THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

March 7, 2010

Sunday Offerings

Outreach

Last Week



$8,272.58

Weekly average, year to date

$7,310.01



Weekly target to meet budget
$9,000.00     

Annual Bishop’s Charity Appeal to date:



$3,545.13

St. Gerard’s Parish collection for Mission Mexico to date:

$2,486.64

St. Vincent de Paul to date:





$5321.71
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

MONDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM 



Coffee/breakfast & Mission Presentation at 9:45 AM



Supper: 6:00 PM
Mission Presentation: 7:00 PM

TUESDAY
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Jean D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM
       



Coffee/breakfast & Mission Presentation at 9:45 AM



Supper: 6:00 PM
Mission Presentation: 7:00 PM
 

WEDNESDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM






Christian Meditation: 1:30 PM



Ecumenical Bible Study: 10:00 AM (Shepherd King Church)


Little Rock Scripture Study: 7:30 PM (Gospel of Luke)
 

THURSDAY
Morning Prayer: 8:40 AM (Jean D.)



Mass: 9:00 AM



Bishop Grandin High School Masses: 11:00 AM & 1:00 PM



Choir Practice: 7:30 PM

 

FRIDAY
Mass: 9:00 AM


 
Liturgy Committee Meeting: 9:45 AM  


STATIONS OF THE CROSS & EVENING PRAYER: 7:00 PM (SVDP)
SATURDAY
Reconciliation: 4:00 PM



Mass: 5:00 PM



CHINESE DINNER FOR ENGAGED & SPONSOR COUPLES




DON’T FORGET TO TURN YOUR CLOCK AHEAD!

SUNDAY
Masses 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM





Coffee after both Masses



RCIA






FAITHFUL FRIENDS: 2:30 - 4:00 PM  


  

FAITHFUL FRIENDS

Sunday, March 14 at 2:30 PM - 4:00 PM!
In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Ghost
Here's to the one we love the most.......
Come explore and discover the hidden crosses and clues on 
our Faithful Friend Adventure Quest!

CWL GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, March 16th at 7:00 PM

Please note our meeting has moved one week because of the Lenten Mission. To honor St. Patrick please wear green to the meeting. Anyone who is interested in attending Dr. Miller’s talk about ‘125 Years of Catholic Education’ on Wednesday, March 17th at St. Peter’s church.  Contact Shauna Bedard, (403) 281-4718 before March 10th.

MISSION TIME!!!    Our Presenters have ARRIVED!
DR. NANCY REEVES & MS. LINNEA GOOD 
A MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN- Falling in Love with God more Deeply
SATURDAY
CONCERT at 7:30 PM in the church
SUNDAY
Mission at 4:00 PM
Supper & Dessert at 5:30 PM

MONDAY
Mass at 9:00 AM
Mission presentation at 9:45 AM: SPIRITUALITY FOR THE MATURING YEARS
Supper at 6:00 PM in the parish hall
Mission presentation: 7:00 PM in the church
Dessert in the hall following the mission

TUESDAY
Mass at 9:00 AM
Mission presentation at 9:45 AM: SHARING YOUR FAITH THROUGH MUSIC WITH KIDS AND GRANDKIDS
Supper at 6:00 PM in the parish hall
Mission presentation: 7:00 PM in the church
Dessert in the hall following the mission
{The morning Mission presentations will be different from the evening presentations, and will be of special interest to adults.}
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
St. Gerard’s Parish has one adult and 4 youth preparing for baptism, and one adult preparing for Confirmation / Eucharist.
This weekend, we celebrate the First Scrutiny.  The readings from Cycle A are used.  The gospel reading is from John, and is the story of Jesus meeting the Samaritan Woman at a Well.  Jesus reveals himself as LIVING WATER.  What does that understanding of Jesus mean to each of us who are baptized?

 

Over the next three Sundays (the third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent), those parishes with adults and older children preparing for initiation into the church at Easter will celebrate rituals called the "scrutinies" during Mass.  They are part of a series of rites belonging to the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) that are celebrated during the season of Lent.

