FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

February 21, 2010






Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$6,145.35

Weekly average, year to date

$7,257.34



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal to date:



$3,375.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:

$1,736.46

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$5321.71
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

MONDAY
No Mass



FUNERAL PRAYERS for John Bestianich @ 7:00 PM

TUESDAY
FUNERAL MASS for John Bestianich @ 11:00 AM
       



Card Party: 9:45 AM


Holy Hour: 7:30 PM
 

WEDNESDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM




Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Ecumenical Bible Study: 10:00 AM—Gospel of Mark



Prayer Group: 11:00—11:45 AM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM (Gospel of Luke)



St. Vincent de Paul Meeting: 7:30 PM



Knights of Columbus Exec Meeting: 7:30 PM

 

THURSDAY
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

 

FRIDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM
   

        

9:45 AM (Movie in hall) Young at Heart


Faithful Friends Parent Meeting: 7:30 PM


STATIONS OF THE CROSS & EVENING PRAYER: 7:00 PM 
SATURDAY
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM


SUNDAY
Masses 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM





Coffee after both Masses



RCIA



 
FAITHFUL FRIENDS

One night Samuel heard a voice calling - whoo whoo was it?
Was it an owl, a bat or God?

Come to Faithful Friends on Feb 21, 2:30-4:00 if you are 3-8 years old.

RITE OF ELECTION
Saturday, February 20th; mass and Election Dismissal at the 5:00 PM mass at St. Gerard’s. Following the Dismissal, the candidate, their families, sponsors, and members of the rcia team will journey to St. Mary’s Cathedral to be presented to the Bishop as a candidate of St. Gerard’s Parish.  Keep our catechumen in your prayers throughout this upcoming Lenten season.

Jodie van de Sype
Elect: name given to catechumens chosen by God and affirmed by the Church as ready to celebrate baptism, confirmation, and Eucharist at the next Easter Vigil; catechumens who have gone through the Rite of Election or Enrollment Rite on the first Sunday of Lent
Election: the formal liturgical act of choosing those who have been called by God to celebrate the initiation sacraments; the election is proclaimed by the Bishop of a diocese
Enrollment of names: another name for the Rite of Election; the formal liturgical act of gathering and recording the names of those ready to be initiated at the next Easter Vigil.

 
LENTEN EVENING PRAYER
Our parish tradition for the Fridays of Lent is to set aside one hour for prayer in the church, from 7:00-8:00 PM.  We begin with Evening Prayer, and follow that with the Stations of the Cross.  Individuals and groups are invited to consider leading the Stations of the Cross.  
STATIONS OF CROSS
We are in need of people to lead the Stations of the Cross reflection for the following Friday evenings: February 26th; March 5th & March 12th.  You may choose the format you prefer.  Please contact Doreen 253-2251 or email doreen@stgerards.ca re: the date you could lead.  If we do not have volunteers, we will not be able to offer this Lenten prayer evening every Friday.

 
YOUNG AT HEART
(You’re Never Too Old to Rock)
*movie showing in the parish hall

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26th after morning Mass

Meet a fun-loving senior citizen’s choir who sing a wide range of songs, form deep & loving friendships, and bring joy into the lives of others.  Popcorn provided!

 

HELPING HAITI
How much time, how much money, will we and the rest of the global community put into becoming a part of Haiti's resurrection?  Haiti in its devastation stands not only for the rebuilding of its own country but for the possible rebuilding of the soul and humanity of the entire human community itself.  Give generously in whatever ways you are able.  [Did you know: David Broad, son of Judy & John Broad, is with the Canadian military in Haiti.  Keep all the people who have gone to assist the Haitians in your prayers.]

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
In Christ, there are many members yet one body

CAMPBELL STONE UNITED CHURCH

2266 Woodpark Avenue SW

(Hull Homes Activity/Gym Building)

Friday, March 5 at 7:00 PM
World day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many traditions who come together the first Friday of March to observe a common day of prayer each year.  Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm their faith in Jesus Christ and become aware of the whole world; are enriched by the faith experience of Christians of other countries and cultures; share the burdens of other people and pray with them and for them; become aware of their own talents and use them in the service of God’s world.  Prayer and action are inseparable and both have immeasurable influence in the world.  For more information, please contact Kay Power at (403) 255-6241. 

