SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

February 28, 2010






Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$6,716.10

Weekly average, year to date

$7,189.69



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal to date:



$3,435.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:

$2,174.46

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$5321.71
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

MONDAY
No Mass

TUESDAY
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM
       



Card Party: 9:45 AM



CWL Exec Meeting: 7:00 PM



BOOK CLUB: 7:30 PM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM {Sacred Longings}
 

WEDNESDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM




Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Ecumenical Bible Study: 10:00 AM—Gospel of Mark



Prayer Group: 11:00—11:45 AM



Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM (Gospel of Luke)


Knights of Columbus Meeting: 7:30 PM

 

THURSDAY
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

 

FRIDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM
   

        

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 10:00 AM until Noon.

 

Sandwiches will be collected for the downtown street ministries.  


WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: 7:00 PM (Campbell-Stone United Church)


STATIONS OF THE CROSS & EVENING PRAYER: 7:00 PM 
SATURDAY
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



Parish Mission begins with Supper at 6:15 PM



LINNEA GOOD CONCERT: 7:30 PM in the church


SUNDAY
Masses 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM





Coffee after both Masses



RCIA






Parish Mission: 4:00 PM

Supper: 5:30 PM  
 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
In Christ, there are many members yet one body

CAMPBELL STONE UNITED CHURCH

2266 Woodpark Avenue SW

(Hull Homes Activity/Gym Building)

Friday, March 5 at 7:00 PM
World day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many traditions who come together the first Friday of March to observe a common day of prayer each year.  Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm their faith in Jesus Christ and become aware of the whole world; are enriched by the faith experience of Christians of other countries and cultures; share the burdens of other people and pray with them and for them; become aware of their own talents and use them in the service of God’s world.  Prayer and action are inseparable and both have immeasurable influence in the world.  For more information, please contact Kay Power at (403) 255-6241. 

REMEMBER TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD—SATURDAY, MARCH 6.
 
“Our parish Mission is fast approaching!  One more week!  Your Mission Team is excited; your Pastoral Team is excited!  Are you excited?  Time to make it happen!   BELIEVE!
Parish missions are mandated as occasions/opportunities for faith development for the members of a parish community.  St. Gerard’s pastoral team endeavors to provide spiritually well-formed, vibrate, and diverse mission presenters.  

This year is no exception…Dr. Nancy Reeves is a ‘cracker jack’ – spiritually healthy, well-educated, very experienced in mission/retreat presentations, and with a delightful sense of humor. [She has recently done workshops for the seminary in Texas at the invitation of Fr. Ron Rolheiser.]  You will love Nancy and gain much from what she has to offer.  

Linnea Good is a multi-talented artist…a Canadian songwriter and singer.  Her music is energetic and joyous.  Children & adults will absolutely love Linnea’s music.
We are hoping that each one of our parishioners will be attending the Mission and the Concert, and that each of you will evangelize by bringing at least 1 other person with you!  [When was the last time you invited someone to come and listen to the ‘good news’ of Jesus Christ??  Perhaps we need to become a teensy bit more ‘evangelical’.]  

Families preparing for the celebration of a sacrament this year: the concert and the mission are an offering of preparation for all of you.  Please come.
The Mission Team & our Pastoral Team would like to see a ‘full house’ at the concert, as well as at the 3 mission evenings & the 2 day time presentations.  

A parish mission is not for the edification of the mission team…they are only the very willing servants who work hard to facilitate the mission for the rest of the parishioners.  The success of a mission is the responsibility of the parishioners.  Every parishioner has the potential to make Mission 2010 a resounding success: through the offer of help; through attendance; by bringing along others; by praying for the success of the mission.  Ministry members have a special role of leadership and example; they have a responsibility to support and promote the endeavors of the parish community.  
So BELIEVE!  What better way to acknowledge the presence of God’s Spirit in St. Gerard’s parish than by gathering and celebrating God’s Word spoken to us through our mission presenters.”
Your Parish Mission Team
 

CONCERT: Saturday at 7:30 PM—Linnea Good and Good Company...join us for pizza supper and some ‘get-up-and-shake-that body music –makes your heart/spirit feel-so-good music
 

MISSION SUNDAY: 4:00 PM with supper & dessert at 5:30 PM

MONDAY: Mass at 9:00 AM; presentation– Spirituality for the Maturing Years.  Supper at 6:00 PM; presentation [children & adults] at 7:00 PM

TUESDAY: Mass at 9:00 AM; presentation– How to ‘Sing’ our Faith with Our Children/Grandchildren.  Supper at 6:00 PM; presentation [children & adults] at 7:00 PM

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER
Our parish tradition for the Fridays of Lent is to set aside one hour for prayer in the church, from 7:00-8:00 PM.  We begin with Evening Prayer, and follow that with the Stations of the Cross.  

RCIA SCRUTINIES

3RD, 4TH, & 5TH Sundays of Lent    Sunday Readings: Cycle A; Gospel of John

1st Scrutiny—Jesus as the Living Water

2nd Scrutiny—Jesus as the Light of the World, healer of the blind

3rd Scrutiny—Jesus as the Giver of New Life

On the Scrutiny Sundays, the Elect and all the baptized are prepared to discern, by hearing and reflecting on the gospels, that which in our lives is weak, negative, and sinful, and to reveal in us that which is strong, good and positive.
As we gradually grow in our understanding of sin, we are opened to Jesus Christ, the Redeemer: who is the living water; who is the light of the world; who is resurrection and life.

