FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

February 7, 2010






Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$6,799.86

Weekly average, year to date

$7,129.01



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal to date:



$2,530.00

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:

$866.46

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$3518.58
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

MONDAY
No Mass

TUESDAY
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Maureen B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Card Party: 9:45 AM



CWL Meeting: 7:00 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM

WEDNESDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM

Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Ecumenical Bible Study: 10:00 AM — Gospel of Mark



Prayer Group: 11:00—11:45 AM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM (Gospel of Luke)

THURSDAY
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Maureen B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM ANOINTING OF THE SICK



Coffee Social following Mass



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

FRIDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM

       



Liturgy Committee Meeting: 9:45 AM

SATURDAY
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM

SUNDAY
Masses 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM



Baptisms



Coffee after both Masses



RCIA
  
WORLD DAY OF THE SICK - Thursday, February 11th
The ministry of Jesus to the sick is central to the life of the Church.  February 11th [memorial of our Lady of Lourdes] highlights this healing ministry of the Church.  It reminds us that service to the sick and the suffering cannot be neglected.  It is one of the Corporal Works of Mercy.  It recognizes the great efforts of doctors, nurses, health care institutions and pastoral care givers to restore health and well-being to those afflicted with illness and disease.
We invite all health care personnel and pastoral care givers to join in the Eucharistic celebration on Thursday, and we ask parishioners who may work in care facilities or visit these facilities to extend this invitation. Parishioners are encouraged to bring to mass any people they know who are unwell/shut-in. Think about those whom you know in nursing homes and seniors’ complexes who might appreciate being picked up and brought to mass, and then make the offer.  Make this your work of mercy next week.

Coffee and continental breakfast will be served in the hall following mass so that everyone may enjoy the social dimension of Eucharist.
 
CWL GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday February 9th at 7:00 PM

Please wear red in keeping with Valentine’s theme. Some membership receipts still have to be picked up at the Hospitality Table. At this meeting there will be short discussions on Computer Skills and Exercising for the Aging. Following this the 2010 Budget will be presented for discussion and acceptance.
HELP NEEDED
1.
TO HOST COFFEE & BREAKFAST GOODIES AFTER MASS ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH [ANOINTING OF THE SICK]

2.
HELP WITH SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST AFTER THE MORNING MASS ON FEBRUARY 16TH

 

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER
Our parish tradition for the Fridays of Lent is to set aside one hour for prayer in the church, from 7:00-8:00 PM.  We begin with Evening Prayer, and follow that with the Stations of the Cross.  Individuals and groups are invited to consider leading the Stations of the Cross.  If you, you and another person, or your group would like to lead the Stations of the Cross, please call Doreen at 253-2251 or email doreen@stgerards.ca with the Friday evening of your choice.  There are 6 Friday evenings in Lent, excluding Good Friday.

 

GOSPEL THEMES IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK

An Ecumenical Scripture Study

SHEPHERD KING LUTHERAN PARISH & 

ST. GERARD CATHOLIC PARISH

The study will consist of 8 sessions:

4 sessions at St. Gerard’s Parish   & 

4 sessions at Shepherd King Lutheran Parish

WEDNESDAYS: 10:00 – 11:00 AM

Beginning February 10th, 2010 at St. Gerard’s

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THIS BIBLE STUDY!

We are very excited to be offering this joint study.  We are encouraging all of our parishioners to consider participating.  In the lesson planning, every effort has been made to be ecumenically inclusive.  We hope that the diversity of voices from our historical traditions will bring God’s people more fully into God’s presence. Bring: a bible - your favorite translation; your choice of commentary, concordance or other reference material; writing materials [a journal]; a commitment to study, discuss, reflect and pray on the passages  Be willing – to have a heart open to the possibility of change; to have an open mind to the possibility that Scripture is not to be taken literally; to nurture a mutual respect for differing opinions; to understand that Bible study is serious and sometimes difficult; to grow as a Christian, learning from Scripture and praying with and for one another. Register with Doreen at 403-253-2251 or doreen@stgerards.ca
JOE SIMMONS CD’S are in.  Come to the office to get your copy.  $20.00/cd

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701. 

ST. GERARD PARISH SCRIPTURE STUDY

Wednesday evenings: 7:30 PM

In the parish hall

Beginning on February 3rd
THEME: THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
We invite you to consider rejoining our evening Scripture study.  Numbers have fallen drastically in the last year and the studies suffer if there are not sufficient participants.  Knowing the Word of God intimately leads one into a deeper and deeper relationship with our God.  Becoming intimate with God’s Word comes through the study of God’s Word – Sacred Scripture.  We can never exhaust our learning and our growth in understanding of Scripture. Luke’s gospel is the primary gospel in this Cycle C of our liturgical year.  Gift yourself by setting aside time this season to join this study.

