SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

February 14, 2010





Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$9,014.02

Weekly average, year to date

$7,443.18
Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00
Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal to date:



$3,279.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:

$1,254.46

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$3518.58
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

MONDAY
No Mass



FAMILY DAY—OFFICE CLOSED



INN FRM THE COLD

TUESDAY
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Sheila P.)


Mass: 9:00 AM

PANCAKE BREAKFAST following Mass



Card Party: 9:45 AM



BOOK CLUB: 7:30 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM
 

WEDNESDAY
ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES: 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM




Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Ecumenical Bible Study: 10:00 AM—Gospel of Mark



Prayer Group: 11:00—11:45 AM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM (Gospel of Luke)

 

THURSDAY
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Doreen Y.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

 

FRIDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM

GRIEF GROUP GATHERING: 9:45 AM



Parish Pastoral Council Meeting: 1:00 PM



Knitting Group: 1:00 PM



STATIONS OF THE CROSS & EVENING PRAYER: 7:00 PM (K of C)

SATURDAY
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



RITE OF ELECTION: 7:30 PM

SUNDAY
Masses 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM





Coffee after both Masses



RCIA

Marriage Prep Ministry Meeting: Noon

FAITHFUL FRIENDS: 2:30- 4:00 PM

 
THE BEATITUDES IN LUKE'S GOSPEL
We usually articulate the Beatitudes as they are phrased in Matthew's Gospel. In Luke's Gospel, Jesus provides beatitudes that are more direct. He does not say "blessed are the poor in spirit" and "blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness," but "blessed are you who are poor" and "blessed are you who are hungry."

There are only four beatitudes in Luke's Gospel, and they are contrasted with four warnings, including "woe to you who are rich" and "woe to you who have your fill now." Both versions reflect what Jesus taught, and they also reflect the different goals Matthew and Luke had in mind when writing their Gospels.

  

FAITHFUL FRIENDS

One night Samuel heard a voice calling - whoo whoo was it?
Was it an owl, a bat or God? Come to Faithful Friends
on Feb 21, 2:30-4:00 if you are 3-8 years old.

  

LENT, 2010
ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH; 

MASSES & BLESSING WITH ASHES AT 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM

[Shrove Tuesday, February 16th: Annual Pancake Breakfast for those who attend 9:00 AM mass]

Lent has 2 major purposes: it recalls or prepares for baptism, and it emphasizes the spirit of reconciliation.

During the season of Lent, the liturgies prepare the catechumens to celebrate the paschal mystery by the various rites of Christian initiation.  Lent also prepares the baptized assembly for Easter: as we recall our baptism & prepare to renew our baptismal vows at the Easter Vigil; and as we commit to turn away from that in our lives which prevents us from living as disciples of Jesus.  Ash Wednesday is a universal day of fasting and abstinence from meat.  The law of abstinence from meat binds those who are 14 and older; the law of fasting binds those from 18-59 years of age.  
During Lent, God’s people do not sing “alleluia” until the believing community has undergone conversion and is ready to sing this chant with renewed meaning during the Easter vigil. Flowers are not used to decorate the altar or the area around it throughout the season (GIRM, no. 305). Musical instruments are used only to give necessary support to singing, not for solo playing (GIRM, no. 313).

 

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER
Our parish tradition for the Fridays of Lent is to set aside one hour for prayer in the church, from 7:00-8:00 PM.  We begin with Evening Prayer, and follow that with the Stations of the Cross.  Individuals and groups are invited to consider leading the Stations of the Cross.  If you, you and another person, or your group would like to lead the Stations of the Cross, please call Doreen at 253-2251 or email doreen@stgerards.ca with the Friday evening of your choice.  There are 6 Friday evenings in Lent, excluding Good Friday.

 

MINISTRY HELP NEEDED
Would you and your spouse like to serve in a ministry together?  We have the perfect ministry for you!  Our Marriage Preparation Team is in need of a few more couples to serve as mentors/sponsors for the couples of our parish who are preparing for marriage.
If you would like to consider this ministry, join Judy & John Broad for coffee at 10:00 AM on Sunday, February 21st in the parish hall, north end [carpeted side].  Judy & John will provide information on the parameters of this ministry, and answer any questions that you have.

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
St. Peter’s Anglican Parish has again invited us to co-host the 2010 Vacation Bible School.  The dates for this year: August 16-20th.  We are hoping that we have one or more people who would like to be involved with this ministry.  Do you love interacting with children?  Do you have lots of ideas for fun activities?  Do you see the great value in nurturing the spiritual formation of our children?  For further information and a contact number, please phone Doreen in the parish office, or email doreen@stgerards.ca
 
ST. GERARD PARISH GRIEF GROUP
On February 19, at 9:45—11:30 AM there will be the monthly gathering of the Grief Support Group in our parish hall.  This Group is open to anyone who would like the support of others as they navigate their own journey with grief.  Former participants in past Grief Groups are encouraged to join this monthly ‘drop-in’ group.  If you have questions or would like to put your name on the participant list, speak with Sr. Evelyn Dechant, Lois Hagen, Pat McMahon, or Rosemarie Walter.  