 

GOD SQUAD CANADA 
13 Annual Men’s Conference

“Walking with HOPE into the Future”
This conference will take place March 12 and 13 at St. Peters Catholic Church.  A discounted rate is available if you register online before February 28th. God Squad Canada was started by four Calgary city policemen who supported each other. They felt the calling from God to stand up for their faith, be the spiritual leaders at home and in work place and parishes that God wants for all of us. Therefore the conferences were started to call men together to listen to other men, priests, to get encouragement, teaching, and the tools to work toward becoming the spiritual leader at home for our family and in our parish. To be the rock of our family and church.  For more information, please call Brad Hunter, (403) 236-9062 or www.god-squad.ca
 

JOE SIMMONS CD’S
Come to the office to get your copy.

$20.00/cd
 

PRAYER TREE

Call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701. 

 
PARISH LENTEN MISSION 2010

March 6th – 9th
TWO WEEKS Away!!
Important TIMES to mark on your calendar:
SATURDAY, MARCH 6TH: 
Mass at 5:00 PM; pizza supper at 6:15 pm; concert at 7:30 PM
SUNDAY, MARCH 7TH: 
Masses at 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM; mission presentations at 4:00 PM; supper [PPC] at 5:30 PM
MONDAY MORNING, MARCH 8TH: 

Mass at 9:00 AM; coffee/breakfast & mission presentation at 9:45 AM  [SPIRITUALITY FOR THE MATURING YEARS…Dr. Nancy Reeves]
MONDAY: 

Supper [K of C] at 6:00 PM; mission presentations at 7:00 PM
TUESDAY MORNING, MARCH 9TH: 

Mass at 9:00 AM; coffee/breakfast & mission presentation at 9:45 AM  [HOW TO SING YOUR FAITH WITH CHILDREN… Ms. Linnea Good]
TUESDAY: 

Supper [CWL] at 6:00 PM; mission presentations at 7:00 PM

 

CONCERT OF FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE

Featuring LINNEA GOOD and THE GOOD BAND
Saturday, March 6th, 7:30 PM in our church.  This is going to be a fabulous concert – great entertainment for adults and for children.  Bring the entire family.  Tickets: $10/person; $20/family –parents & children 17 yrs. & under.  Pizza supper included in the ticket price.  We want to fill our church for this special event.  Get your tickets now from members of the Mission Team [Ron/Donna Scott; John/Joan Gladney; Teresa Cone; Laurance/Dorothy Daignault; Geri Schmit; Anna Schultz] or in the parish office.  Encourage friends and neighbours to come with you.  Very good value for the price!

ST. GERARD PARISH SCRIPTURE STUDY

Wednesday evenings: 7:30 PM

in the parish hall

THEME: THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
EVERYONE WELCOME
Facilitators:

John Skelton   jdeskelton@hotmail.com  403-281-5421

Jill Moroney    kjmoroney@telus.net        403-252-0482

THEMES IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK

An Ecumenical Scripture Study

SHEPHERD KING LUTHERAN PARISH & 

ST. GERARD CATHOLIC PARISH

WEDNESDAYS: 10:00 – 11:00 AM in the parish hall

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THIS BIBLE STUDY!
LENTEN E-COURSE:   BENEDICTINE SPIRITUAL PRACTICES
*February 17-April 3, 2010*