Facilitators:

John Skelton   jdeskelton@hotmail.com  403-281-5421

Jill Moroney    kjmoroney@telus.net        403-252-0482

FEEDBACK TO THE LITURGY COMMITTEE:
The next meeting is this coming Friday.  If parishioners have feedback on anything of a liturgical nature [Advent/Christmas seasons; workshops/training provided by Joe Simmons; season of Lent], please provide a written copy of your comments to a member of the Liturgy Committee [Sheila Padley…chairperson; Jean-Louis Bleau; Sue Dondlinger; Michelle Luit; Sr. Evelyn Dechant; Denise Weber; Doreen Yochim; Father Bogdan].
PARISH LENTEN MISSION 2010

March 6th – 9th
Our parish mission is fast approaching, and it promises to be unique, exciting, and of great blessing for adults and children.  Plan now to attend. 

 

CONCERT OF FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE

Featuring LINNEA GOOD and THE GOOD BAND
Saturday, March 6th, 7:30 PM in our church.  This is going to be a fabulous concert – great entertainment for adults and for children.  Bring the entire family.  Tickets: $10/person; $20/family –parents & children 17 yrs. & under.  Pizza supper included in the ticket price.  We want to fill our church for this special event.  Get your tickets now from members of the Mission Team [Ron/Donna Scott; John/Joan Gladney; Teresa Cone; Laurance/Dorothy Daignault; Geri Schmit; Anna Schultz] or in the parish office.  Encourage friends and neighbours to come with you.  Very good value for the price!
MARRIAGE PREPARATION INFORMATION:
Pre-Marriage Prep for 2010: all couples who are booked for weddings in 2010 must make sure we have your current address. The initial group gathering of Team, Pastoral Staff, Liturgy personnel, and engaged couples will be on Saturday, March 13th, beginning with mass at 5:00 PM.

 

CARD PARTY
Please join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:45 -11:30 AM.  Come and play euchre or bridge.  For more information, please call Anita at (403) 255-4645. This is a FUN group.

A young priest was asked by a tired looking husband to visit his wife, who was critically ill at home.  Standing in the bedroom, filled with the paraphernalia of the ill, the pastor noticed the husband’s gentle care for his wife.  And even in sickness, the wife was concerned for her husband.  “Jim, you look tired.  Are you getting enough sleep?”

Soon she turned this concern to the visiting priest whom she had just discovered was new to the parish.  “I hope that everyone is making you feel at home, Father?”

She listened to the prayers, received the Sacrament of the Sick and the Eucharist, and felt blessed by the presence of her husband and the priest.  The priest went away feeling equally anointed by this encounter with the ill lady and with her caregiver-husband.

Illness may sometimes make us feel that we are losing control.  It can force us to grapple with fear, anger, and our own mortality.  Still, it is important that we do not look upon ourselves as victims.  We can take charge of our illness.  We can find ways to continue to live life fully and meaningfully.  A smile, a kind word, a concern for others…these can bring peace and joy to us, even in the midst of illness.  Our own pain and suffering can make us more open to seeing the needs of others; our own illness can make us more willing to forgive others, to be gentler and kinder to others.

Gracious God, in our own troubles, make us grow more sensitive to the suffering of others.  Help us to show them your compassion.

 

CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY:
Mercy is said to be a virtue influencing one's will to have compassion for, and, if possible, to alleviate another's misfortune.  It can be considered referable to the quality of justice mainly because, like justice, mercy controls relations between distinct persons.

·      To feed the hungry;

·       To give drink to the thirsty;

·       To clothe the naked;

·       To shelter the homeless;

·       To visit the sick;

·       To free the captive;

·       To bury the dead.

 
ST. GERARD PARISH GRIEF GROUP
On February 19, at 9:45—11:30 AM there will be the monthly gathering of the Grief Support Group in our parish hall.  This Group is open to anyone who would like the support of others as they navigate their own journey with grief.  Former participants in past Grief Groups are encouraged to join this monthly ‘drop-in’ group.  If you have questions or would like to put your name on the participant list, speak with Sr. Evelyn Dechant, Lois Hagen, Pat McMahon, or Rosemarie Walter.  

 
 

 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service

Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485


Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704
Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902

Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn
Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248

C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook

Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 

1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry

St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM

Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883

Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays

Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry

Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman

Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421

Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator

Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832

Infant Baptism – parish office, (403) 253-2251

Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 



Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)



Confirmation – Paul Negenman, 403-253-8586

Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team

Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 

Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator

Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney

Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 

Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262

Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo

Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry

Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 

Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770

Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  

MUSIC – parish office (403)253-2251

  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir
Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776

Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 
Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183

Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809

Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756

Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life

Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489

Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – Lucie Just

Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701

Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays - Anna Tremblay

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Thursday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Friday:


8:30 AM – 3:30 PM

Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















