TWENTYFOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

September 13, 2009






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$7,707.30

Weekly average, year to date
$7,992.13



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$15,073.39

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$11,832.92

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$16,383.60
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



INN FROM THE COLD

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)



Mass: 9:00 AM   




Card Party: 9:45—11:30 AM 



St. Gerard’s School Mass: 10:30 AM @ church



St. Vincent de Paul Luncheon: 11:00 AM—2:00 PM



Stewardship Meeting: 7:30—8:30 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Baptismal Prep: 7:30 PM



St. Vincent de Paul Meeting: 7:30 PM

Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL


Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #3 for September 19/20

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Laurance Daignault, Margaret Steel, Elsie Shepherd, Jill Moroney, Peggy Loescher

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Anne McCluskey, Allan and Jilaine Boras, Kerry and Yvette Hope, Bobi-Jean Varner, Rita Whitney

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Carol Scott, Joe and Jacqui Guerin, Liz Herman, Patricia Smith, Michele Luit, Anna Schultz
 

FAITHFUL FRIENDS

Please join us with

Daniel and his Lions!
Come explore, imagine and create in the Faithful Friend's Wild Kingdom!
THIS Sunday, September 13 from 2:30 - 4:00 PM

Children 3-8 years old
 

PARISH GRIEF GROUP
A parish Grief Group offers a safe, supportive environment for people grieving a major loss in their lives.  This ministry provides a spiritual context within which people can learn to reframe their journey after the death of a significant person in their lives, or after the loss of a job/health/etc.  This group will begin on Friday, October 23rd and meet for 5 structured sessions.  Ongoing support/gatherings will be at the discretion of the coordinators and the participants.  If you would like to be part of this Grief Group, contact the parish office or one of the coordinators, and provide your name & phone number. Coordinators: Lois Hagen; Rosemarie Walter; Pat McMahon; Sr. Evelyn Dechant [on temporary recuperation leave!]

 

FOR ALL PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY PEOPLE:
[Glenmore Auxiliary Carewest, Weekend Pastoral Care, Hospice volunteers, Rockyview Hospital volunteers]

Greetings everyone,

It is again time to take a day away from our daily business to recharge our spiritual batteries at the Entheos retreat centre. Gerry Molloy (RGH pastoral care coordinator) has graciously invited us to again join their pastoral care volunteers for a retreat day at Entheos.

Date: Thursday, October 1, 2009

Presenter: Teresa Van Kampen

Agenda: 9:00 AM Registration

10:00 AM First session

12:00 Lunch

2:00 PM Second session

4:30 PM Supper

This is just a brief overview of the day. There are more details on the sign-up sheet at the Glenmore (on the top cover of volunteer-hours book).  We are asked to bring our bibles as there will also be meditation time. If you are interested, speak with Sheila Padley, Maureen Bramwell, or Doreen Yochim

PARISH PRAYER GROUP
*
Praying the gifts and needs of our parishioners, our parish community, and the wider world community

*
We invite all to consider joining us, when you are able, for this foundational ministry of our parish life

*
Wednesday mornings, after morning mass, in the Jubilee Room

·
Mothers/fathers with pre-school children are most welcome

· 
Join us when you can!

 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION
This prayer ministry has been a part of St. Gerard’s faith community for many years.  We are currently looking for a person/persons to take over the leadership of this ministry.  If you are interested, please speak with Doreen, pastoral associate.  CD’s, tapes, and other materials are provided.  Please consider assisting.  For all those who would like to be part of the Christian Meditation group, please call or email Doreen and provide your name and phone number.  All are welcome.  “Meditation is not a time for words, however beautifully and sincerely phrased.  All our words are wholly ineffective when we come to enter into this deep and mysterious communion with God.”  John Main, OSB
INSTRUCTED SCRIPTURE CLASSES
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN – 9 weeks

Instructor: Sister Darlene Madore, fcj

Registration & 1st class: Thursday, September 24th; 9:45 AM

Whether you have participated in many scripture studies, or whether you are a ‘novice’, you are encouraged to take advantage of this ‘faith formation’ offering.  Having the Word of God revealed more deeply is the beginning of a deeper relationship with God and with one another.

 

FAITH FORMATION OFFERINGS IN OUR PARISH IN THE COMING MONTHS:
1.
Small group Scripture Study: THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS; beginning in October. 
2.
Daytime book study/reflection group - I'd Say Yes God, If I Knew What You Wanted [learning to be spiritually discerning people] 

3.
Evening Book Club – beginning in October
4.
Drawn into the Mystery of Jesus: reflection/discussion on John Vanier’s insights into the gospel of John & how this gospel can form us into people who live the social-justice image of God
5.
A WEEK OF GUIDED PRAYER:  the opportunity to deepen your prayer life with the help of a team of trained prayer guides; the week of November 1st – 7th, in our parish hall
6.
A dynamic Parish Mission!!  March 6th-9th, 2010 All Ages Lenten Mission at St. Gerard's Parish. A Match Made In Heaven (Adults and children will be together and in separate sessions, during each evening.)  Mission Leaders: Dr. Nancy Reeves & Ms. Linnea Good [musician]
Watch the bulletin for further information on all these offerings.
REGISTRATION FOR SACRAMENTS
Infant Baptism: contact the parish office for schedule and coordinators Baptism of School-age Children: contact the parish office for information & coordinator 1st Eucharist / Reconciliation / Confirmation for school age children:  registration forms will be available in the office at the beginning of October.  Adult Baptism / Confirmation / 1st Eucharist / Reconciliation: contact Doreen at 253-2251 or 
" 
doreen@stgerards.ca



Wanting to be involved in catechesis?
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS – multiple areas of involvement available
YOUTH CONFIRMATION MINISTRY – coordinator/s wanted
Please contact our pastoral associate for information

 

Start off our Fall Renewal with a Joyful Heart.

