TWENTYSIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

September 27, 2009






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$6,689.32

Weekly average, year to date
$7,970.23



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal




$15,183.39

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$12,531.44

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$16,383.60
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday
No Mass



STEWARDSHIP Mtg: 7:00—9:00 PM

Tuesday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM   




Card Party: 9:45—11:30 AM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

Wednesday
Mass: 9:00 AM



Knights of Columbus Exec Mtg: 7:30 PM



Scripture Study: 7:30 PM
Thursday
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Scripture Study: 9:45 AM with Sr. Darlene Madore, fcj 






(Gospel of John)



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

Friday
Mass: 9:00 AM 



Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 10:00 AM until Noon. 

Sandwiches will be collected for the downtown street ministries.



ALZHEIMER COFFEE PARTY following Mass.  

Saturday
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

Sunday
Masses: 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



Coffee after both Masses



BLESSING OF ANIMALS: 1:00 PM



FAITHFUL FRIENDS: 2:30—4:00 PM 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Team #1 for October 3/4

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Margaret Steel, Shannon McAvoy, Irene Castellino, Rosemarie Walter, Patti Dawes, Sarabeth Dawes

Sunday 9:00 AM Mass: Carl St. Laurent, George and Vivian Palardy, Tom Milosz, Sheila Padley, Jim Duncan, Anne McCluskey

Sunday 11:00 AM Mass: Hazel Moen, Janet Sparrow, Elly Jarvis, Roni Cruickshank, Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp, Fe Cardino
OCTOBERFEST – fund-raiser planned by the RENOVO Social Committee.

Mark your calendars and plan to attend…

GOOD FOOD; GOOD FUN; GOOD MUSIC!
Saturday, October 24th; tickets will be available after the masses next weekend [October 3rd & 4th]

 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
How does John’s gospel differ from the 3 other gospels?
What are the 7 ‘signs’ in this gospel and what is their theological significance to hearers of this gospel?
Why are chapters 13-20 described as ‘the Book of Glory’?
Come & spend the next few Thursday mornings growing in an understanding of this gospel. 

Sessions are in the parish hall, following morning mass.  Sr. Darlene Madore will be our instructor/guide through this gospel.  This is an excellent opportunity for some faith formation.  Bring a bible, if you have one.  Bibles are available for sale in the parish office; we also have bibles that you may borrow.

REGISTRATION FOR SACRAMENTS
Infant Baptism: contact the parish office for schedule and coordinators Baptism of School-age Children: contact the parish office for information & coordinator 1st Eucharist/Reconciliation/Confirmation for school age children: watch the bulletin for registration information.  Adult Baptism/Confirmation/1st Eucharist/Reconciliation: contact Doreen at 253-2251/doreen@stgerards.ca
PARISH PRAYER GROUP
*
Praying the gifts and needs of our parishioners, our parish community, and the wider world community

*
We invite all to consider joining us, when you are able, for this foundational ministry of our parish life

*
Wednesday mornings, after morning mass, in the Jubilee Room

·
Mothers/fathers with pre-school children are most welcome

· 
Join us when you can!

ST. GERARD PARISH GRIEF GROUP…
a 5 week/session support group
meeting Friday mornings from 9:45 – 11:30 AM
October 23rd; 30th; November 6th; 13th; 20th
at St. Gerard Catholic Church parish hall
Everyone is welcome, but registration is necessary
This group is suitable for people who have experienced a loss through death at least 6 months ago or longer.  Experience has shown that maximum help occurs beginning at least 6 months after a death.  The group is for people who are interested in support as they move through the grief process with people who are sharing the same experience.  Our relationship with God may deepen as we journey through our grief. The group will provide an opportunity to be with people who care, who want to learn from one another, and who find solace in the compassionate presence of others.

ALZHEIMER COFFEE PARTY
Friday, October 2 at 9:30 AM

Following morning Mass

Come, have a coffee and a bite to eat.  Bring your family and neighbours.  If you have a family member/neighbour who has Alzheimer’s, we invite you to bring them to the Coffee Party.  This is a fundraiser/awareness event for the Alzheimer’s Society.  There will be a Donation Box and envelopes available.  Please donate generously.
FAITHFUL FRIENDS

Sunday Oct 4

2:30 -4:00 PM

3 to 8 year olds

God made each of us special.  Come and learn how to take care of your body, mind and soul.  Join us for an afternoon of crafts, games, singing and snacking.

PLEASE NOTE:  Office hours have changed: Monday—Thursday 8:30 AM—4:30 PM, Friday 8:30 AM—3:30 PM.  Closed for lunch from 11:30—12:30. 

 

Fall Renewal 2009: TODAY
“Christ has no hands on earth but yours.”
Family Picnic with Delectable Desserts
3:30PM -7:00 PM  Supper served at 5:00 PM.

Games for all ages - Adult supervised.  

Soccer,  Scavenger Hunts,  Relay Races,  Horseshoes, Bocce Ball,  and More in the Woodman School playground. Crafts, Sidewalk Art, Water Rockets, Card Games on our site. Hot Dogs, Veggie dogs, Spolumbos Sausages etc. provided by the parish.  Each family is invited to bring a “Delectable Dessert” to share or just come and help eat those desserts and enjoy an afternoon of fun.  We have “rain plans“ so come no matter what the weather.