 

Some people feel quite uncomfortable with the term "scrutiny".  The word "scrutinize" means to examine in minute detail, and we may feel that it is intrusive or hypocritical to pry into the lives and motives of those who wish to join the church.  Because of those misgivings, the term "rites of healing and strengthening" is sometimes used instead.  The ritual book says that the purpose of the scrutinies is to "heal all that is weak, defective, or sinful in the hearts of the elect" and "to give them strength in Christ, who is the way, the truth, and the life".  The rite also describes the scrutinies as "rites for self-searching and repentance".  (RCIA 128).

 

Every time we celebrate the sacrament of baptism, we ask the questions, "Do you renounce Satan… and all his works…and all his empty promises?"  These are serious questions.  We should consider them carefully before answering.  And that is what the elect, those preparing to be baptized at the Easter Vigil, spend much of Lent doing.
For those who are making their final preparation for baptism, Lent is a time of purification and enlightenment. In the light of God's word, they examine their lives and ask the entire Christian community to pray that whatever is weak and sinful within them may be eliminated and that whatever is good and holy may be affirmed.
As a parish, we all need to be committed to supporting our candidates.  We need to pray for them; we need to share our faith journey with them; we need to continually encourage them in their faith journey [volunteer to be a Dismissal leader or a leader of catechetical discussion]; we need to invite them into our ministries.
 

LENTEN EVENING PRAYER
Our parish tradition for the Fridays of Lent is to set aside one hour for prayer in the church, from 7:00-8:00 PM.  We begin with Evening Prayer, and follow that with the Stations of the Cross.  

FAMILIES PREPARING CHILDREN FOR 1ST RECONCILIATION:

Reminder: upcoming Sacrament of Reconciliation Retreat. The retreat will be held on Saturday March 13th, from 10 am to 12 noon in the Parish Hall. A light brunch will be served from 9:45 am, so arrive a bit early and share a coffee, juice and snack with the other children and their families celebrating this sacrament.
The format for the morning will be fairly informal with opportunities for children and their parent(s) to participate in discussion, activities and review of this sacrament of love and forgiveness. The material covered will include the four paths outlined in the book We Discover God’s Paths – Preparation for Reconciliation which all families should have received at the time of registration. Music and reflection will be incorporated into the morning while the children prepare bookmarks for their prayer corner at home. The steps of the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be reviewed and then the children will be invited to proceed to the church for their first reconciliation with Bogdan.
Margie Gallagher

Parent Coordinator, Reconciliation
403-697-5390
galmckay@shaw.ca
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
St. Peter’s Anglican Parish has again invited us to co-host the 2010 Vacation Bible School.  The dates for this year: August 16-20th.  We are hoping that we have one or more people who would like to be involved with this ministry.  Do you love interacting with children?  Do you have lots of ideas for fun activities?  Do you see the great value in nurturing the spiritual formation of our children?  For further information and a contact number, please phone Doreen in the parish office, 253-2251, or email doreen@stgerards.ca
 

POIGNANT PLEA
Jim and Melissa Emmelkamp are asking for financial help for a young man – DYLAN NIELSEN – and his family, to help with some crippling medical expenses.  Over the span of four years Dylan has gone from being an accomplished athlete, musician and award winning student, to being confined to a dark room to avoid debilitating headaches, seizures and memory loss because of a PINEAL CYSTIC TUMOUR.  His parents likened it to being held in solitary confinement for a crime he did not commit.  After years of searching for a resolution across Canada and the USA, a surgeon was located in California who donated his time to remove this tumor in December 2009.  In the most wondrous way, Dylan’s physical health has been largely restored and he has embarked on the challenging journey of catching up to his peers scholastically – his zest for life undiminished!
FORTIS ALBERTA, CROSS IRON MILLS, OLYMPIC OVAL and others are sponsoring ‘SKATE FOR DYLAN’ at the Olympic Oval on Sunday, March 14th at 1:00 pm to assist his family.  If you wish to skate you may register with a $40.00 donation and join the fun.  Colleen Emmelkamp-Nitsch will be completing a 10km run for this worthy cause.
Donations can be made to Jim and Melissa (403) 255-1889 or you may register to SKATE FOR DYLAN.  See the poster in the gathering area for details.