Are you ready to take a transformative journey through the Lenten season? Join Christine Valters Paintner, PhD, Benedictine Oblate and co-author of Lectio Divina: Contemplative Awakening and Awareness, for this email-based class.  Make a Lenten commitment to cultivating the contemplative practices of lectio divina, centering prayer, and praying the hours. This online Lenten E-Course is a retreat experience in daily life.  Through weekly lessons, guided meditation podcasts, and daily emails you will be supported in the integration of these ancient Christian ways of praying and being in the world. Small Group Guide and discount available when four or more register together.
Christine@AbbeyoftheArts.com.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
St. Peter’s Anglican Parish has again invited us to co-host the 2010 Vacation Bible School.  The dates for this year: August 16-20th.  We are hoping that we have one or more people who would like to be involved with this ministry.  Do you love interacting with children?  Do you have lots of ideas for fun activities?  Do you see the great value in nurturing the spiritual formation of our children?  For further information and a contact number, please phone Doreen in the parish office, or email doreen@stgerards.ca
Lent As: Hearing the Cry of the Poor

Each year, the Season of Lent is offered to us as a time of renewal. Usually, we take up this Lenten journey as the gift of personal renewal in terms of our relationship with the Lord. Our renewal becomes concrete when it comes down to self-denial which allows us to live our faith more authentically. The alms giving we do helps us express our gratitude and allows us to exercise generosity. However, Lent can also be a time to focus beyond ourselves. It can be a time of renewal that is offered us to hear the cry of the poor and grow in solidarity with them.
Ultimately, this is spiritual renewal as well and helps us grow closer to our Lord who tells us that if we wish to love him, we must express that love as love for the least of our brothers and sisters.

 

How can I make this Lent a time to hear the cry of the poor?
It all starts with desire and a few choices. If we recognize a desire to be more attentive to the poor and to grow in affection for and solidarity with them, then it is likely that this is a grace we have received. Many things may have happened to open us to this grace, but it is important to name it and welcome it. Perhaps God has been offering us this grace for some time and preparing us to receive it this Lent. If we don't feel this desire, we can ask for it. We can ask our Lord to help us grow in a desire to hear better the cry of those most in need.
Who are the poor? Who are most in need? Who are most pushed to the margins of neglect and powerlessness? It doesn't take a great social analysis to come up with some immediate answers in my own world and in the global situation today. Listening to the news - locally, nationally, globally - is a beginning. Who appears to be suffering? Who seems to be tremendously burdened? Not all the poor are in the news, but a sensitive scan of the news is a place to start.

 

What do I do when I begin to hear the cry of the poor?
We tend to not think of the poor very much because to do so can render us sad or feeling "unable to help." But, if we use a time like Lent to try to reflect upon the situation of the poor near us and around the world, then the poor will help us come to know God's special love for them. In this reflection we will discover God's love for us because we will experience solidarity with the poor. We can become aware of how narrow our concerns are or how self-centered we have become. Reflection upon the situation of the poor will draw us closer to them, helping us understand the mystery of radical dependence on God. Ultimately, our closeness with the poor during Lent will make us more "Christ-like" for he is the one who became completely one with us.

 

How will my prayer be different during Lent?
If we spend Lent reflecting upon the situation of the poor, we will begin to pray differently. We will see not only see their radical dependence upon God but we will find ourselves turning to God on their behalf, before we ask anything of God for ourselves. This kind of prayer purifies our prayer. It helps us pray with a renewed spirit. It frees us from so many of the demands we can place on God, especially for things like comfort or success or just getting things my way. With the poor as our prayer companions, we can surrender more easily and ask God for what really matters - first on their behalf and then for ourselves.

Our prayer for ourselves will more freely become a prayer that we might be transformed to be better servants for others, especially conscious of those on the margins of Society. It will ultimately lead us to ask the Lord to help us make our lifestyle simpler. It can lead us to ask to be freed from our dependence upon so many of the benefits of the unjust social structures of our world. Finally, it might lead me to ask for the courage to act against those unjust social structures, even to dismantle them.  Lent spent hearing the cry of the poor starts with awareness, is spent in growing solidarity and leads to deeper compassion and transformative prayer. 

 

 

 

 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
 

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704


Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Shauna Bedard, (403) 281-4718


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman (403) 253-8586


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – parish office, (403) 253-2251


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 





 Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)





 Confirmation – Paul Negenman, 403-253-8586


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC: – parish office (403)253-2251


  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – Lucie Just


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – every Wednesday - Anna Tremblay

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Thursday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Friday:


8:30 AM – 3:30 PM

Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















