SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

January 17, 2010






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$7,369.52

Weekly average, year to date
$7,510.76



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal to date:



$739.00

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$354.79

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$3518.58
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

MONDAY

No Mass




Individual Sessions with Joe Simmons




INN FROM THE COLD

TUESDAY

Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)



Mass: 9:00 AM




Individual Sessions with Joe Simmons




Card Party: 9:45 AM
 

WEDNESDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM

Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM




Positive Aging Workshop: 9:45 AM—12:30 PM




Individual Sessions with Joe Simmons




Presiders Workshop with Joe Simmons: 7:30 PM

 

THURSDAY

Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Geri S.)




Mass: 9:00 AM




Individual Sessions with Joe Simmons

 

FRIDAY

Mass: 9:00 AM




Luncheon for Counters and Bulletin Stuffers: Noon




KNITTING GROUP: 1:00 PM

SATURDAY

Wedding: 3:00 PM




Reconciliation: 4:00 PM




Mass: 5:00 PM

 

SUNDAY

Masses 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM




Coffee after both Masses




RCIA

  
A GIFT FROM THE STAFF:
Because you make some of the clerical workload lighter…The ‘collection counters’ and the ‘bulletin stuffers’ are invited to lunch on Friday, January 22nd at noon in the parish hall.  Please call Jan, (403) 253-2251 to RSVP (on or before January 20). Captains: please call the people on your team to ensure that they know the date and time of this luncheon.
 

OUR OWN PARISH ‘TORCHBEARER’
Trudy Coucill, a member of St. Gerard’s Parish, will be carrying the Olympic Torch: Tuesday, Jan 19, at approximately 3:36 PM, in Irricana, starting along Second Avenue from the Rec Centre Complex to Madison Drive.  You are welcome to journey to Irricana to cheer Trudy on! Trudy’s torchbearer number is OTR082-138.  You can watch the torch relay via webcam at:

http://www.ctvolympics.ca/torch/index.html#/Home.

 

1ST COMMUNION ACTIVITIES
The 2 events, planned for Saturday, January 23rd and the weekend of February 6th, are temporarily being put on hold.  These two events, hopefully, will be rescheduled in the spring.  Families will be notified in the bulletin and by mail or email.  If there are any people who might be interested in coordinating/organizing some of these activities, please talk with Doreen in the parish office.
POSITIVE AGING WORKSHOP:
A 4 week workshop with Saging Leader, Judy Steiert.  Wednesday mornings at 9:30 AM in our parish hall [3 sessions remaining].  Learning to appreciate all the seasons of our lives, and to continue contributing positively to the world.  Aging is not a mistake made by God; there is a purpose and a reason to aging.

 

CHRISTIAN UNITY
As an acknowledgement of the universal week of prayer for Christian unity, St. Gerard’s will be enriched with guest homilists for the next two weekends.  The Rev. Marty Tuer, a Lutheran minister, will be the homilist for all masses on Jan 23-24.  Please welcome Reverend Tuer with the famous St. Gerard’s hospitality.
The week of Christian Unity is a time for raising our consciousness and recommitting our Christian communities to the need for Christians to nurture our similarities, rather than fostering our differences.  “The importance of unity among Christians and the responsibility of the people of each parish to work for this unity should be emphasized throughout the week…All members of the parish should seek to have a deeper understanding of ecumenism.” [2009-2010 Ordo]  To ponder:  what can I do to foster a respect and love for people of Christian denominations other than Catholic?
 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION INFORMATION:
TABLE FOR 2 Supper: for all couples who were part of our Pre-Marriage preparation in 2009.  Saturday, January 30th at 6:00 PM in the parish hall.
 

Pre-Marriage Prep for 2010: all couples who are booked for weddings in 2010 will be contacted early in the New Year (please be sure we have your current address.) The initial group gathering of Team, Pastoral Staff, Liturgy personnel, and engaged couples will be on Saturday, March 13th, beginning with mass at 5:00 PM.

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION for Year 2010
For any couples of the parish who are anticipating marriage in the year 2010 – please contact the parish office as soon as possible. Our Marriage Prep Course will begin in March, 2010.  

STARS
Thank you to all parishioners who made the stars that we hung in the Church this Christmas. They were enjoyed by many. If you would like to have your star back, please come pick it up in the hall, either this weekend or next.

 

PRAYER TREE: call Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701. 