 

FOUND
Following the 9:00 AM Mass last Sunday, someone found a necklace (pendant) on a gold chain in the back pews of the church.  Please call the parish office, (403) 253-2251.   
 

The Scrutiny Gospel Stories from John are Baptismal Dramas of WATER, LIGHT & LIFE
The Woman at the Well: coming to faith – This story illustrates how difficult it can be to come to faith in Jesus because of the many obstacles that people encounter in their journey through life. Jesus does not dismiss the woman on the grounds that she may be a sinful outcast from her community, or that she may not be worshipping God ‘correctly’.  Jesus engages her in conversation; he asks for her help, he invites her to bring her family/community to meet him.  Is this how we ‘evangelize’?  Is this how we treat people who believe differently than we? Think differently than we?  Are we a conduit or a dam of the living waters to others?

 

Once upon a time, in the heart of the Western Kingdom, lay a beautiful   garden.  And there, in the cool of the day, the Master liked to walk.  Of all the plants in the garden, the most beautiful and beloved was a gracious and noble Bamboo.  Year after year, Bamboo grew more noble and gracious, conscious of the Master’s love and delight, but always modest and gentle.  And often, when Wind came to play in the garden, Bamboo would cast aside its stateliness to dance and play with great merriment, tossing and swaying and leaping and bowing in joyous abandon, leading the Great Dance of the Garden, which delighted the Master’s heart.
Now, one day, the Master drew near to contemplate Bamboo with eyes of curious expectancy.  And Bamboo, in a passion of adoration, bowed its great head to the ground in loving and humble greeting.  The Master spoke: “Bamboo, Bamboo…I have need of you.  I have a special and unique use for you.” Bamboo flung its head to the sky in utter delight.  The day of days had come! ...the day for which Bamboo had been made, the day to which Bamboo had been growing, the day Bamboo would find completion and destiny. Bamboo’s voice came low: “Master, I am ready.  Use me wherever you have need of me.” “Bamboo,” the Master’s voice was grave, “in order to use you for my purpose, I must take you and cut you down.”
A trembling of great horror shook Bamboo.  “Cut me down?  Me, Master, am I the most beautiful plant in your entire garden?  Cut me down?  Oh, please, no…not that!” “Beloved Bamboo,” the Master’s voice was quiet and grave, “if I do not cut you down, I cannot use you.”
The garden grew very still.  Wind held his breath.  Bamboo slowly bent its proud and glorious head.  A whisper was heard, “Master, if you cannot use me without cutting me down…then…please, do what you judge to be the best, and …cut me down.” “Bamboo, my beloved Bamboo, I must also cut away your leaves and your branches.” “Master! ...spare me!  Cut me down and lay my beauty in the dirt, but must you also take away from me my leaves and my branches?” “Bamboo, alas, if I do not cut away your leaves and your branches, I will not be able to use you.”
The Sun hid his face.  A listening butterfly fluttered fearfully away.  And Bamboo, shivering with terrible expectancy, whispered low, “Master, cut away from me whatever you must.” “Bamboo, Bamboo, I must also cut you in half and remove your heart, for if I do not, I shall not be able to use you for my purpose.” Bamboo was bowed to the ground.  “Master, loving and kind Master…cut away.”
So the Master of the Garden took Bamboo and cut it down, hacked off all the branches, and stripped away the leaves, cut Bamboo in half and removed Bamboo’s heart.  And then, lifting Bamboo ever so gently, the Master carried Bamboo to where there was a spring of fresh, sparkling water in the midst of the Master’s very dry fields.  There, putting one end of broken Bamboo into the spring, and the other end into the water channel to his fields, the Master gently laid down his most beloved Bamboo. And the spring sang welcome…and the clear, sparkling waters raced joyously down the channel of Bamboo’s torn body and into the dry, waiting fields. Then the rice was planted…and the days passed by…and the shoots grew tall and strong…and the harvest came.

And on that day was Bamboo, once so glorious in stately beauty, now more glorious in the brokenness and humility which had been asked of Bamboo.  For in Bamboo’s beauty, Bamboo was life abundant…but in Bamboo’s brokenness, Bamboo became a channel of abundant life for other’s in the Master’s world.