 

St. Gerard’s Book Club

The evening Book Club will resume on Tuesday, October 6th at 7:30 PM.  We meet regularly on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month.  Everyone is welcome!  Our chosen book for this first session is “Simplicity” by Richard Rohr.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pat at pjamnicz@yahoo.ca or call the parish office for more information.  Books will be available in the parish office

Wanting to be involved in catechesis?
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS – multiple areas of involvement available

YOUTH CONFIRMATION MINISTRY – coordinator/s wanted
Please contact our pastoral associate for information

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS

Adults & parents with unbaptized school-age children: if you wish to prepare for baptism/confirmation/Eucharist in the Catholic Church, now is the time to contact the parish office, #403-253-2251 or Doreen@stgerards.ca
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION
What is Christian Meditation?  +quieting the mind & becoming still and attentive to God +a prayer of silence which takes us beyond words, thoughts & images to experience the presence of Christ within us  +a form of prayer rooted in Christian tradition from earliest times  +Christian meditation is to learn to be present to God, to be still  St. Gerard Parish meditation group will be held on Wednesday afternoons.  Anna Tremblay has volunteered to lead & coordinate our parish Meditation group.  All are welcome, male & female, all ages.  Our first 2 sessions will be an introduction and a refresher for those new to meditation and for those with some experience of this prayer form.  The introductory sessions will be: Wednesday, October 14th & October 28th; 1:30 PM in the Jubilee Room.  Mrs. Engeline Piet will be the instructor/leader for these 2 sessions.  Engeline has been teaching meditation at the FCJ Christian Life Centre since the early 1980’s.  She is a trained Spiritual Director and a member of the FCJ Retreat Team.  Engeline is a member of the World Community for Christian Meditation.

 

PARISH PASTORAL CARE FORMATION
Friday, October 16th; 10:30 AM in St. Gerard’s parish hall.
·
For all people in the parish who currently are involved in one of the 
pastoral care ministries

·
For anyone who may be interested in becoming a pastoral care volunteer

·
Norline Johnson, from the Diocesan Health Care Apostolate, will be the 
presenter of this workshop

The Baptized: Priests, Prophets and Kings   [Thomas G. Weinandy, O.F.M., Cap.]

According to Lumen Gentium, the Church, in its twofold ministry toward its own members and toward those outside, shares in Jesus’ threefold office of Priest, Prophet and King, that is, it participates in Jesus’ ministry to sanctify, to teach and to govern. While bishops, priests and deacons exercise, within the Church, the ministries of sanctifying, teaching and governing through the power and authority bestowed upon them at their sacramental ordination, all Catholic lay men and women also share in this threefold ministry of Christ. Catholic lay men and women, by their baptismal and confirmational character, are empowered, in Christ through the Holy Spirit, to be priests, prophets and kings and so come to share in the Church’s ministry of sanctification, teaching and governing. Lumen Gentium states that, in collaboration with their bishops and clergy, “the faithful who by Baptism are incorporated into Christ, are placed in the People of God, and in their own way share the priestly, prophetic and kingly office of Christ, and to the best of their ability carry on the mission of the whole Christian people in the Church and in the world”. (31)

All of us, even those who are handicapped, sick, elderly, or even physically dead, are all living members of Christ’s Body, the Church, and so we all have the privilege and even the duty to exercise the ministries that Christ has shared with us and is actually depending upon us to carry out.  Moreover, while many more lay men and women are active in the Church today than were prior to the Second Vatican Council, I do not believe that they often fully realize the sacramental foundation of the ecclesial activity, nor do they fully appreciate the sacramental authority and power that they possess by sharing in Jesus’ and the Church’s ministry of sanctification, teaching and governance. All that Catholic lay men and women say and do as members of Christ’s Body, the Church, they do so as sharers in Christ’s threefold ministry.

Sharing in Jesus’ Priestly Ministry

Christ, as the Great High Priest, offered Himself in love as an all-holy sacrifice to the Father. In so doing, He conquered sin and in rising He vanquished death and sanctified all with the resurrected life of the Holy Spirit. All of us who now participate in the priesthood of Christ are empowered to share, each in accordance with our own sacramental ability, in His ministry of sanctification.

Lay men and women bring Christ’s and the Church’s sanctifying ministry to areas that are uniquely suitable and proper to them. Lumen Gentium states that, because lay men and women share in Christ’s “priestly office”, they, “dedicated as they are to Christ and anointed by the Holy Spirit, are marvelously called and prepared so that even richer fruits of the Spirit may be produced in them. For all their works, prayers, apostolic undertakings, family and married life, daily work, relaxation of mind and body, if they are accomplished in the Spirit -- indeed even the hardships of life, if patiently borne -- all these become spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through   Jesus Christ”. (34)

Spouses and parents, by the very nature of the sacrament of marriage, also possess a priestly authority and power. Husbands and wives help sanctify one another, again, through their care and love for one another, even in their forgiveness of and patience with one another.

Moreover, parents together are obviously the ones who are primarily responsible for the sanctification of their children. Their priestly authority empowers them to teach their child to pray and to pray with them and for them. Their priestly authority and power authorizes them to pray for healing when their children are ill, even accompanied by the laying on of their parental hands. Parents have the priestly authority and power to bless their children in a manner similar to the way the priest blesses people. They can sign their children with holy water and even with blessed oil. 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403) 253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403) 252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403) 281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403) 252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403) 252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403) 252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403) 252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403) 281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – Karen Grabham


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist - Patti Dawes (403) 255-7161 





 Reconciliation - Margie Gallagher (403) 697-5390





 Confirmation – Doreen Yochim


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403) 253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403) 253-5139


Faithful Fellowship (Youth Group) - Heather Anderson (403) 271-3822

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403) 281-3665  


MUSIC – parish office (403) 253-2251


  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403) 255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403) 253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403) 255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403) 259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403) 255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – First Fridays – 10:00 AM – Noon


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell (403) 281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays 


Yoga/Meditation –
 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Friday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