The Elect [and we, who are baptized] should grow into a deeper perception of the sin in our own lives and in our world, and grow in our desire to more fully participate in salvation offered through Jesus Christ.

Use the 3 gospel passages [John 4:5-42; John 9:1-41; John 11:1-45] to guide your Lenten attentiveness, over the next 3 weeks, to God’s Word being spoken to  you in the events, persons & experiences in your life.

Remember to pray for Jodie van de Sype as she journeys through this final period before her baptism at Easter Vigil.

 

ST. GERARD’S BOOK CLUB
Sacred Longings: The Ecological Spirit & Global Culture by Mary C. Grey.  Ms. Grey is a leading British theologian and a professor at the University of Wales.  Grey examines the sacred longings of humanity and encourages the reader to embark on a spiritual quest that can result in a transformation of our communities at both a local and a global level.  Have we gotten out of touch with our deepest desires?  Have we been trapped by the seductions of capitalism?  Have we lost touch with the call to protect and care for God’s earth and God’s people, most especially the weak and the vulnerable?  This book is a challenge to all of us to ‘think outside the box’, to think ‘bigger than our own backyard’.  This was certainly the challenge of Jesus to his society.  Are we open to this challenge?  Join us in our new study on Tuesday, March 2nd in the parish hall.  All are welcome.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
St. Peter’s Anglican Parish has again invited us to co-host the 2010 Vacation Bible School.  The dates for this year: August 16-20th.  We are hoping that we have one or more people who would like to be involved with this ministry.  Do you love interacting with children?  Do you have lots of ideas for fun activities?  Do you see the great value in nurturing the spiritual formation of our children?  For further information and a contact number, please phone Doreen in the parish office, 253-2251, or email doreen@stgerards.ca
 

1ST RECONCILIATION
SATURDAY, MARCH 13TH

Parish Hall

The retreat will begin at 10:00 AM until NOON. Parents are invited to stay with their child for the retreat. A light brunch will be served for fellowship at 9:45 AM until 10:00 AM.  For information, please call Margie Gallagher at (403) 697-5390.

The Richness of Life
by Joyce Rupp on February 2010
 

I was standing in the aisle in the grocery store when a sharp spiritual pain pinched my awareness and let me see the rest of the world. I was appalled. I realized I could buy anything in the store that I wanted. The richness of my life slapped me in the face as I stood there, thinking about how many people do not even have a store like that available to them, let alone the money to purchase what is in it.

 

Not long after that experience, I read some statistics in an article by Sr. Joan Chittister that increased my awareness of my own richness in light of the world’s poverty:

Social statisticians tell us that if the earth’s population were a village of 100 people, there would be 57 Asians, 21 Europeans, and 8 Africans. Only 14 people in the village would be from both North and South America combined. Seventy of the people in this village would be nonwhite. Seventy would be non-Christian. Seventy would be illiterate. Fifty of them would be malnourished. Fifty percent of all the money in the village would be held by six people – and all of those would be white, male Americans…”
 

Reading Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt increased my awareness of how fifty percent of the world are impoverished while I sit in my comfortable shelter, feasting daily on good food. As McCourt described going hungry day after day in his memoir of a childhood in Ireland’s desolate time, I thought of how rarely I consider the rest of humanity, while day after day I am in my smug, smug little world of satisfaction.

 

My awareness continued to deepen as I read McCourt’s description of the three small boys sleeping on one old, raggedy coat, covered by two thin ones in the damp, cold climate, and of his licking the newspapers he found in which someone’s fish and chips had been wrapped. This is not just something that has happened in the past. This kind of situation continues to exist, day after day, in many cities, villages and isolated country places.

But there is also hope. There are people in wealthy nations whose awareness of the rest of the world is making a difference. They want to help. They are working to change the great gap between the haves and have-nots.

 

I see the choices these generous and compassionate people are making. Their selflessness and kind-heartedness encourages me to make better decisions about how I live and how I give.

I do not believe that it is a matter of condemning a comfortable life but, rather, of wanting this for all people. It is good that we are challenged to use our resources in such a way that others can also have a more humane life. It is essential that we are reminded often that each human being is our sister or our brother. It is the message Jesus taught so long ago. It is an ageless teaching and we are always in need of re-learning and living the message. Lent is a good time to re-enter the heart of this teaching.

From Out of the Ordinary: Prayers, Poems, and Reflections for Every Season by Joyce Rupp

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Prayer action suggestion:

Choose a Lenten penance in which your life will make a tangible difference in the life of another.
ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
 

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704


Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Shauna Bedard, (403) 281-4718


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman (403) 253-8586


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – parish office, (403) 253-2251


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 





 Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)





 Confirmation – Paul Negenman, 403-253-8586


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC: – parish office (403)253-2251


  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – Lucie Just


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – every Wednesday - Anna Tremblay

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Thursday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Friday:


8:30 AM – 3:30 PM

Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