 

PARISH LENTEN MISSION 2010

March 6th – 9th
One Month Away!!
Important TIMES to mark on your calendar:

SATURDAY, MARCH 6TH:  mass at 5:00 PM; pizza supper at 6:15 pm; concert at 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 7TH:  masses at 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM; mission presentations at 4:00 PM; supper [PPC] at 5:30 PM

MONDAY MORNING, MARCH 8TH:  mass at 9:00 AM; coffee/breakfast & mission presentation at 9:45 AM  [SPIRITUALITY FOR THE MATURING YEARS…Dr. Nancy Reeves]
MONDAY:  supper [K of C] at 6:00 PM; mission presentations at 7:00 PM

TUESDAY MORNING, MARCH 9TH:  mass at 9:00 AM; coffee/breakfast & mission presentation at 9:45 AM  [HOW TO SING YOUR FAITH WITH CHILDREN…Ms. Linnea Good]
TUESDAY:  supper [CWL] at 6:00 PM; mission presentations at 7:00 PM

 

CONCERT OF FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE

Featuring LINNEA GOOD and THE GOOD BAND
Saturday, March 6th, 7:30 PM in our church.  This is going to be a fabulous concert – great entertainment for adults and for children.  Bring the entire family.  Tickets: $10/person; $20/family –parents & children 17 yrs. & under.  Pizza supper included in the ticket price.  We want to fill our church for this special event.  Get your tickets now from members of the Mission Team [Ron/Donna Scott; John/Joan Gladney; Teresa Cone; Laurance/Dorothy Daignault; Geri Schmit; Anna Schultz] or in the parish office.  Encourage friends and neighbours to come with you.  Very good value for the price!
 

ST. GERARD PARISH SCRIPTURE STUDY

Wednesday evenings: 7:30 PM

in the parish hall

THEME: THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
EVERYONE WELCOME

Facilitators:

John Skelton   jdeskelton@hotmail.com  403-281-5421

Jill Moroney    kjmoroney@telus.net        403-252-0482

GOSPEL THEMES IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK

An Ecumenical Scripture Study

SHEPHERD KING LUTHERAN PARISH & 

ST. GERARD CATHOLIC PARISH

The study will consist of 8 sessions:

4 sessions at St. Gerard’s Parish   & 

4 sessions at Shepherd King Lutheran Parish

WEDNESDAYS: 10:00 – 11:00 AM

beginning February 10th, 2010 at St. Gerard’s

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THIS BIBLE STUDY!

JOE SIMMONS CD’S are in.  Come to the office to get your copy.  $20.00/cd
 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701. 

LENTEN E-COURSE:   BENEDICTINE SPIRITUAL PRACTICES
February 17-April 3, 2010
Are you ready to take a transformative journey through the Lenten season? Join Christine Valters Paintner, PhD, Benedictine Oblate and co-author of Lectio Divina: Contemplative Awakening and Awareness, for this email-based class.  Make a Lenten commitment to cultivating the contemplative practices of lectio divina, centering prayer, and praying the hours. This online Lenten E-Course is a retreat experience in daily life.  Through weekly lessons, guided meditation podcasts, and daily emails you will be supported in the integration of these ancient Christian ways of praying and being in the world. Small Group Guide and discount available when four or more register together.            Christine@AbbeyoftheArts.com.
Each year on Ash Wednesday the prophet Joel calls us to return to God with our whole hearts and we are marked with ashes as a sign of the precious and fragile nature of our days.  What if this year, when you heard those words proclaimed, you could say a deep yes – one that emerges from a commitment to grounding in ancient wisdom and practices?  What if your response to being marked with the sign of your mortality prompted you to a deeper commitment to prayer in a meaningful way.  St. Benedict advised that “always we begin again” – the invitation to return to God is ever-present – the question is how do we choose to respond?  What are the ways of praying and being which can help us to cultivate this wholehearted spirituality of presence?

Lent is a time when we are invited into an archetypal pilgrimage into the desert to discover the essence of what is most important in our lives.  The desert is the place where our illusions are stripped away, we grow in our capacity to be present to the Sacred Source pulsing within all of creation, and we expand our ability to love.  The Lenten scriptures are filled with the image of the heart as that place where the wholeness of who we are encounters the Divine Mystery.
During recent years there has been a dramatic rise in interest in Benedictine spirituality.  This sacred path offers the contemporary world a set of ancient Christian practices which call us to contemplative ways of being in a world of doing, to live into rhythms rooted in the natural rise and fall of the day, and to greater presence to the holy moments of our lives.  In this course you are invited to explore and experience three essential Benedictine spiritual practices: lectio divina (sacred reading), centering prayer, and praying the Hours of the day. Each practice is a thread that weaves together with the others to create a tapestry in which we begin to see everything as sacred. This class is appropriate for individuals who are new to contemplative prayer as well as those who may have some experience with one or more of the prayer forms and are seeking a way to make a supported commitment to deepened practice.  This class is also designed for those who want to create their own small group gathering with fellow pilgrims and seekers to support one another on this Lenten journey.

 

HELPING HAITI
How much time and how much money will we and the rest of the global community put into becoming a part of Haiti's resurrection?  Haiti in its devastation stands not only for the rebuilding of its own country but for the possible rebuilding of the soul and humanity of the entire human community itself.  Give generously in whatever ways you are able.  [Did you know? David Broad, son of Judy & John Broad, is with the Canadian military in Haiti.  Keep all the people who have gone to assist the Haitians in your prayers.]
ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
 

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704


Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Shauna Bedard, (403) 281-4718


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman (403) 253-8586


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – parish office, (403) 253-2251


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 





 Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)





 Confirmation – Paul Negenman, 403-253-8586


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC: – parish office (403)253-2251


  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – Lucie Just


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – every Wednesday - Anna Tremblay

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Thursday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Friday:


8:30 AM – 3:30 PM

Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