 

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
 

 

Ministry of Service


Funeral Team – Wilma/Norm Hagel (403)253-2485



Emergency contacts: Doreen Yochim (403)252-4685 or Jan Gallant (403)281-4327


Pastoral Care of the Sick – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489 or Maureen Bramwell (403) 366-0704


Mayfair Nursing Home – Hedy Luijkx (403)252-2902


Grieving/Consolation Ministry – Lois Hagen, Rosemarie Walter, Pat McMahon, Sr. Evelyn Dechant


Knights of Columbus – 1st Wednesday – 7:30 PM; Gordon Skaluba (403) 255-5248


C.W.L. – 2nd Tuesday – 7:00 PM; Shauna Bedard, (403) 281-4718


Sunday coffee – Ann Bergen (403)252-5384 


1st Friday Coffee Social — Rosemarie Baschenis (403) 281-9666

 

Outreach ministry


St. Vincent de Paul – 3rd Wednesdays – 7:30 PM


Inn From The Cold – 3rd Mondays contact: Jim Duncan (403)252-3163 or Elaine Warholm (403)252-3883


Sandwiches for the drop-in centre – 1st Fridays


Mission Mexico – Anna Schultz

 

Parish ministry


Parish Pastoral Council – Jill Negenman (403) 253-8586


Parish Finance Council – John Skelton (403)281-5421


Parish Website – Bandi Szakony

 

Evangelization and Catechetical ministries


R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) - Doreen Yochim coordinator


Christian Initiation of School Age Children – Sarah Morrison, (403) 281-4832


Infant Baptism – parish office, (403) 253-2251


Children’s Sacraments – Eucharist, (Patti Dawes, 403-255-7161) 





 Reconciliation, (Margie Gallagher, 403- 697-5390)





 Confirmation – Paul Negenman, 403-253-8586


Pre-Marriage Preparation – Pastoral Team


Marriage Team Leaders – Sponsor Couple Program –





  John/Judy Broad (403)253-8697 


Scripture Study – Doreen Yochim – coordinator


Little Rock: John Skelton, Jill Moroney


Adult Faith Enrichment – Pastoral Team 


Parish Mission Team – Ron and Donna Scott (403) 271-6262


Stewardship Committee – Greg Joevenazzo


Faithful Friends – Denise Webber (403)253-5139

 

Liturgical Ministry


Liturgy Committee – Sheila Padley (Chairperson) 


Sacristans – Bobi-Jean Varner – coordinator (403) 640-7770


Mass Servers – Laurance Daignault (403)281-3665  


MUSIC: – parish office (403)253-2251


  5:00 PM – 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – Funeral Choir

Lectors – Chris Simard (403) 730-4776


Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) – John Hennessey (403)255-7913 

Eucharistic ministers - Noreen Hess (403) 255-5183


Weekday Eucharistic Ministers – Yvette Nogue (403)253-1809


Weekday Lectors – Pat Campbell (403)255-0756


Environment and Art – Sue Dondlinger

Prayer Life


Liturgy of the Hours/Prayer of the Church – Sheila Padley (403)259-2489


Holy Hour – Tuesdays – 7:30 PM Melissa Emmelkamp (403)255-1889


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – Lucie Just


Prayer Tree – Kay Power (403)255-6241 / Rosemary Fennell (403)281-5701


Christian Meditation – every Wednesday - Anna Tremblay

 
ST. GERARD’S PARISH

8944 Elbow Drive S.W.

Calgary, AB
T2V 1L2

Telephone:
(403) 253-2251

Fax:

(403) 253-4608

Website:
www.StGerards.ca

PASTORAL TEAM

Doreen Yochim

Bogdan Sianozecki (Pastor)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Jan Gallant

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

Saturday:
5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 & 11:00 AM

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

Tuesday – Friday:
9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Thursday:
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Friday:


8:30 AM – 3:30 PM

Closed for Lunch:
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM
MARRIAGES

By appointment.
Please contact the parish office six months before desired date.

BAPTISMS

Preparation and celebration every two months.
Please contact the parish office.





