 

ECUMENICAL SCRIPTURE STUDY
Shepherd King Lutheran Church & St. Gerard’s Catholic Church are offering a joint Lenten Scripture Study for their parishioners.  Wednesday mornings, 10:00 – 11:00 AM, beginning February 10th.  The study will consist of 8 sessions: 4 sessions at St. Gerard’s Parish & 4 sessions at Shepherd King Parish.  We are very excited to be offering this joint study, and we encourage our parishioners to attend.  The first 4 sessions will be held in our parish hall; the last 4 sessions will be held in Shepherd King parish hall [across from Shopper’s on 75th Avenue].  The study is Themes from the Gospel of Mark.  To sign up for this study [no cost], register with Doreen Yochim: 403-253-2251; doreen@stgerards.ca
HOSPITALITY AFTER SATURDAY MASS

Since last October coffee and nibbles have been offered after the Saturday mass by the Stewardship Committee.   It seems like a popular idea.  We have quite a few folks staying long enough for a quick snack and a visit with those who join them in celebrating the Eucharist.

 

Beginning in February, we ask you who have enjoyed our efforts to sign up to take a turn at providing the hospitality from time to time.  This is an easy way to serve one another, and to get to know those with whom you share Eucharist on Saturday evenings.  It is an ideal way for families to serve together.  We thank those of you who have already helped out and who have offered to do so in the future.
 

A signup sheet will be on the serving table in the gathering area.  If you are unsure about how to help out, sign up anyway, and leave a note and contact number beside your name.  Someone from stewardship will join you for your first time. We anticipate that enough people will be willing to join in so no one will have to serve alone. The parish will reimburse for the snacks, if you wish.

 

The time required is about 30-40 minutes before and after mass.  If all those who have been joining us on Saturdays sign up for a turn, the rotation would be 3 or 4 times a year.
 


MAKING ALL THINGS NEW: Stewardship and New Year's Resolutions
Prayer: Resolve to strengthen your relationship with the Lord. Notice how often you pray and what hinders you from praying. Commit to short, daily prayer times.

Family: Resolve to set aside more time to stay connected with your family. Eat dinner together, schedule regular dates with your spouse, plan family outings, and go to Mass together.

Source: www.catholicstewarship.org
2010 ENVELOPES are available in the gathering area.  Please take the box with your name.  If there is not a box of envelopes for you, please contact Jan in the parish office, 253-2251.

Mass to celebrate CONSECRATED LIFE:   

Will be on Sunday, February 7th at the 10:30 AM Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral.  The Sisters, Brothers, Priests who are present will renew their religious consecration.  All are invited to join them.

  
LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY

     Plenty of love is evident at a wedding.  There is the love between the bride and the groom.  There is the love of the parents for their son or daughter.  There is the love of grandparents, and aunts and uncles.  There is the love of the attendants for the couple.  The gospel this Sunday is about a wedding at Cana to which Mary and Jesus had been invited.  As with all weddings, we can presume that love abounds at this celebration.

 

     The story of this wedding, however, has quite a different focus.  It is less a story about a couple & a wedding, and more a story about God’s big day!  Why does John begin his gospel with a wedding story?  What, really, does the wedding mean?  What is the sign that is being given?  This first ‘manifestation’ of Jesus summarizes his entire mission: John uses this occasion at the beginning of Jesus’ public life to give us an overview of the meaning and purpose of Jesus’ entire life.  All of Jesus’ life and actions, culminating in his death and his resurrection, are part of his ‘saving’ work. Our response is “to believe in him”.  Our ‘believing’ is our own embracing of the mission work of Jesus.  John uses the wedding as a metaphor to manifest to us that there is new wine among us.  The marriage is a marriage between heaven and earth, divinity and humanity, God and us.
     Our own encounters with Jesus [in prayer, through the people in our lives, in our daily struggles] should always be seen as epiphanies of God’s glory that invite us to respond to the divine presence with belief.  How many people at the Cana wedding recognized the presence of Jesus through his sign with the wine?  How many people enjoying that wedding had an epiphany and realized that the ‘divine’ was in their midst?  How often do we, in our daily lives, miss the true presence of Jesus because we are too busy or looking for him in places where we think he should be?  When was the last time you were in a store, or at work, or sharing food, or at a wedding and you recognized the presence of Jesus in what was happening?  How blind we usually are!  Spontaneous laughter, talking over a meal, visiting with a lonely person, getting a phone call from a family member or friend…the challenge is for us to see these as revelations of God’s glory, as epiphanies of God’s love for us, and as an opportunity to respond in belief.
     Yes, these common, ordinary signs of God’s love and presence and glory are all around us.  By responding to other people, we can also become signs of God’s love to them, epiphanies for others.  We can be the good wine when we take up Jesus’ mission in our own lives.  Living the paschal mystery means that we must become empty vessels in order to be filled anew with the goodness of God’s glory.

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163 or                                          Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – parish office, (403) 253-2251


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 





 Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)





 Confirmation – Paul Negenman, 403-253-8586


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC: – parish office (403)253-2251


  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – Lucie Just


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays - Anna Tremblay

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Thursday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Friday:


8:30 AM – 3:30 PM

Closed for Lunch:

11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















