THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

January 24, 2010






Sunday Offerings


Outreach

Last Week



$7,671.50

Weekly average, year to date
$7,564.34



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal to date:



$1,005.00

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:
$460.79

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$3518.58

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

MONDAY

No Mass

TUESDAY

Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)



Mass: 9:00 AM




Card Party: 9:45 AM



Holy Hour: 7:30 PM
 

WEDNESDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM

Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM




Positive Aging Workshop: 9:45 AM—12:30 PM




Knights of Columbus Executive Meeting: 7:30 PM

 

THURSDAY

Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Agnes B.)




Mass: 9:00 AM




Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

 

FRIDAY

Mass: 9:00 AM

SATURDAY

Reconciliation: 4:00 PM




Mass: 5:00 PM




TABLE FOR TWO following Mass

 

SUNDAY

Masses 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM




Coffee after both Masses




RCIA

 
CHRISTIAN UNITY

As a parish, we respond to Bishop Henry’s encouragement to acknowledge the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity through welcoming guest homilists. It is a great honor for us to have the Rev. Marty Tuer, a Lutheran minister, as our homilist this weekend. Pastor Marty is excited to be with us this weekend, to be, in her words, “… part of ecumenism in action”. 
Marty has been ordained for more than 20 years, is married to Doug and has two grown sons.
She has been a congregational pastor, has worked in palliative care and, most recently, trained in chaplaincy at the Foothills Medical Centre. Her work with Alberta Health Services has afforded her the privilege of exploring some of the rich texture of faith expression in Calgary. Again, in her own words, “It is a privilege for me to celebrate, with you, our unity in the midst of diversity.”
Our guest homilist next weekend will be the Reverend Jean Morris, Presbyterian minister. 

 

A SONG FOR HAITI
Thursday, January 28th; 7:00 PM; ST. CECILIA’S CHURCH
Featuring: Georges Gabriel [Haiti], Michelle Todd, Lindsay Ell, Tony Rino, Brent Saklofske, Marty Antonini & Seventh Heaven
Donations payable to: Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary [Development and Peace]; charitable tax receipts available.

 

Saturday, January 30th; 7:00 PM; ST. PETER’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
[Elbow Dr. & 75th Ave.]
Featuring: Georges Gabriel [Haiti], Denis Grady & the Stone Rejected Band, Jarosh Accordion Ensemble, Los Morenos, and Ken Mann

Donations payable to: Anglican Primate’s Relief Fund; charitable tax receipts available.

 

HAITI EMERGENCY RELIEF
The Federal Government will match contributions of individuals to eligible Canadian charitable organizations in support of humanitarian and recovery efforts in response to the earthquake, up to a total of $50 million.  The Canadian Organization for Development and Peace is one of the eligible Canadian organizations.  Therefore, the money Development and Peace collects and puts into its relief projects in Haiti will be matched dollar-for-dollar by the federal government.  Let us be generous in our response to this great disaster in Haiti; God’s anawim are in desperate need of our help.

1ST COMMUNION ACTIVITIES
The 2 events, planned for Saturday, January 23rd and the weekend of February 6th are temporarily being put on hold.  These two events, hopefully, will be rescheduled in the spring.  Families will be notified in the bulletin and by mail or email.  If there are any people who might be interested in coordinating/organizing some of these activities, please talk with Doreen in the parish office.
POSITIVE AGING WORKSHOP:
A 4 week workshop with Saging Leader, Judy Steiert.  Wednesday mornings at 9:30 AM in our parish hall [3 sessions remaining].  Learning to appreciate all the seasons of our lives, and to continue contributing positively to the world.  Aging is not a mistake made by God; there is a purpose and a reason to aging.

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY
Beginning WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD, 7:30 PM.

The study:  THE GOSPEL OF LUKE.  Consider the importance of the ‘good news’ in our lives as Christians.  How do we truly begin to open up and understand in depth, the call to be disciples of Christ unless we know intimately the gospels.  Plan to gift yourself with the time to devote to Luke’s gospel message this year.  We are in Cycle C of the liturgical year cycles, and the gospel of Luke is the primary gospel of the masses.  Come and see…
 

PRAYER TREE

Kay Power, (403) 255-6241 or Rosemary Fennell, (403) 281-5701. 

 

PARISH LENTEN MISSION 2010

March 6th – 9th
Our parish mission is fast approaching, and it promises to be unique, exciting, and of great blessing for adults and children.  Plan now to attend. 

