
 

 

Summer 

Dear Friends,  

This is the last Friday message until September and I have a lot to say! 

 As I look back on this last year, I’m so happy to see the changes that have 

evolved, especially over the course of the last months. We are settling into our 

“new normal.”  

We have recently been able to return to baptism during Mass. We have missed 

this during the previous two years of Covid. The public welcoming of a child 

into God’s family is such a joyful celebration for our faith community! It also 

serves to remind us all of our own baptism and to renew our own 

commitment to living out our baptism. We are all children of God within our 

community of believers! 

What a blessing it is to once again be able to assemble in fellowship in our 
parish hall after Mass! For many of our parishioners, this is one of the few 
regular times they can connect with one another.  I love that we now have the 
opportunity to come together again and share some goodies, a cup of coffee 
and catch up with one another. I want to thank all the thoughtful and generous 
parishioners who contribute their time, talent and treasure to provide us with 
all sorts of tasty treats. The Pancit, cookies and dainties are a delicious 
enticement to linger a little longer! This is all about community participation 
and conversation. It’s also a great time to talk to someone new, or get to know 
someone you don’t know very well. What a great opportunity to grow in the 
gifts of hospitality and service!  

I loved the festive feelings experienced at the White Elephant sale! It was 
great to see all the cheerful, smiling faces! I even found a tv (at a give-away, 



low price) to put in my room to listen to the news while I get ready in the 
morning. I also purchased some bags of popcorn to share with my little 
nephews! It's so good to see people enjoying fun activities such as these again 
in our parish! 

The effect is always amazing when we have two admirable Catholic 
organizations such as the CWL and the K of C working together! They worked 
hard and brought the whole community in to look at all the collected White 
Elephant Sale treasures! I’m so very proud of their many accomplishments! 

“Am I my brother’s keeper?” In 2015, our parish sponsored three Syrian 

refugee families. Through the kindness and generosity of our parish, the 

families were housed, fed, clothed, and assisted in finding language training, 

transportation, jobs and in general making a new, safe and secure life for 

themselves here in Canada. It greatly reminded me of how Bishop O’Byrne did 

the same for me and some of my brother priests from Vietnam. I know what a 

wonderful change it is to live your days and go to sleep each night, without 

fear. We are now looking to do the same for a Ukrainian family.  

Yes, we are our brother’s and sister’s keeper!”  We are entrusted with this 

responsibility. Jesus used examples that said if we clothed anyone who was 

naked, visited anyone in prison, even just gave a cup of cool water in His name 

then it would be as if we had done it directly to Him. I’m proud to say that we, 

the parishioners of St. Gerard’s Parish, are in the process of raising funds to 

help our Ukrainian refugees. 

After two years of Covid, our church is filling up again and we are slowly 
getting back to what we had. St. Gerard’s is buzzing again! I can feel the energy 
of the Holy Spirit every time we come together, whether it be at Mass, at 
coffee time, or in meetings.  

The Spirit is a-moving all over, all over our parish! 
Have a faith-filled, fun-filled and healthy summer! 

Fr. Ignatius Tran 
 


