TWENTYEIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

October 11, 2009






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$10,176.66

Weekly average, year to date
$7,986.13



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$16,181.52

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$12,888.10

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$19,780.73
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



THANKSGIVING DAY - OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday
FUNERAL MASS for Jim Pickard: 10:00 AM   





CWL Meeting: 7:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Jean D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Scripture Study: 9:45 AM with Sr. Darlene Madore, fcj (Gospel of John)



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Feast of St. Gerard’s Mass: 9:30 AM 



Coffee Social following Mass  



Pastoral Care Workshop: 10:30 AM



Liturgy Committee Meeting: 1:00 PM

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday 
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #3 for October 17/18

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Laurance Daignault, Margaret Steel, Elsie Shepherd, Jill Moroney, Peggy Loescher, Kris Cipriano, Lucy Just 

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Anne McCluskey, Allan and Jilaine Boras, Kerry and Yvette Hope, Bobi-Jean Varner, Rita Whitney

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Carol Scott, Joe and Jacqui Guerin, Mike Lamacchia, Patricia Smith, Michele Luit, Anna Schultz 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
Next Sunday is a time for all Catholics to support the Church’s mission through the Society of the Propagation of the Faith.  Through its mission societies, the Church is present in 144 countries with 1100 missions, reaching the poor, the sick and the marginalized.

OCTOBERFEST – fund-raiser planned by the RENOVO Social Committee.

GOOD FOOD; GOOD FUN; GOOD MUSIC!
Saturday, October 24th; tickets will be available after weekend masses.  Tickets: $20.00, contact Anna Schultz, (403) 255-8794. 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
Come & spend the next few Thursday mornings growing in an understanding of this gospel.  Sessions are in the parish hall, following morning mass.  Sr. Darlene Madore is our instructor/guide through this gospel.  This is an excellent opportunity for some faith formation.  Bring a bible, if you have one.  Bibles are available for sale in the parish office; we also have bibles that you may borrow.

 

CWL GENERAL MEETING: Tuesday, October 12th at 7:00 PM

Membership Drive is on October 17th & 18th – ladies will be available, after all masses, to collect our $20.00 fees and answer any questions from potential new members. Time will be spent writing letters to the government regarding Euthanasia & Prolife. Please bring Kleenex or hand sanitizer for the homeless shelters – they can be of any size.

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION
Introduction: this Wednesday, October 14th; 1:30 PM in the Jubilee Room.  All are welcome; come & experience this beautiful, peace-filled prayer form.  Mrs. Engeline Piet, trained Christian Meditation leader, will be guiding the first 2 sessions here, on October 14th & 28th.  This is a good opportunity to give Meditation a try to see if it is a prayer form that you like and will use.

“In meditation, we are all beginners.  The mystery into which it leads us is a personal mystery, the mystery of our own personhood, which finds its completion in the person of Christ.”  [John Main, OSB]

 

THE FEAST OF OUR PATRON: ST. GERARD
Traditionally, October 16th was celebrated in the Catholic Church as the feast of St. Gerard.  As a reminder to us of our patron in the heavenly communion of saints, we will offer coffee & cinnamon buns on Friday, October 16th, following morning mass.  If anyone would like to bake a dozen or two of cinnamon buns to share, please contact Doreen in the parish office.  Help would be appreciated with: making/serving coffee; readying the tables; clean up.  Make a point of coming to mass next Friday and thanking God for the model/example of Gerard Majella.

 

PASTORAL CARE WORKSHOP

Topic: “The Spirituality of the Pastoral Care Giver”.  
Friday, October 16th; 10:30 AM in St. Gerard’s parish hall.

For all people who currently do pastoral care, in any capacity, in our parish community, and for any persons who are interested in becoming part of a pastoral care ministry.  We are very much in need of more ‘serving hands’ for pastoral care.  Bring your spouse, or a friend/acquaintance, or a son/daughter…it is always easier to be sent out ‘two by two’.  And we plan to feed participants well!! Come to this 2-hour workshop; presenter: Norline Johnson, Diocesan Health Care Apostolate.

ST. GERARD PARISH GRIEF GROUP…
a 5 week/session support group
meeting Friday mornings from 9:45 – 11:30 AM
October 23rd; 30th; November 6th; 13th; 20th
at St. Gerard Catholic Church parish hall
Everyone is welcome, but registration is necessary
This group is suitable for people who have experienced a loss through death at least 6 months ago or longer.  Experience has shown that maximum help occurs beginning at least 6 months after a death.  The group is for people who are interested in support as they move through the grief process with people who are sharing the same experience.  Our relationship with God may deepen as we journey through our grief. The group will provide an opportunity to be with people who care, who want to learn from one another, and who find solace in the compassionate presence of others. 

 

PREPARING OUR FAMILIES FOR THE CELEBRATION OF SACRAMENTS
As the Church has constantly taught and has emphasized again within Vatican II and in subsequent Church documents, parents have the primary responsibility to educate their children in the faith. Parents should not underestimate their prophetic anointing in this regard. The catechetical education that parents provide their children, whether it is at bedtime or at dinner or while riding in the car, bears the imprint of the Holy Spirit and will bear the Spirit’s fruit.  As a family, it is important to determine when to prepare for a sacrament.  This decision should be based on various factors: readiness/desire of the child; sufficient time to devote to preparation; availability of family members from ‘away’ whom you wish to come for the celebration.  There is no rigid age/grade requirement for a child whom parents want to prepare for a sacrament.  Common sense and family commitments will indicate the ideal time. For families who wish to prepare for celebrations in 2010, this is the tentative schedule for St. Gerard Parish families:

·       REGISTRATION for the sacraments of Baptism [for school-aged children], Confirmation, 1st Eucharist, & Reconciliation: Monday, November 16th; 7:00 PM in the parish hall

·       Families preparing for sacraments will be expected to participate in our parish mission, March 7th – 9th, 2010

·       Families will be given sacramental workbooks at the registration, and will journey through the materials in the workbook with their child

·       CONFIRMATION will be celebrated on Saturday, June 12th, 2010.  Associated events: 2 retreat/activity days [May/June]; liturgical ministry weekend [weekend of May 23rd & June 26th]; hospitality service [weekend of April 25th]

·       1ST EUCHARIST may be celebrated at any weekend mass after the Easter weekend in 2010.  Associated events: Retreat: Saturday, January 23rd; Bread Celebration: weekend of February 6th; pretzel making for Holy Thursday mass & Supper with Jesus & friends…Wednesday, March 31st.

·       1ST RECONCILIATION Retreat & celebration of the sacrament: Saturday, March 13th, 2010.

If parents have questions, please contact Doreen Yochim at 253-2251 or doreen@stgerards.ca
 

GLENMORE CARE WEST PASTORAL CARE TEAM
Wednesday, October 21st, following morning mass: a short meeting to confirm the schedule for the next few months.  More teams of 2 would be most welcome – so encourage others to come.  The more teams we have, the less often each team visits the Glenmore Auxiliary.  This Eucharistic visiting occurs on Tuesdays after the morning mass.

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING MORE FAMILIAR WITH SCRIPTURE?  

DO YOU LIKE WINE & CHEESE?
Come & give God’s Word a chance!   Learning to be comfortable with the Bible is such a blessing in one’s life.  Consider giving an evening Scripture Study program a try.  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21ST; 7:30 PM in the parish hall.  The study this fall is THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.  Traditionally, it has been described as ‘The letter from Paul to the Hebrews’.  But there is a mystery here: this writing is not a letter; it was not written by Paul; and it was not written to the Hebrews.  So, our challenge is to discover the ‘real’ writing.  Hebrews is a Christological study, and, as such, is an appropriate writing to become more familiar with as we journey through the Year of the Priest.

A SPECIAL NEED:
Do you know sign language, or do you know someone who does?  Please talk with Jean Louis, our 11:00 AM choir leader.

 

HELP NEEDED: we are in need of furniture and household items for a family of 4.  If you can help please call, Elaine Warholm at (403) 252-3883.

 

FRIDAY NIGHT CURLING
Begins Friday, October 16 at 7:00 PM, in the Acadia Recreation Centre

Contact James or Julia Schmidt, (403) 251-3990

 

PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING
Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D.

     At your baptism you were marked with oil as a sign that you are consecrated to God and anointed by the Holy Spirit. Your anointing also was a sign that you are joined to Christ and share in his threefold mission as prophet, priest, and king.

     The Israelites anointed their priests and kings with oil. They spoke of their prophets as being anointed with the spirit. Jesus, known as the Christ, the anointed one, fills all three roles. According to Luke, at the outset of his public ministry, Jesus read from Isaiah and claimed that the words referred to him:  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. Luke 4:18

     A prophet is a messenger sent by God, a person who speaks for God. He or she witnesses to God, calls people to conversion, and may also foretell the future. Prophets often are killed for their message.

     Jesus fits this description. He is none other than the Word of God in the flesh. He called the world to turn from sin and return to the Father and was put to death for it. In Scripture Jesus is presented as a prophet. Crowds identified him as “Jesus the prophet” (Matthew 21:11). He spoke of himself as a prophet: “No prophet is accepted in his own native place” (Luke 4:24). He foretold his passion and resurrection.

     A priest is a mediator, or bridge, between God and human beings. He offers sacrifice to God on behalf of all. Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the Jewish high priest would go into the Holy of Holies in the Temple. There he offered sacrifice to God to make up for his sins and the sins of the people.

      The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews compared Jesus to Melchizedek, a   mysterious, superior priest in the Old Testament who blessed Abraham. Jesus is the greatest high priest. Because he is both divine and human, Jesus is the perfect mediator. He is not only the perfect priest, holy and sinless, but the perfect sacrifice. The sacrifice of Jesus need never be made again. Jesus “entered once for all into the sanctuary, not with the blood of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption” (Hebrews 9:12).  Jesus continues his role as priest. “He is always able to save those who approach God through him, since he lives forever to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).

     A king is a person who has supreme authority over a territory. When the Jewish people were ruled by kings, they became a nation. They longed for a Messiah who would again make them great.
     Jesus is spoken of as a king in the Gospels. Gabriel announced to Mary that the Lord God would give her son the throne of David his father, and he would rule over the house of Jacob forever. Magi looked for a newborn king of the Jews. When Jesus last entered Jerusalem, crowds hailed him as a king. He was arrested for making himself king and the soldiers mocked him as one. When Pilate asked if he were king of the Jews, Jesus replied, “You say so,” and he clarified, “My kingdom does not belong to this world” (John 18:36). The charge written against Jesus was “Jesus the Nazorean, the King of the Jews.” Jesus announced the kingdom of God. His mission was to have God reign in the hearts of all and to have peace and justice in the world. Jesus exercised his royal office by serving. 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403) 253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403) 252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403) 281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403) 252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403) 252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403) 252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403) 252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403) 281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist - Patti Dawes (403) 255-7161 





 Reconciliation - Margie Gallagher (403) 697-5390





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403) 253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403) 253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403) 281-3665  


MUSIC – parish office (403) 253-2251



  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir


Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403) 255-7913 


Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403) 253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403) 255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403) 255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays 


Yoga/Meditation –

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















