THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

October 25, 2009






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$7,638.35

Weekly average, year to date
$7,983.01



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$16,455.52

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$13,306.98

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$19,780.73
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.)



Mass: 9:00 AM




Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Prayer Group: 9:30 AM



Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Knights of Columbus Exec Meeting: 7:30 PM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM (Hebrews)

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Doreen Y.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Scripture Study: Gospel of John: 9:45 AM, Sr. Darlene Madore, fcj



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 



Grief Group: 9:45 AM

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM


Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



Week of Guided Prayer begins




REMEMBER: TURN CLOCKS BACK 2:00 AM SUNDAY MORNING!


A WEEK OF GUIDED PRAYER
Deepen your prayer life.  Sign up for the week of Guided Prayer offered here at St. Gerard’s Parish during the first week of November. On Sunday, November 1st, the participants will meet for approximately an hour [at 2:00 PM] with Sr. Cecilia Connolly to introduce you to your Prayer Mentor and to outline the week’s schedule.  Monday to Friday, participants will come to the parish for a half hour individual chat with the prayer guide.  The appointment times are set to suit the participant, and the chat will be relaxed, informal and confidential.  On Saturday, all the participants will again meet with Sr. Cecilia for about an hour [at 10:00 am] to wrap up the week’s experience. This is a wonderful opportunity to ‘update’ your prayer profile; we are very fortunate to have Sr. Cecilia and her team available to provide this opportunity for us.

LAY PRAYER PRESIDERS
The Parish Liturgy Committee is offering a training/formation session for people who preside at Funeral Prayer Vigils, and for anyone who would like to train for this ministry.  Bogdan is offering this session on Thursday, November 12th, from 6:30 – 7:30 PM in the church.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
THE RITE OF ACCEPTANCE
Candidate: Ms. Jodie Van De Sype

Sponsor: Mrs. Zena Hannouche

Jodie requests that the people of our parish support and assist her as she prepares for initiation [Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist] into the Catholic faith community.  We, the members of St. Gerard’s faith family, welcome Jodie and pledge to support her and to help her on this spiritual journey.

HELP NEEDED!

Faithful Friends is looking for an older faithful friend to volunteer to help out with our November 8th meeting.  We need someone (anyone) to be there from 3:15 until 4:15pm to help cut pancakes and then wash the dishes after snack.  We're planning for 50 kids at two pancakes per child which translates to mean clean-up of 50 cups, 50 plates and 50 forks.  Please phone Lorelei 686-1813 or Denise 253-5139 if you can help.
 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION
With Mrs. Engeline Piet; 1:30 PM on Wednesday, October 28th in the parish hall [northend].  All are welcome.  Come and try this quiet, gentle prayer form.

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

THE POWER OF A SIMPLE GIFT
It's that special time of year again when we give from our hearts and pack a shoebox for those whose only gift at Christmas will be that shoebox.  We encourage all the families and friends of St. Gerard’s to pack a shoebox and discover the power of giving this simple gift. Last year our St. Gerard families donated 103 shoeboxes; let’s try and beat that number this year.  One important note this year is that you will not see the shoeboxes at your local Safeway stores because they are no longer a sponsor for Samaritans Purse. You still have many ways of obtaining a shoebox.  They have suggested using any box that your shoes, [not large boot boxes] would come in.  Plastic containers the same size as a regular shoe box also work very well and the children can use the container after to store many items, or, if you are unsure of what the size should be, simply take a brochure from here at the church, open it up completely and that is about the size they are looking for.  The boxes can be dropped off here at St. Gerard's during the National Collection week of November 16-21. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call Lisa Cronan at (403) 253-1341 and leave a message.

 

ST. GERARD’S CWL

GREY CUP POOL TICKETS  - $1.00 each

Available in the hall after Sunday Masses.  Additional tickets available from Liz Herman, (403) 252-4067.