LINNEA GOOD AND THE GOOD BAND
In concert at St. Gerard Church on Saturday, March 6th.  Linnea is a Canadian singer/songwriter.  She performs songs of life, love, faith, stories of journey, searching, and momentary saints.  Tickets will go on sale this weekend.  Cost: $10/adult; $20/parents & children 17 and under.  Purchase your tickets from the Mission Team members after Sunday masses, or come to the parish office during the week.  This promises to be a fabulous concert, and we anticipate filling our church to overflowing!!
ECUMENICAL SCRIPTURE STUDY
Shepherd King Lutheran Church & St. Gerard’s Catholic Church are offering a joint Lenten Scripture Study for their parishioners.  Wednesday mornings, 10:00 – 11:00 AM, beginning February 10th.  The study will consist of 8 sessions: 4 sessions at St. Gerard’s Parish & 4 sessions at Shepherd King Parish.  We are very excited to be offering this joint study, and we encourage our parishioners to attend.  The first 4 sessions will be held in our parish hall; the last 4 sessions will be held in Shepherd King Parish hall [across from Shopper’s on 75th Avenue].  The study is Themes from the Gospel of Mark.  To sign up for this study [no cost], register with Doreen Yochim: 403-253-2251; doreen@stgerards.ca
ST. GERARD’S BOOK CLUB

The evening Book Club will resume on Tuesday, February 16 at 7:30 PM.  We meet regularly on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month.  Everyone is welcome! Our chosen book for this session is “Sacred Longings - The Ecological Spirit and Global Culture”, by Mary C. Grey.  Copies will be available in the office. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pat at pjamnicz@yahoo.ca or 252-7332.

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION INFORMATION:
Pre-Marriage Prep for 2010: all couples who are booked for weddings in 2010 will be contacted early in the New Year (please be sure we have your current address.) The initial group gathering of Team, Pastoral Staff, Liturgy personnel, and engaged couples will be on Saturday, March 13th, beginning with mass at 5:00 PM.

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION for Year 2010
For any couples of the parish who are anticipating marriage in the year 2010 – please contact the parish office as soon as possible. Our Marriage Prep Course will begin in March, 2010.  

Mass to celebrate CONSECRATED LIFE:   

Will be on Sunday, February 7th at the 10:30 AM Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral.  The Sisters, Brothers, Priests who are present will renew their religious consecration.  All are invited to join them.

CARD PARTY
Please join us on Tuesday afternoons from 9:45 -11:30 AM.  Come and play euchre or bridge.  For more information, please call Anita at (403) 255-4645.

 

Ecole St. Gerard French Immersion School (1204 96th Ave. S.W.) is hosting a Kindergarten Open House on Wednesday, January 27th from 9:30 to 11:30 AM.  You are welcome to drop by and watch a class in progress.

Mission and Unity
Not everyone naturally makes the link between missionary endeavour and the desire for Christian Unity. Yet surely the missionary commitment of the church must go hand in had with its ecumenical commitment?  Because of our baptism we are already one body and we are called to live in communion. God has made us brothers and sisters in Christ. Is not this the fundamental witness that we are called to?
Historically the fact that the question of Christian unity was often first raised by missionaries was for practical reasons. This was often simply so as to avoid unnecessary competition in the face of enormous human and material need. The territory to be evangelized was shared out and occasionally attempts were made to go further than having activities running in parallel to one another and to favour some common projects. Missionaries from different churches might for example combine their resources to undertake a new translation of the Bible and this cooperation in the service of the Word of God led to reflections on the divisions between Christians.
Without denying the rivalries that existed between missionaries sent by different churches, it should also be recognized that those who were first in the mission field were also the first to recognize the tragedy of Christian division. Europe had got used to divisions between churches but the scandal of disunity seemed dreadful to missionaries who were announcing the gospel to people who had known nothing of Christ until then. Of course the different church divisions which have marked Christian history did have theological reasons, but they were also marked by the context (historical, political, intellectual …) which gave birth to them. Could it be justified to export these divisions to peoples who were discovering Christ?
In the midst their fresh beginnings the new local churches could hardly fail to notice the gap between the message of love which they wanted to live out and the actual separation between Christ's disciples. How can you make others understand the reconciliation offered in Jesus Christ if the baptized themselves ignore or fight one another? How could Christian groups who lived in mutual hostility preach one Lord, one faith and one baptism in a credible way?
In order to unite with one another, we must love one another;
in order to love one another, we must know one another;
in order to know one another, we must go and meet one another.
These words, known as the "Testament of Cardinal Mercier," are an impetus for the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The week (actually an octave, eight days) has been celebrated continuously since 1894. However, the Week was a dream of many Christian leaders since the early years of the 19th century.
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is now celebrated around the world in January. Since 1968, the theme and focus biblical texts have been prepared by a joint committee of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Vatican's Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity.
Eight days of prayer

The traditional period in the northern hemisphere for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 18-25 January. Those dates were proposed in 1908 by Paul Wattson to cover the days between the feasts of St. Peter and St. Paul, and therefore have a symbolic significance. In the southern hemisphere where January is a vacation time, churches often find other days to celebrate the Week of Prayer, for example around Pentecost (which was suggested by the Faith and Order movement in 1926), which is also a symbolic date for the unity of the church.
ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704               



Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Dianne Bulbrook


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn from the Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163 or                                          Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – parish office, (403) 253-2251


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 





 Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)





 Confirmation – Paul Negenman, 403-253-8586


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program – John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC: – parish office (403)253-2251


  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – Lucie Just


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – alternate Wednesdays - Anna Tremblay

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Thursday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Friday:


8:30 AM – 3:30 PM

Closed for Lunch:

11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















