TWENTYNINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

October 18, 2009






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$8,196.15

Weekly average, year to date
$7,991.41



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$16,402.52

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$13,107.45

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$19,780.73
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



INN FROM THE COLD

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Maureen B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM


Mission Team Meeting: 9:45 AM
   

Book Club: 7:30 PM



Baptismal Prep: 7:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Prayer Group: 9:30 AM
Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Glenmore Care West Meeting: 9:45 AM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM (Hebrews)

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Maureen B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Scripture Study: 9:45 AM Sr. Darlene Madore, fcj (Gospel of John)



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 



Grief Group: 9:45 AM

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



OCTOBERFEST following Mass
Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



RITE OF ACCEPTANCE: 11:00 AM


EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #4 for October 24/25

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Laurance Daignault, Lorna Stinn, Ernie Shaw, Greg Joevenazzo, Catherine Dilan, Jill Moroney, Corinne Dilan 

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Kerry and Yvette Hope, James Sinnott, Riley and Penny Wight, John Skelton, Erika David

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Lorna Delaney, Anita Durand, JoAnn Mulligan, Agnes Bedard, Ken Moen, Wayne and Claudette Nicolas 

 

PASTORAL CARE [EUCHARISTIC VISITS] TO GLENMORE CAREWEST
St. Gerard’s assigned day to take Eucharist to the patients at Glenmore Auxiliary is TUESDAYS.  Each Tuesday, after morning mass, 2 people from our parish fulfill this ministry.  We would like to encourage more of our members to join this ministry.  Are you available one Tuesday morning every couple of months?  Do you have a spouse, a friend, a family member who would assist you in this ministry?

There will be a scheduling meeting on Wednesday morning, October 21st after morning mass.  All interested people, including current team members are asked to come to this gathering.

 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
Come & spend the next few Thursday mornings growing in an understanding of this gospel.  Sessions are in the parish hall, following morning mass.  Sr. Darlene Madore is our instructor/guide through this gospel.  This is an excellent opportunity for some faith formation.  Bring a bible, if you have one.  Bibles are available for sale in the parish office; we also have bibles that you may borrow.

PARISH MISSION TEAM MEETING
The first meeting for the Mission Team is scheduled for next Tuesday, Oct 20 after Mass about 9:45 AM.  All members of the Mission Team are invited to attend this initial gathering for the purpose of putting in place the basic structure for our parish mission in March 2010.  Anyone interested in helping out with this upcoming mission may give their name & phone number to Ron & Donna Scott.

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION
The group has decided to gather every Wednesday, beginning this Wednesday, October 21st at 1:30 PM in the Jubilee Room.  Everyone is welcome.  Come and experience this gentle, quiet prayer form that has been a part of all major faiths of the world, and part of the Christian tradition since the time of the Desert Fathers/Mothers.

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING MORE FAMILIAR WITH SCRIPTURE?  

DO YOU LIKE WINE & CHEESE?
Come & give God’s Word a chance!   Learning to be comfortable with the Bible is such a blessing in one’s life.  Consider giving an evening Scripture Study program a try.  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21ST; 7:30 PM in the parish hall.  The study this fall is THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.  Traditionally, it has been described as ‘The letter from Paul to the Hebrews’.  But there is a mystery here: this writing is not a letter; it was not written by Paul; and it was not written to the Hebrews.  So, our challenge is to discover the ‘real’ writing.  Hebrews is a Christological study, and, as such, is an appropriate writing to become more familiar with as we journey through the Year of the Priest.

ST. GERARD GRIEF GROUP
A 5 WEEK support group for people who have experienced the death of someone close to them.  These 5 mornings are a time to remember that which unites us with those who have died, and a time to share and understand the process of grief.  This group is open to all, members of our parish and anyone outside the parish who may need the support of such a group.

Beginning next Friday, October 23rd; 9:45 AM in the parish hall.  To register, please call the parish office at 253-2251.

 

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE
Next Sunday at the 11:00 AM mass, Ms Jodie van de Sype will be welcomed as a catechumen in the RCIA.  Jodie has been journeying as a pre-catechumenate since the spring.  Jodie’s sponsor/mentor is Mrs. Zena Hannouche.  Please keep Jodie in your prayers during the coming months.  Make a point of introducing yourself to Jodie at some time in the coming weeks, and welcome & support her in this exciting spiritual journey which she has undertaken.  Jodie is a teacher, so it would be very nice for some of the teachers in our parish to ‘take Jodie under their wings’.

Would you like to help with the RCIA ministry?  We are in need of Sending Forth/Dismissal leaders.  Contact Lili Szakony at sz.lili@shaw.ca  We are in need of people to facilitate catechetical sessions, beginning the 1st Sunday of Advent.  Materials/guidelines will be provided.  Contact Doreen Yochim at doreen@stgerards.ca 

 

PARISH BAZAAR
Saturday, November 21st…Baking; Crafts; White Elephant Table; Delicious Lunch foods

 

PREPARING OUR FAMILIES FOR THE CELEBRATION OF SACRAMENTS
As the Church has constantly taught and has emphasized again within Vatican II and in subsequent Church documents, parents have the primary responsibility to educate their children in the faith. Parents should not underestimate their prophetic anointing in this regard. The catechetical education that parents provide their children, whether it is at bedtime or at dinner or while riding in the car, bears the imprint of the Holy Spirit and will bear the Spirit’s fruit.  As a family, it is important to determine when to prepare for a sacrament.  This decision should be based on various factors: readiness/desire of the child; sufficient time to devote to preparation; availability of family members from ‘away’ whom you wish to come for the celebration.  There is no rigid age/grade requirement for a child whom parents want to prepare for a sacrament.  Common sense and family commitments will indicate the ideal time. For families who wish to prepare for celebrations in 2010, this is the tentative schedule for St. Gerard Parish families:

·       REGISTRATION for the sacraments of Baptism [for school-aged children], Confirmation, 1st Eucharist, & Reconciliation: Monday, November 16th; 7:00 PM in the parish hall

·       Families preparing for sacraments will be expected to participate in our parish mission, March 7th – 9th, 2010

·       Families will be given sacramental workbooks at the registration, and will journey through the materials in the workbook with their child

·       CONFIRMATION will be celebrated on Saturday, June 12th, 2010.  Associated events: 2 retreat/activity days [May/June]; liturgical ministry weekend [weekend of May 23rd & June 26th]; hospitality service [weekend of April 25th]

·       1ST EUCHARIST may be celebrated at any weekend mass after the Easter weekend in 2010.  Associated events: Retreat: Saturday, January 23rd; Bread Celebration: weekend of February 6th; pretzel making for Holy Thursday mass & Supper with Jesus & friends…Wednesday, March 31st.

·       1ST RECONCILIATION Retreat & celebration of the sacrament: Saturday, March 13th, 2010.

If parents have questions, contact Doreen Yochim at 253-2251 or doreen@stgerards.ca
 

THE TABLE OF HOPE: 

A Liturgy Conference 

Offered by the Calgary Diocesan Liturgy Commission

Deepening our Understanding of the Mass: presenters – Father Bill Burke [Director of the National Liturgy Office] & Bernadette Gasslein [Editor of “Celebrate” Liturgy magazine]

Saturday, November 21st at St. Mary’s Cathedral; 9:15 AM – 6:00 PM

St. Gerard’s Parish Liturgy Committee would like to encourage our parishioners’ attendance at this conference, particularly those who are involved in any of the liturgical ministries: hospitality/ushers; music; altar servers; sacristans, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, environment.  We will register people from our parish as a group, so if you plan to attend, please register with Jan in the parish office 253-2251, jan@stgerards.ca. There is a cost involved for this conference, so please do not register unless you are sure that you are able to attend. 

 

MISSING [hopefully not stolen]

Less than a month ago, a car window was broken and a purse was stolen from the backseat of the car…all this on a busy day, with lots of people around.  The office staff has been notified of a couple of incidents in the last weeks of coats going missing from the coat rack in the Gathering area.  This may possibly be a cause of simply taking the wrong coat, and that coat being returned when the mistake is discovered.  However, if we do have a thief/thieves coming into our facility, it is the responsibility of all of us to be alert.  If you are suspicious of someone’s actions, look into the situation.  Ushers/hospitality ministers – keep an eye on the premises.  Perhaps we should be keeping the hall doors locked so that entry has to be through the main church doors.  It is sad that we cannot be trusting of everyone, especially in our church family environment, however, that is the reality of life.  So please be attentive to our facility so that the safety of one and all and the safety of our belongings are intact.

  
A WAY OF PRAYING
Would you like to deepen your prayer life with the help of a team of trained prayer guides?  Come along to:
A WEEK OF GUIDED PRAYER
WHAT DO WE HAVE TO DO?

     Each person taking part in these “Weeks” will undertake:


*to try to pray for about 30 minutes each day on their own


*to come to the meeting place from Monday to Friday

     On the first Sunday, you are asked to come for about one hour, and on the last Saturday, for about the same time.  On these occasions we meet as a group.

     On the other days, Monday to Friday, you are asked to come to the meeting place for half an hour to have an individual chat with your prayer guide.  Your guide will arrange your half hour to suit you, and the chat will be   relaxed, private and informal.

      Trained in Spiritual Direction and retreat work with the Jesuits in England and Wales, Sr. Cecilia Connolly, FCJ delights in meeting so many people on their spiritual journey.  With over 30 years of teaching in Scotland, England and the Channel Islands, Cecilia has become more and more aware of the need to accompany others in prayer and retreat work.

 

A WEEK OF GUIDED PRAYER:  the opportunity to deepen your prayer life with the help of a team of trained prayer guides; the week of November 1st – 7th, in our parish hall
 

Knit/Crochet for our adopted families!!
Want to learn how to knit or crochet?               

Already know and willing to share?

Got wool?

Would you like to learn, teach, just join in, or even work at home on Afghans, shawls, cotton dishcloths, scarves, mitts, etc.?

If you are interested in making, or learning to make “Gifts of Love” for families moving from homelessness into their own homes or otherwise in need of a loving gift of warmth and comfort, contact Pat at pjamnicz@yahoo.ca or call the parish office.

 

A SPECIAL NEED:
Do you know sign language, or do you know someone who does?  Please talk with Jean Louis, our 11:00 AM choir leader.

 

HELP NEEDED: we are in need of furniture and household items for a family of 4.  If you can help please call Elaine Warholm at (403) 252-3883.

 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403) 253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403) 252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403) 281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403) 252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403) 252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403) 252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403) 252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403) 281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist - Patti Dawes (403) 255-7161 





 Reconciliation - Margie Gallagher (403) 697-5390





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403) 253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403) 253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403) 281-3665  


MUSIC – parish office (403) 253-2251



  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir


Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403) 255-7913 


Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403) 253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403) 255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403) 255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays 


Yoga/Meditation –

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















