parish families:

·       REGISTRATION for the sacraments of Baptism [for school-aged children], Confirmation, 1st Eucharist, & Reconciliation: Monday, November 16th; 7:00 PM in the parish hall

·       Families preparing for sacraments will be expected to participate in our parish mission, March 7th – 9th, 2010

·       Families will be given sacramental workbooks at the registration, and will journey through the materials in the workbook with their child

·       CONFIRMATION will be celebrated on Saturday, June 12th, 2010.  Associated events: 2 retreat/activity days [May/June]; liturgical ministry weekend [weekend of May 23rd & June 26th]; hospitality service [weekend of April 25th]

·       1ST EUCHARIST may be celebrated at any weekend mass after the Easter weekend in 2010.  Associated events: Retreat: Saturday, January 23rd; Bread Celebration: weekend of February 6th; pretzel making for Holy Thursday mass & Supper with Jesus & friends…Wednesday, March 31st.

·       1ST RECONCILIATION Retreat & celebration of the sacrament: Saturday, March 13th, 2010.

If parents have questions, please contact Doreen Yochim at 253-2251 or doreen@stgerards.ca
 

St. Gerard’s Book Club

The evening Book Club will resume this Tuesday, October 6th at 7:30 PM.  We meet regularly on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month.  Everyone is welcome!  Our chosen book for this first session is “Simplicity” by Richard Rohr.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pat at pjamnicz@yahoo.ca or call the parish office for more information.  Books will be available in the parish office

 

PARISH PASTORAL CARE FORMATION

Friday, October 16th; 10:30 AM in St. Gerard’s parish hall

·
For all people in the parish who currently are involved in one of the pastoral care ministries...

·
For anyone who may be interested in becoming a pastoral care volunteer...

·
Norline Johnson, from the Diocesan Health Care Apostolate, will be the presenter of this workshop.

 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

Join us for this lovely prayer form.  Introduction/renewing sessions are on Wednesday, October 14th & Wednesday, October 28th.  Facilitator for these 2 sessions: Mrs. Engeline Piet…trained Christian Meditation facilitator.  ALL are welcome; this is a prayer form comfortable for both women and men.  We all can benefit from learning the value of ‘sacred silence’.

Contemplation is the only way to come back to unitive consciousness, to experience the primal, in-depth oneness of all things with God. It allows us to overcome the illusion that we are separate and to see the enchanted universe as inherently sacred and filled with meanings. Without it, the world is an empty place, and we have to create all the meanings by ourselves.  God is not out there!   For me, that is the enchanted universe that we have to see. The pattern of the universe is that we are one and that it is radically okay. God is on our side.  [Fr. Richard Rohr]

 

STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL REFLECTION

Last week our Stewardship committee brought in an inspiring and faith-filled woman to help our parish refocus on its mandate to be Christ’s presence in the world around us.  Dr. Lucy Miller, Chief Superintendent for the Calgary Catholic School system, used Psalm 23 to challenge those in attendance in a most interesting manner.  Using Psalm 23, Lucy nudged us to a consciousness-awareness of what it means to truly be Christ’s disciples in our world; I am sure that those of us who listened to her reflections will never again pray/hear/sing Psalm 23 or the prayer of St. Theresa of Avila without thinking about how we are measuring up to that goal.

· Do we consciously think of ourselves as ‘shepherds’?  To our family, to our friends, to our neighbors, to our co-workers, to the people in our church community?

· [your name] is my shepherd; I shall want for nothing…can the people in my life say this about me?

· Beside restful waters [your name] leads me; [your name] refreshes my soul…have I brought peace/restfulness to someone’s life recently?   How have I refreshed the soul of my partner? My child? My neighbor? My parent?

· [your name] guides me in right paths…am I a living model of the Jesus of the gospels – caring for, with genuine love, those who are in need?

· Even though I walk in a dark valley, I fear no evil for [your name] is by my side…am I a dependable, supportive, genuine friend? Spouse? Community member? Employee?

· [your name] spreads the table before me…am I a truly hospitable person?  Do I welcome everyone, whether they believe as I do or not?  Do I recognize that the ‘table’ is God’s table?  Do I realize that God’s ‘table’ excludes no one?

· [your name] anoints my head with oil…do I ‘bless’ others with my presence, in my actions, in my words, in my prayers, and in my private thoughts?

· If I truly strive to be an authentic disciple of Christ, I and all the people whose lives I touch will know that: only goodness and kindness will surround me all the days of my life…
· And we shall all dwell in the house of the Lord…if I reflect the kindness and beauty and love of God to the people in my life, they will all be enveloped in the glory of God’s kingdom here on earth

 

Our Stewardship Committee has provided all of us with opportunities this month to celebrate our identity as a parish family and to refocus & recommit to supporting our family in whatever ways we are able to contribute.  Thank you to the people on this committee for their hard work and their joyful service.  As we look at all the ‘hands’ around our ‘home’ and all the pictures of hands doing what hands do, we are reminded of God’s bountiful presence in our midst..

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403) 253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403) 252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403) 281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403) 252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403) 252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403) 252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403) 252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403) 281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist - Patti Dawes (403) 255-7161 





 Reconciliation - Margie Gallagher (403) 697-5390





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403) 253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403) 253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403) 281-3665  


MUSIC – parish office (403) 253-2251



  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir


Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403) 255-7913 


Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403) 253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403) 255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403) 255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays 


Yoga/Meditation –

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