 
The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask the congregation to come up with more money than they were expecting for repairs to the church building. Therefore, he was annoyed to find that the regular organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in at the last minute. The substitute wanted to know what to play. "Here's a copy of the service," he said impatiently. "But, you'll have to think of something to play after I make the announcement about the finances."

During the service, the minister paused and said, "Brothers and Sisters, we are in great difficulty; the roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we need $4,000 more Any of you who can pledge $100 or more, please stand up."

At that moment, the substitute organist played "O Canada."  That is how the substitute became the regular organist!

 
PREPARING OUR FAMILIES FOR THE CELEBRATION OF SACRAMENTS
As the Church has constantly taught and has emphasized again within Vatican II and in subsequent Church documents, parents have the primary responsibility to educate their children in the faith. Parents should not underestimate their prophetic anointing in this regard. The catechetical education that parents provide their children, whether it is at bedtime or at dinner or while riding in the car, bears the imprint of the Holy Spirit and will bear the Spirit’s fruit.  As a family, it is important to determine when to prepare for a sacrament.  This decision should be based on various factors: readiness/desire of the child; sufficient time to devote to preparation; availability of family members from ‘away’ whom you wish to come for the celebration.  There is no rigid age/grade requirement for a child whom parents want to prepare for a sacrament.  Common sense and family commitments will indicate the ideal time. For families who wish to prepare for celebrations in 2010, this is the tentative schedule for St. Gerard Parish families:

·       REGISTRATION for the sacraments of Baptism [for school-aged children], Confirmation, 1st Eucharist, & Reconciliation: Monday, November 16th; 7:00 PM in the parish hall

·       Families preparing for sacraments will be expected to participate in our parish mission, March 7th – 9th, 2010

·       Families will be given sacramental workbooks at the registration, and will journey through the materials in the workbook with their child

·       CONFIRMATION will be celebrated on Saturday, June 12th, 2010.  Associated events: 2 retreat/activity days [May/June]; liturgical ministry weekend [weekend of May 23rd & June 26th]; hospitality service [weekend of April 25th]

·       1ST EUCHARIST may be celebrated at any weekend mass after the Easter weekend in 2010.  Associated events: Retreat: Saturday, January 23rd; Bread Celebration: weekend of February 6th; pretzel making for Holy Thursday mass & Supper with Jesus & friends…Wednesday, March 31st.

·       1ST RECONCILIATION Retreat & celebration of the sacrament: Saturday, March 13th, 2010.

If parents have questions, please contact Doreen Yochim at 253-2251 or doreen@stgerards.ca
 

THE TABLE OF HOPE: 

A Liturgy Conference 

offered by the Calgary Diocesan Liturgy Commission

Deepening our Understanding of the Mass: presenters – Father Bill Burke [Director of the National Liturgy Office] & Bernadette Gasslein [Editor of “Celebrate” Liturgy magazine]

Saturday, November 21st at St. Mary’s Cathedral; 9:15 AM – 6:00 PM

St. Gerard’s Parish Liturgy Committee would like to encourage our parishioners’ attendance at this conference, particularly those who are involved in any of the liturgical ministries: hospitality/ushers; music; altar servers; sacristans, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, environment.  We will register people from our parish as a group, so if you plan to attend, please register with Jan in the parish office 253-2251; jan@stgerards.ca.  There is a cost involved for this conference, so please do not register unless you are sure that you are able to attend. 

 

PARISH BAZAAR & WHITE ELEPHANT SALE
Our Annual Fall Bazaar will be held Saturday, November 21 from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM.  We are in need of donations of all kinds: Christmas baking, crafts, raffle items and especially items for the Silent Auction.  Please call Terry Smith, 255-8227, for more information.  Help is needed in the kitchen, Bake Table, Silent Auction, Raffles, etc.  Contact Terry Smith, 255-8227. 
One of the highlights of our Annual Christmas Bazaar is the White Elephant Sale, which is held in conjunction with the bazaar.  The White Elephant Sale is sponsored by the St. Gerard’s Knights of Columbus, Council #6488, and is an important means of raising funds for their work of charity in the parish and the community.  Parishioners are asked to clear out their basements, garages, attics and bottom drawers for surplus items and unused treasures that they might be willing to donate to the Knights for this worthwhile cause. Please DO NOT donate any furniture or clothing. Please do not deliver any goods to the parish hall before Friday, November 20.  If pickup is required, please call Kerry Hope, 281-1578.