Musical Extravaganza and Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social

Wednesday Sept 16th 7:30-8:30

John Bouz and 50 per cent…With Special Guests.  Familiar Faces from our music ministry performing personal selections of music.

Rhythm of the Rockies, members of the Adelines Barbershop Singers.

Toe-Tapping, Hand-Clapping Music.  Everyone Welcome.

Thursday, Sept. 24th 7:30-8:30

“A reflection on Psalm 23…the Lord is my Shepherd.

We too are called to be Shepherds of God’s Kingdom.”

Speaker:  Dr. Lucy Miller, Chief Superintendent of Calgary Catholic School District

Dr. Miller is the recipient of the Prime Minister’s Award for Teaching Excellence, as well as the Women of Distinction Award. Babysitting available.  Register before Sept. 21st through the Parish office at 253-2251.
Weekend of Sept 19th and 20th.  An opportunity for the children to trace and decorate their hands while parents socialize over coffee 

Sunday, Sept. 27th Family Picnic with Delectable Desserts. From 3:30 -7:00 PM  Supper served at 5:00 PM. 

Games for all ages. Hot Dogs, Sausages etc. provided by the parish. Each family is invited to bring a Delectable Dessert to share, or just come and enjoy the day. For more information: Watch for posters, and members of the Stewardship Committee in the gathering area. At any time during the Fall Renewal, please bring in photos and tracings of the hands that have blessed your life.  Place them in the basket in the gathering area and we will hang them throughout our church. If you wish them to be returned, place a name and phone number on the back.

 

On the Feast of Sts Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, September 29, at 7:00 P.M., Bishop Henry will preside at an “Emergency Services Personnel” Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral.  This Mass is for members of Calgary City Police, Firefighters, and EMTs, and their families.

You are invited to participate and pray with and for the men and women who serve and protect us in our times of need; to pray with and for the men and women who are prepared to lay their lives on the line for the service and protection of the people of Calgary.

 

SOMETHING TO REFLECT ON THIS WEEK:
        Be Opened
There was once two friends who were walking through a busy city street with the usual hustle and bustle of busy city life; cars coming and going, people talking and rushing to and from work and people coming in and out of the stores. Just then, one of the friends stopped and said, "Shh. Can you hear that? I can hear a cricket." The friend said, "You cannot hear a cricket in the middle of a city. Do crickets even live in the city? Where could they possibly live?" She says, "Shhh shhh, I can hear it. I can hear it." And she steps over about 10 feet, pulls back some of the petunias and the impatient flowers and there was a little brown cricket, rubbing his legs together, making that beautiful cricket sound. Her friend says, "That's amazing. How did you hear that -how did you hear that in the middle of the busy, city traffic?" She says, "Well, it all depends on what you are listening for." She reached into her pocket and said, "Watch. Watch this." And she throws a quarter onto the ground. Everyone within 20 feet stopped and looked about to see where the quarter fell. And she says, "See, it all depends on what you are listening for."
What do we listen for? Or maybe put differently, what have we become deaf to? What in our life have we become deaf to -the goodness of God in our life, and we hear and wait for the sounds of something different? Whereas God has put lots of things in our life: signs and sights that are blessings to us. Maybe the Lord is also coming to us to say, "Ephphatha; be open." Be opened to His goodness in our life. And to do so, we must hear differently; we must be ready to look again at what is it that we are listening for. Are we hearing the goodness that God has in our life? It is often not just what we hear but the "way" we hear it.
For example, do we hear in our screaming children a bothersome noise, or do we hear in it the wonderful sound of life in our community or in our family? Do we hear in the sounds of our parents' words, orders and complaints to do this and do that, or do we hear of a caring mother or father who is guiding us in our way to learn in life? Do we hear in the words of others -do we hear them as challenges or criticism, or as opportunities to grow and master ourselves? You see, it is not only "what" we hear but it is the "way" we hear it. I believe wholeheartedly that there are other things that we need to hear too. For instance, the little things in our life -little people in our life who we are inclined not to listen to.
For example the needs of others: the people who are jobless, who have been looking for a job for months and they have a sense of hopelessness and they are saying words to us that they are desperate; and it is an opportunity for us to give them words of encouragement. Do we hear the plight of the ones who have lost not only their jobs but also their homes  after years of making payments. And now they have nothing. Or to the voices of those who are now jobless, homeless and on the streets. What do we listen for?
I think the place to start is first of all a place of thanksgiving and that is why we come to this table on Sunday. It is to refocus our eyes to see God's blessings; to focus our ears and to hear -where is God in my life - and enable us to recognize God's goodness. Just to see, on a beautiful day like today; to look up at the mountains and to see how wonderful it is to be alive, how great God's beauty is around us and how lucky we are to live in this very lovely place; to listen to our family and to hear the sounds of the busyness of family life, not as a bother or a problem, but instead to recognize it as a gift and a wonderful blessing in our life; to recognize all the sounds and the sights, the blessings of life, the dynamism of life in our life.

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403) 253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403) 252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403) 281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403) 252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403) 252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403) 252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403) 252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403) 281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist - Patti Dawes (403) 255-7161 





 Reconciliation - Margie Gallagher (403) 697-5390





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403) 253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403) 253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403) 281-3665  


MUSIC – parish office (403) 253-2251


  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403) 255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403) 253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403) 255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403) 255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays 


Yoga/Meditation –
 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