Bartimaeus was a poor blind man. He was of no importance in society. Many people like Bartimaeus would not think that the *Messiah would bother with them. But Jesus had time for Bartimaeus!
Bartimaeus cried out, 'Jesus, Son of David, help me!' Many people told him to be quiet. They told him not to bother Jesus. They probably told him that Jesus would not do anything for him. And this is very important. Even today, some people in the Christian church do not really encourage other people. Sometimes other people who are not Christians encourage us more! But Bartimaeus did not give up. He believed in the *Saviour. Nobody could make him be quiet. Even when Jesus himself seemed to go past, Bartimaeus still shouted out 'Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me'.
Notice what Bartimaeus asked for. He asked for help. He might have said 'Oh Lord Jesus, I have not been very bad. I do not deserve this'. Or he might have said, 'You have cured other people. I am just as good as they are. Cure me'. That is the way that many people speak to Jesus. But not Bartimaeus. 'I have nothing to say. I have no rights, I just ask for help'.  We come to Jesus and just ask for his help.  
Jesus stopped and called to Bartimaeus. Jesus asked Bartimaeus to come to him. That is a beautiful detail in the story. Jesus did not meet Bartimaeus by accident! Bartimaeus did not just happen to be in front of Jesus! Jesus definitely stopped and asked Bartimaeus to come. This showed that Jesus wanted to hear Bartimaeus's request. And now there is a final test. 'What do you want me to do for you?' asked Jesus. Of course, Jesus knew what Bartimaeus wanted. It was easy to know. This was a final test of Bartimaeus’s belief. Bartimaeus's answer was confident: 'Master, let me receive my sight.' Bartimaeus showed his trust. He knew that the *Saviour could cure him.
And this is the kind of trust that you and I must have. Jesus is able to help us. Jesus is able to ‘open our eyes’ and help us ‘see’ in the areas where we are blind…blind with prejudice; blind with dislike; blind with judgment; blind with ungenerous hearts; blind with laziness; blind with self-centeredness…
Bartimaeus used his new ‘sight’ to walk behind Jesus. Maybe we each need to reflect upon our personal ‘Bartimaeus eyes’.  Maybe we each need to ask for Jesus’ help in getting rid of our own blindness’s.  Maybe we can’t truly walk with Jesus until our personal blindness is cured.  Where should this gospel story ‘take’ me this week?

 
Knit/Crochet for our adopted families!!
Want to learn how to knit or crochet?            

Already know and willing to share?

Got wool?

Would you like to learn, teach, just join in, or even work at home on afghans, shawls, cotton dishcloths, scarves, mitts, etc.? If you are interested in making, or learning to make “Gifts of Love” for families moving from homelessness into their own homes or otherwise in need of a loving gift of warmth and comfort, contact Pat at pjamnicz@yahoo.ca or call the parish office.

 

A SPECIAL NEED:

Do you know sign language, or do you know someone who does?  Please talk with Jean Louis, our 11:00 AM choir leader.

 

HELP NEEDED: we are in need of furniture and household items for a family of 4.  If you can help please call, Elaine Warholm at (403) 252-3883.

 

 

 

 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403) 253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403) 252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403) 281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403) 252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403) 252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403) 252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403) 252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403) 281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist - Patti Dawes (403) 255-7161 





 Reconciliation - Margie Gallagher (403) 697-5390





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403) 253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403) 253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403) 281-3665  


MUSIC – parish office (403) 253-2251



  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir


Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403) 255-7913 


Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403) 253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403) 255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403) 255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays 


Yoga/Meditation –

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















